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Citizen Story 

“Last night - a 

stranger appeared on 

our doorstep with a 

dog. He was rambling 

non-sense and we had 

no idea what to do. 

We called the Sheriff 

Department and they 

came out. Instead of 

just arresting this 

guy, they looked into 

his story - did re-

search and all before 

making any rash 

judgements about it. 

Come to find out the 

gentleman was an 

Iraq War Veteran 

with PTSD and other 

mental health prob-

lems. They transport-

ed him and his ser-

vice dog to the hospi-

tal in hopes of getting 

him the help he 

needs. Thank you so 

much Shawano 

County Sheriff. You 

did everything right. 

You listened to this 

man, and you tried 

everything to find out 

his story - when you 

could've just arrested 

him and done nothing 

for him. Thank you to 

the three deputies that 

took hours to help 

him.” 

2015 Reporting Statistics 
Residential Burglaries   42 -  with a loss of $29,100 

Non Residential Burglaries  53 - with a loss of $68,345 

Thefts         204 - with a loss of $179,465 

Vehicle Thefts       19 - with a loss of $21,150 

Sexual Assaults      36 

Assaults         82 

Adult Arrests   1265 

Juvenile Arrests    189 

Citations issued  4994 

Warnings issued  3278 

Jail Bookings   3378 

Total Incidents   14,834 

Dispatch calls    28,124 

Internet Crimes Against Children 

In 2015, the Shawano County Sheriff’s Office completed 16 
arrests against individuals for Using a Computer to Facilitate a 
Child Sex Crime.  These arrests were a result of 3 different 
undercover operations within Shawano County.    

Explorers Program 

The Sheriff’s Office Explorers Program is associated with the 
Boy Scouts of America and is set up to let young men and 
women from the ages of 14 to 20 years learn about law en-
forcement as a possible career choice.  Shawano County 
started their Explorers Program in 1993.  Meetings are the 1st 
and 3rd Monday of every month from 6:30pm to 7:30pm.  Dur-
ing our meetings we go over various aspects of the Law En-
forcement field; including Dispatching, Corrections and Patrol 
with input from current staff members and guest speak-
ers.  Throughout the year we volunteer our time helping out at 
various community events e.g. Relay for Life, Sturgeon Walk/
Run, Trick or Treating and Parades.  For our Fundraiser we 
go to Country USA and Rock USA in Oshkosh and park 
cars.  In 2015, we started giving our graduating seniors that 
meet program criteria a Scholarship to go towards their col-
lege expenses.  If you are interested in this program please 
contact Deputy Bruce Leiser at (715) 526-7905. 

Jail Sentence Reduction Program 
Approved inmates are selected to work for the County in ex-
change for a reduced sentence.  As a result, in 2015 there 
were 591 days of inmate sentence time eliminated, 7587 
hours of labor provided to County departments and an esti-
mated savings generated of $81,600. 

One of the more popular work sites in the county is the jail’s 
very own garden supervised by the jail’s food service supervi-
sor, Liz Reissman, the garden is a sprawling, fenced in area 
behind the Work Release Center, that grows radishes, cucum-
bers, green beans, zucchini, squash, peppers, kohlrabi, rhu-
barb, parsley and tomatoes.  The harvest from this garden 
goes into the meals 
served at both the 
Work Release and 
the main jail.  Rain 
water is collected to 
assist in watering 
plants.  Inmates 
benefit from the 
skills that they 
learn, along with 
the added nutrition-
al benefits.     

Day of a Dispatcher 

In December, deputies were dispatched to a residence in which a man had barricaded himself 

inside.  The man’s wife stated he was not himself lately and made comments to the effect that 

his wife would be better off with insurance money instead of him.  The man refused to speak to 

deputies outside the house and it was impossible to gain entry without causing damage or put-

ting deputies in harms way.  The Dispatcher was able to make phone contact with the gentle-

man and spent a considerable amount of time talking with the subject about his issues.  The 

Dispatcher’s ability to talk and create a rapport with the gentleman encouraged him to exit on 

his own making the situation much safer for everyone involved. 

 K9 2015 Stats 

Total Calls for Service    1453 

Drug Apprehensions          34 

Traffic Stops               199 

Drug Searches           95 

Officer Assists          104 

The Shawano County K9 

Units are almost entirely self-

supporting.  Individuals and 

businesses can donate to 

shawanok9@yahoo.com or 

contact to become a member 

of SOSK9.   



Another  
Citizen Story 
In early June, my fiancé woke up to 

find his car sideswiped while parked 

legally on the street.  A Deputy arrived 

promptly and was very professional.  

He patrolled the area of the hit and run 

all that morning.  After a day or so, 

some people from out town had given 

us some information about a possible 

suspect.  We decided to call the Depu-

ty at 11pm.  He immediately went to 

check it out, found out that our infor-

mation was correct and got a confes-

sion.  Without his diligence and pro-

fessionalism, we would have no 

chance at replacing my fiancé’s car.  

Kudos to your Deputy and the 

Shawano County Sheriff’s Office.   

Grant received from Mohican Na-
tion Stockbridge Munsee Tribe 

Enacted Legislation 4/22/16 

Act 78 prohibits threats of bodily harm to a judge, prosecutor , or  a law enforcement officer  or  one of their  family members if 

the person threatening knows or should have known that the person threatened is a judge, prosecutor, or law enforcement officer; 

class H felony. 

Act 136 allows vehicles at inter sections with two r ight-turn lanes to make a right turn at a red light or a stop sign from either right-

turn lane.  The vehicle in the leftmost right-turn lane must make the turn into the second to the rightmost lane.     

Act 149 eliminated the prohibition against switchblades.  Persons prohibited from possessing firearms may not carry con-

cealed knives that are also dangerous weapons. 

Act 165 requires the use of headlamps dur ing bad weather  when visibility is limited to 500 feet.  Warnings can be given now, 

but citations will not be allowed until Oct. 1, 2016. 

Act 183 allows judges to issue search war rants to obtain blood draws for  fir st offense OWIs.  

Act 308 prohibits the use of cell phones in construction zones, providing exceptions for  hands-free devices and for emergencies.  

The act goes into effect on Oct. 1, 2016. 

Act 319 extends the duty to stop at the scene of an motor  vehicle crash to investigate what was struck.  The act specifies that 

it is also the driver’s duty to stop if “the operator knows or has reason to know that the accident resulted in injury or death of a 

person or in damage to a vehicle that is driven or attended by a person.” 

Top 10 Defensive Driving Tips 
Studies have shown a gradual decrease of traffic fatalities over the years. Unfortunately, 
traffic accidents are still one of the leading causes of death in North America. To help keep 
you and your passengers safe, here are ten defensive driving tips that go above and be-

yond the usual guidelines they teach in driving school.  
1. Keep Your Distance,  

2. Be Aware of the Blind Spots of Your Car and Others 

3. Look Ahead of You, Not Just In Front of You 

4. Don’t Touch the Pedals When Skidding 

5. Lower Visibility Means Lower Speed 

6. Speed Can Sometimes Be Safe 

While it’s never safe to go above the speed limit, a slow driver can be just as dangerous 
as a fast one. This is especially true when merging on a freeway  
7. Pick a Lane and Stick to It  

Studies have shown that accidents occur most often during lane changes.  
8. Green Doesn’t Always Mean Go 

Make sure to always take a second to check the intersection before crossing. You never 
know when a reckless motorist is trying to run a red light.  
9. Don’t Drive When Tired 

While driving under the influence is always a bad idea, driving when sleepy isn’t any dif-
ferent.  
10. Don’t Distract Yourself 

Distractions are one of the leading causes of traffic accidents. So make sure you text, call 
or change the radio station when you’re not behind the wheel.  
 

2015 Traffic Statistics 

Fatal Accidents         5   Speeding citations            1422 

Property Damage Accidents  357   OWI citations           164 

Personal Injury Accidents   149   Operate while suspended/revoc     257 

Car vs Deer/Animal Accident 1034   Inattentive Driving citations    63 

Non Reportable Accidents   294   Mandatory seatbelt citations      642 



Contact Us 

Emergency- 911 

Non Emerrgency- (715) 526-3111 

Sheriff’s Office- (715) 526-7905 

Jail- (715) 526-7950 

District Attorney- (715) 526-2166 

Public Defender- (715) 524-2521 

Anonymous Tip Line- (715) 526-9200 

Shawano County website– 
www.co.shawano.wi.us 

SOS K9– www.sosk9.com 

TTY Text Telephone- (715) 526-4999 

Safe Haven- (715) 526-3421 

Alcohol 24 hour Helpline- (800) 821-4357 

Suicide Prevention- (800 273-TALK(8255) 

Poison Center- (800) 815-8855 

Road Conditions (800) 762-3947 

Please let us know your suggestions or comments in 

regard to our newsletter 

Citizens in Action 

April 2016: A Shawano child care worker  is being hailed as a hero after  saving a 3-year-old boy who accidentally choked him-

self by swallowing a whole strawberry.  While he struggled with the strawberry lodged in his throat, teacher Mary Meyer grabbed 

the frightened boy from behind and successfully performed the lifesaving Heimlich maneuver. 

July 2015: Three passers-by (Jennifer Schroeder & Chad Betz of Shawano and Rachel Lockwood, of Waupaca)  who stopped to 

render aid are being credited with saving the life of a Shawano man seriously injured Friday when his motorcycle was struck by a 

pickup truck in the town of Belle Plaine.  There was no pulse and the man was not breathing. They rolled him over, cleared his air-

ways and began applying chest compression. Over the course of the next couple of minutes, the three alternated applying chest 

compressions and holding his head stable, Betz said, before they were able to get a weak pulse back and the victim was breathing 

again.  “It was pretty intense,” Betz said. 

Sept 2015:  Bystanders called heroes in r iver  rescue; Police said she likely would not have survived being submerged in the 

river if not for the quick thinking and heroics of the bystanders 

who jumped into action (Steve Grover, Jerome Hoppe and Gary 

Effenberger).  Effenberger recalled seeing the other two men pull 

a woman’s body from the car and said he ran to the river’s edge to 

help them perform first aid. As the three men carefully balanced 

the woman’s body on a tree log, Effenberger said he helped steady 

her body while the others administered CPR.  Within a few 

minutes, the woman began breathing on her own and the color 

started coming back to her face. Paramedics arrived and the wom-

an soon was in an ambulance on her way to the hospital.  Consid-

ering that the three bystanders were strangers, Effenberger said, 

they functioned with surprising teamwork, as though they had 

practiced for the situation. 2015 Citizens Academy Members 

Teach Your Family Home Security 

Explain the importance of security and emphasize the role each person plays in keep-
ing your home secure. Make sure they know the importance of their role. 
 
Don't advertise that you are going on vacation. Don't send emails, post information 
online, or provide information of your whereabouts on social networks like Face-
book®. A friend of a friend of a friend could rob your home.  According to the U.S. 
Department of Justice statistics, a home in the U.S. is broken into about every 15 sec-
onds. Every home is a potential target: don’t think it won’t happen to you. Are you 
renting? Renters are 50% more likely to be victims of burglary than homeowners. 
Protect your family and your belongings. Take a look at these helpful tips you can use 
to make your home less appealing to burglars. 
Check the door frames. Install solid core doors, heavy duty locks and window security 
devices. If you’re renting, ask your landlord about making improvements. 

Lock all doors, windows, garage doors and garage interior doors at all times. 
Make sure you know who’s on the other side of your door before unlocking and 
opening. 
If your garage has a window, make sure an intruder cannot see in to check if any cars 
are inside. 
 
Install motion sensor lights.  
 
Get a security system for your home.  
Keep valuable items in a fixed safe, 
such as a floor safe. 
 
Keep valuables out of sight from win-
dows. 
Notify your neighbor of any suspicious 
activity. Ask them to watch your home 
and offer to watch theirs. 

2016 Citizens Academy 

This is a 8 week program              

starting August 30, 2016                                   

every Wednesday from 6-9pm           

Call (715) 526-7925 to sign up or 

for more information.                                 


