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Vet Stimulus Checks 

 

The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) announced 17 APR it is working directly with 

the Internal Revenue Service (IRS) and U.S. Treasury Department to ensure delivery of 

‘Economic Impact Payments’ to Veterans and survivors who receive Compensation and Pension 

(C&P) benefit payments from VA without additional paperwork or IRS filings.  

The ‘Economic Impact Payments,’ authorized by the Treasury Department under the 2020 

Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act, will be issued automatically to 

recipients of non-taxable VA benefits who did not file annual income tax returns for 2018 or 

2019. VA and the IRS have been collaborating since the passage of the CARES Act to ensure 

Veterans receive their EIP. “Many have expressed concern that Veterans and their beneficiaries 

would be overlooked during the distribution of Economic Impact Payments from the CARES 

Act simply because they don’t file an annual tax return,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “This 

collaboration will ensure our Veterans receive CARES Act payments without any additional 

action or paperwork required.”  

Economic Impact Payments will be automatic for non-tax filing VA beneficiaries. For VA 

beneficiaries who filed a Form 1040 for 2018 or 2019, those payments will also be automatic. No 

further action is needed. They can track the status of their payments on the Get My Payment tool 

on IRS.gov at https://sa.www4.irs.gov/irfof-wmsp/login. For nontax filing VA beneficiaries, 

please note their information will be loaded on this tool within the next few weeks. For VA 92 

beneficiaries who didn’t file a tax return in 2018 or 2019 and have a dependent, there is a special 

step they need to take, and the sooner the better. They should visit the Non-Filer: Enter Payment 

Info Here tool on IRS.gov. By quickly taking steps to enter information on the IRS website about 

them and their qualifying children, they can receive the $500 per dependent child payment in 

addition to their $1,200 individual payment.  

VA recognizes that many non-tax filing beneficiaries have already begun using the IRS’ EIP 

payment portal to provide the necessary data to IRS to receive their EIP. There will be no 

interruption to payments being processed using the IRS portal, and Veterans with internet access 

are encouraged to continue providing information and track their EIP through the IRS portal. For 

those who do not have access, or choose not to use the IRS portal, their EIP will be processed 

without further action on their part. While no date for distribution has been set at this time, VA is 

securely sharing necessary beneficiary data with Treasury which will allow Treasury to begin 

issuance of Economic Impact Payments. For more information on CARES Act ‘Economic 

Impact Payments,’ visit: https://www.irs.gov/newsroom/economicimpact-payments-what-you-

need-to-know. 
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 Following criticism over its handling of federal emergency payouts related to the coronavirus 

outbreak, the militaryfocused financial company USAA announced 16 APR it will no longer 

seize customers’ checks to cover existing debts and will refund any past such actions. The move 

comes after a report in the American Prospect that the insurance and banking firm was taking 

veterans’ and military family members’ stimulus checks — some totaling $3,000 or more — to 

settle existing account balances and debts. Company officials initially defended the move as 

permissible under federal rules.  

USAA’s decision to take the emergency funds drew instant criticism from veterans advocates 

and lawmakers. Just a few hours after the practice was made public, the company issued a new 

statement saying it would pause collections on negative account balances for 90 days.  

“Beginning as early as today, we will apply this policy retroactively to any member accounts 

with a negative balance at the time the first stimulus checks were deposited, so that members will 

have access to their stimulus funds,” USAA spokesperson Matthew Hartwig said in a statement 

to Military Times. Several watchdog groups have warned in recent days that the emergency 

payouts — up to $1,200 per individual plus another $500 per dependent, based on family 

earnings — could be vulnerable to seizure or interference from financial institutions. Most of the 

payouts delivered so far have been transmitted to the last bank account attached to individuals’ 

2018 tax returns, giving those companies power over access to the money. 

 Hartwig noted that USAA has launched several other initiatives designed to help customers 

during the coronavirus pandemic, including a 20 percent credit on two months of car insurance 

premiums. The firm boasts more than 13 million customers who are current and former military 

personnel, or their family members. Veterans advocates hailed the company’s reversal. 

“Veterans Education Success congratulates USAA on fixing this problem so quickly and on 

prioritizing veterans and servicemembers who are struggling during this pandemic and economic 

hardship," said Mike Saunders, Director of Military and Consumer Policy for the group. "We 

hope the entire financial industry follows their lead.” [Source: VA PR & MilitaryTimes | Leo 

Shane III | April 16 & 17, 2020 ++] 

 

COLA 2021 Has Not Kept Up - You’re Feeling It Now 

 
   American retirees have been saying for years that our Social Security benefits haven’t been 

keeping up with your real expenses. And a new study by The Senior Citizens League (TSCL) 

confirms what we’ve been feeling. According to their new Social Security Loss of Buying Power 

study, Social Security benefits have lost 30% of buying power since 2000. The study did show 

some good news for retirees, including lower prices on electric bills, eggs, and some fruits and 

vegetables over the last year. That’s been a small help. On the other hand, larger bills such as 

Medicare premiums and out of pocket costs, housing and homeowner’s insurance have been  
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among the most rapidly-rising costs over the past year. And Social Security simply hasn’t kept 

up.  

   In the past 20 years, prescription drugs have gone up 252%. Homeowner’s insurance has gone 

up 218%. Home heating oil has gone up 172%, and even basic foods like potatoes have gone up 

168%! Meanwhile, your last cost-ofliving adjustment, or COLA, was 1.6%. Three times since 

2000 there’s been no COLA at all. And this year, retirees may get shut out again. The last time 

retirees even got even a double-digit cola was 1981. Most of today’s retirees weren’t even retired 

then! Over the last 20 years, the costs of goods and services purchased by typical retirees have 

risen almost twice as fast as Social Security benefits.  

  That’s the reason you’re feeling a loss of buying power. It’s the reason more retirees are 

hurting. TSCL is preparing a petition to Congress for a fair COLA and other benefits to give 

retirees the financial security we’ve earned. Sign our petition to Congress demanding a fair and 

more accurate cost of living adjustment for Social Security benefits! It urges our Congressmen 

to: 

  Improve the methodology for a consumer price index specific to seniors and the unique 

expenditures for elderly Americans.  

 Mandate a benefit payment to make up for lost payments due to the use of previous inaccurate 

methodologies over the last four decades.  

 Set a minimum annual cost-of-living adjustment to assure beneficiaries have stability and 

predictability in the fixed income they depend on.  

Go to; 

http://wfc2.wiredforchange.com/o/8854/p/dia/action3/common/public/?action_KEY=10173  

if you would like to add your name to this petition. [Source: TSCL | Rick Delaney | May 20, 

2020 ++] 

 

VHA Partially Reopens Facilities 
 

U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) Secretary Robert Wilkie announced the department 

will begin to reintroduce health care services in select VA facilities 18 MAY, as states reopen 

from COVID-19 shutdowns. Each Veterans Integrated Service Network (VISN) has selected 

Lead Sites to be the first to implement a phased approach to reintroducing select health care 

services while ensuring a safe environment. The lessons learned from these initial sites will help 

to inform how other facilities plan for expanding services in their facilities. Lead Sites 

introducing select services include:  

 VISN 1-- White River Junction VA Medical Center (VAMC), VT 

 VISN 2 -- Syracuse VAMC, NY 

 VISN 4 -- Erie VAMC, PA  

 VISN 5 -- Hershel “Woody” Williams VAMC, WV  

 VISN 6 -- Salem VA Healthcare System (HCS), VA  

 VISN 7 -- Ralph H. Johnson VAMC, SC  

 VISN 8 -- West Palm Beach VAMC, FL  
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 VISN 9 -- James H. Quillen VA HCS, TN  

 VISN 10 -- Louis Stokes Cleveland VAMC, OH  

 VISN 12 -- Tomah VAMC, WI  

 VISN 12 -- William S. Middleton Memorial Veterans Hospital Madison VAMC, WI  VISN 

15 -- Kansas City VAMC, MO  

 VISN 16 -- Central Arkansas Veterans HCS, AR  

 VISN 17 -- South Texas VA HCS, TX  

 VISN 19 -- Fort Harrison VAMC, MT  

 VISN 20 -- Puget Sound VAMC, WA  

 VISN 20 -- Boise VAMC, ID  

 VISN 21 -- VA Southern Nevada HCS, NV  

 VISN 22 -- VA Southern Arizona HCS, AZ  

 VISN 23 -- Fargo HCS, ND  

  Veterans should contact their VA medical facility or provider for information about the 

expansion of services at any of these sites. “The safety of Veterans and staff is the highest 

priority when we consider how we provide health care services and procedures during the 

ongoing COVID-19 pandemic,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “VA will take into account 

guidance from various agencies including federal, state and local government as we gradually 

expand health care services.” As a high reliability organization, safety is always paramount and 

will continue to guide our decision making. VA facilities may not be the first to reopen a full 

spectrum of care but in reintroducing services, VISNs and VA medical centers will consider 

unique circumstances of their state and local markets, environmental safety preparedness and 

clinical risk assessments.  

  VA has developed a risk-based framework to prioritize non-urgent procedures in addition to the 

urgent procedures currently being performed. Evaluation of such factors as patient health, staff 

safety and resource considerations will guide expansion, scheduling decisions and which services 

VA will reintroduce. VA will continue to track capacity needs for in-patient beds and other 

resources. Rigorous safety measures including employee and Veteran COVID-19 screening, 

physical distancing and appropriate personal protective attire such as face coverings, will remain 

in place at all facilities. Additionally, VA will continue to maximize the personalized virtual care 

options of telehealth, phone consults and wellness checks, as these services have been a valuable 

link to Veterans during this challenging time. [Source: VA News Release | May 20, 2020 ++]  

 

Taps (March and April 2020) 

 

Kennth Hagen     Harry Kurowski 

Raymond Schmidt    Eugene Wendt  
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Michael      Blohowiak 

Robert Zima     Donald Pahlow 

Edward Matz Sr.    Wayne Hetzer 

Wallace Zernicke    John Kadlitz 

John Gwidt     Lance Brinker 

John Hill      James Davern 

 

Questions? 

If you have questions about any of the articles in this 

newsletter or on VA benefits in general, please give us a 

call at 715-526-9138. 
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