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VA Home Loan  

Your Next One Will be Easier 
 

  On Jan. 1, 2020, it became easier for you to use your VA home loan benefit to purchase, 

refinance, or construct a home with no down payment, regardless of the cost of the home. The 

VA home county loan limits were eliminated as part of the Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans 

Act of 2019 for Veterans and service members with full entitlement. As of 1 JAN 2020, first-

time homebuyers, or homebuyers who have sold their home and have full benefit entitlement 

available, will no longer have to worry about loan limits or down payment requirements when 

purchasing, refinancing, or constructing a new home.  

   Historically, VA only guaranteed home loans up to the county conforming loan limits (CLL) as 

determined by the Federal Housing Finance Agency. These loan limits reflect the changes in 

average U.S. home prices at the county level. If you chose to purchase, refinance, or construct a 

home above the CLL, the lender would likely require a down payment from you before they 

would choose to close on the loan. In counties such as San Diego, Calif., or Arlington, Va., the 

limit is much higher to reflect the average cost of a home. This meant that when using your VA 

benefit, the lender–not VA–would require you to pay up to a 25% down payment on any amount 

above the county limit.  

   Conforming loan limits will impact those who want to purchase a second (or subsequent) home 

using a VA home loan. For those that currently have a VA home loan and plan to keep it and 

purchase a new home using a VA-backed loan that is more than $144,000, the rules are different.  

 

 You must be able to afford all the loans at the time of closing. 

 The next home you purchase must be your primary residence.  

 VA may be able to back the next loan, but it will depend on your remaining entitlement and the 

conforming loan limit (CLL) for your county.  

 

Your basic VA home loan entitlement starts at $36,000 and goes up to 25% of the loan amount. 

The amount remaining on your entitlement after purchasing your first home will impact how 

much of a down payment will be required for your next purchase. For example: 

 If the county CLL is $500,000 and your last loan was for $500,000, then you have no 

entitlement remaining.  

 If your first loan was for $200,000 and the second is for $400,000, the CLL for your next home 

would need to be at least $600,000 if you want the no-down payment option, otherwise you’ll 

have to pay a down payment on the amount above the CLL. Note that the county that will 

determine your loan limit is the county in which your next home is located.  
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 As each case is different, your first step should be to request your certificate of eligibility, which 

will show your remaining VA home loan entitlement. If you need assistance determining what 

this means for you, reach out to your lender or a VA loan specialist. As with any home loan 

decision, you should speak with your lender(s) or a loan specialist at your VA Regional Loan 

Center to go over your options when purchasing your next home.  

Only you can determine what is best for your personal and financial needs. Whatever the case, 

speaking to a loan professional about your options and shopping around for the best situation for 

you is key. Remember, the VA Home Loan Program staff are available to assist you. Go to 

www.benefits.va.gov/homeloans for more information on VA home loans. [Source: Vantage 

Point | January 7, 2020 ++]  

Who is Eligible for Reimbursement of Travel Expenses? 

Below are the eligibility requirements to get paid for travel to VA medical appointments.  If you 

do not meet any of the criteria below you are not eligible for travel pay.  See the attached forms 

for more information. 

1. Veterans rated by VA 30% or more service-connected for travel relating to any condition 

2. Veterans rated by VA less than 30% for travel relating to their service-connected condition  

3. Veterans receiving VA pension benefits for travel relating to any condition  

4. Veterans with annual income below the maximum applicable annual rate of pension for any 

condition ($13,752.00 for a single veteran, $18,008.oo for a married veteran)  

5. Veterans who are unable to defray the cost of travel (as defined in current Beneficiary Travel 

regulations)  

6. Veterans traveling in relation to a Compensation and Pension (C&P) examination 

7. Certain Veterans in certain emergency situations  

8. Beneficiaries of other Federal Agencies when authorized by that agency  

9. Allied beneficiaries when authorized by appropriate foreign government agency  

10. Certain non-Veterans when related to care of a Veteran (Caregivers under the National 

Caregivers Program, medically required attendants, VA transplant care donor and support 

person, or other claimants subject to current regulatory guidelines)   
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Taps (December 2019) 

 

Raul Aldana     Ralph Armitage 

Melvin Tullberg    Robert Koehler 

Lawrence Gegare    Karl Schroeder 

Richard Cook     Harvey Moede 

Joseph Paiser     Marvin Sherbeck 

David Sleeman 

 

Questions? 

If you have questions about any of the articles in this 

newsletter or on VA benefits in general, please give us a 

call at 715-526-9138. 
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