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Dental Options 

 

Most older veterans have few options when it comes to paying for dental care, unless they are 

still working and their employer offers dental insurance.  While the VA does have dental 

facilities in many locations they only provide services to select groups on veterans that amount to 

a very small percentage of all veterans.  

Veterans do have options when seeking dental care depending on your situation you may qualify 

for one or all of the following: 

Northeast Wisconsin Technical College’s (NWTC), Dental Hygiene Clinic. This clinic 

located is located on the NWTC campus in Green Bay. Dental Hygiene students provide 

comprehensive dental hygiene services to adults and children under the supervision of a Dentist 

and a Registered Dental Hygienist. Procedures provided can include Fluoride treatment, x-rays, 

cleaning, oral cancer screening, sealants, and complete exams.   

NWTC Dental Clinic will bill Medicaid if the person is eligible.  Individuals that are not enrolled 

in Medicaid must pay a $30.00 fee for a dental cleaning which may include radiographs and 

fluoride treatment. This program is open to all (veterans and the general public).  Individuals 

interested in making an appointment should call the Clinic at 920-498-5450. 

N.E.W. Dental Uninsured Clinic at Northeast Wisconsin Technical College.  The NWTC 

Dental Clinic partners with the N.E.W. Community Clinic to provide restorative dental services 

to the uninsured population while providing hands-on chair side experience for Dental Assistant 

students. The clinic is staffed by volunteer community dentists who are assisted chair-side by 

Dental Assistant students under the direction and supervision of NWTC Dental Assistant faculty. 

Services included dental examinations, radiographs (x-rays), restorations (fillings), extractions, 

and partial and full dentures. 

Individuals must be totally uninsured, at 200% of poverty level or less, and show proof of 

income to the N.E.W. Community Clinic before an appointment will be made. Appointments are 

made according to a priority list based on the emergency of care needed.  General restorative 

services are provided free of cost. Fees for partial or full dentures range from $150-$500.  This 

program is open to all uninsured veterans and the general public.  
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Individuals interested in making an appointment should call the N.E.W. Community Clinic at 

920-437-9773. 

VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP) The VA Dental Insurance Program (VADIP) offers 

discounted private dental insurance for Veterans and family members who meet certain 

requirements. In order to be eligible for the VADIP program a veteran must be enrolled in the 

VA Health Care System. If a veteran is currently not enrolled in VA Health Care they can 

contact the Shawano County Veterans Service Office at 715-526-9183 for assistance in 

completing the application. 

Currently Delta Dental and Metlife are the companies providing policy options for this program.  

Once enrolled in VA Health Care veterans can find out if they are eligible, and how to enroll in a 

plan that meets their needs and budget by visiting the VADIP website with links to the Delta 

Dental and Metlife plans:  https://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/VADIP/ 

Aid to Needy Veteran Grant (ANV) The Assistance to Needy Veterans Grant (ANVG) 

program provides limited financial assistance to those in need and who have exhausted all other 

sources of aid. The ANV grant will not exceed $500 in any consecutive 12-month period except 

when an upper and lower denture is required and each denture shall not exceed $1,875 in any 

consecutive 48-month period. To be eligible, an applicant must meet the following requirements; 

(1) Have household income at or below 180 percent of federal guidelines at the time the 

application is received by the WDVA. (2) Does not have household liquid assets in excess of 

$1,000.00.  There are limits for the restorative dental care grant.  . 

These low/no cost programs can give veterans opportunities to obtain needed dental care.   

Questions about these or other VA programs can be directed to The Shawano County Veteran 

Service Office at:  715-526-9183. 

 

VA Presumptive AO Diseases 

Landmark Coverage Bill Will be in NDAA 
 

 U.S. Senator Jon Tester successfully secured his landmark Fair Care for Vietnam Veterans Act 

(S.3444) in the National Defense Authorization Act (NDAA) – a must-pass annual defense bill 

that the Senate will vote on later this month. Tester’s bill requires the U.S. Department of 

Veterans Affairs (VA) to provide benefits for veterans suffering from diseases associated with 

exposure to Agent Orange during the Vietnam War.  

  Currently, thousands of Vietnam veterans living with chronic health conditions developed as a 

result of their service are being denied critical benefits and health care from VA. Tester’s  
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amendment would provide a presumption of service-connection—based on scientific review by 

the National Academy of Medicine (NAM)—for Bladder Cancer, Hypothyroidism, and 

Parkinsonism. Under a presumption of service-connection, veterans suffering from these three 

conditions would be eligible for essential benefits and care under VA. “Justice is long overdue 

for our aging veterans currently dying from conditions resulting from their exposure to Agent 

Orange chemicals in Vietnam,” said Tester, Ranking Member of the Senate Veterans’ Affairs 

Committee. “The reality is that taking care of our veterans is the cost of war—and it must be 

paid. By adding my bill to do that to the Senate’s must-pass annual defense bill, we are living up 

to the promises made to those who served by ensuring they get the care and benefits they’ve 

earned.”  

  In addition to the Fair Care for Vietnam Veterans Act, Tester also successfully included an 

amendment to allow veterans to access their toxic exposure records online from VA or the 

Department of Defense. For years, Tester has fought tirelessly in Congress to ensure Vietnam 

veterans get the treatment and benefits they have earned. In September 2017, Tester led a group 

of Senators in pressuring VA to make a decision on NAM’s recommendations regarding 

expanding the list of presumptive conditions. Tester continued his push in September 2018, 

urging the Department to take action by expanding its list of medical conditions associated with 

exposure to Agent Orange and repeated the call in March 2018. In April 2018, Tester urged the 

Office of Management and Budget to assist the VA in this effort.    

  In January, Tester led 42 Senators in blasting the Trump Administration for stonewalling 

critical benefits for more than 190,000 Vietnam veterans suffering from health conditions 

connected with their service. He also held a roundtable discussion last month with Senate 

Veterans’ Affairs Chairman Jerry Moran (R-Kans.), stakeholders, and veterans’ advocates to 

address longstanding issues associated with the effects of toxic exposures on our nation’s 

servicemembers and veterans. This bill is supported by The American Legion, Veterans of 

Foreign Wars (VFW), Disabled American Veterans (DAV), AMVETS, and Military Officers 

Association of America (MOAA). [Source: Press Release | Sen. Jon Tester | July 2, 2020 ++] 

VA Health Handbook  
 

 Your Personalized Copy The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is committed to informing 

enrolled Veterans about VA health benefits and services they have earned and deserve. All new 

enrollees in the VA health care system receive a personalized Veterans Health Benefits 

Handbook, generally two weeks after enrollment has been confirmed. The handbooks are 

tailored specifically for each Veteran and provide detailed, updated information about the VA  
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health care benefits the Veteran 25 may be eligible to receive, such as medications, prosthetics 

and dental care. The handbook also provides answers to common questions, contact information  

for the Veteran's preferred facility, instructions on how to schedule appointments, information 

regarding the Affordable Care Act, the Veteran’s copay responsibilities, if any, and much more.  

When you receive a new, replacement Handbook, you are encouraged to destroy their old 

handbook by cutting it up or shredding it, since the handbook contains personal information. For 

information about the Handbook or to request a replacement, contact call 1-877-222-8387. To 

view a sample copy of the Veterans Health Benefits Handbook go to 

https://www.va.gov/healthbenefits/vhbh/publications/vhbh_sample_handbook_2014.pdf. 

[Source: VA News Release | June 1, 2020 ++]  
 

 

Taps (May and June 2020) 

 

Fred Zalanik     Dennis Krauski 

Kevin Marquette    Julius Bruskiewicz  

Kenneth Faehling    Otto Rettkowski 

Harold Satre     Gerald Strelow 

John Weldon     Philip Kersten 

Theodore Olson    Willard Pieper 

Roy Schmidt  

    

Questions? 

If you have questions about any of the articles in this 

newsletter or on VA benefits in general, please give us a 

call at 715-526-9138. 
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