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Headstones and Markers 
The VA furnishes upon request, at no charge to the applicant, a government headstone or marker 

for the unmarked grave of any deceased eligible veteran in any cemetery around the world, 

regardless of their date of death. 

For eligible veterans that died on or after Nov. 1, 1990 and whose grave is marked with a 

privately purchased headstone, VA may also furnish a headstone or marker to supplement the 

graves or a medallion to be affixed to a privately purchased headstone. 

Flat markers in granite, marble, and bronze and upright headstones in granite and marble are 

available. Bronze niche markers are also available to mark columbaria used for inurnment of 

cremated remains. The style chosen must be permitted by the officials in charge of the private 

cemetery where it will be placed. 

When burial or memorialization is in a national cemetery, state veterans' cemetery, or military 

post/base cemetery, a headstone or marker will be ordered by the cemetery officials based on 

inscription information provided by the next of kin or authorized representative. 

Spouses and dependents are not eligible for a government-furnished headstone or marker unless 

they are buried in a national cemetery, state veteran's cemetery, or military post/base cemetery. 

Note: There is no charge for the headstone or marker itself, however arrangements for placing it 

in a private cemetery are the applicant's responsibility and all setting fees are at private expense. 

Eligibility 

Eligibility for a VA headstone or marker is the same as for burial in a national cemetery. VA 

cannot issue a headstone or marker for a spouse or dependent buried in a private cemetery. 

Twenty-year reservists without active-duty service are eligible for a headstone or grave marker, 

if they are entitled to military retired pay at the time of death. 

Types of Markers 

There are several types of markers available: 

 Upright headstones - These headstones are 42 inches long, 13 inches wide and 4 inches 

thick, and made of marble or granite. Weight is approximately 230 pounds. 

 Flat bronze marker - The flat bronze grave marker is 24 inches long, 12 inches wide, with 

3/4 inch rise. Weight is approximately 18 pounds. Anchor bolts, nuts and washers for 

fastening to a base are furnished with the marker. The government does not furnish a 

base. 
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 Flat marble or granite - The flat granite and flat marble grave marker is 24 inches long, 

12 inches wide, and 4 inches thick. Weight is approximately 130 pounds.  

 Bronze niche - This niche marker is 8 1/2 inches long, 5 1/2 inches wide, with 7/16 inch 

rise. Weight is approximately 3 pounds; mounting bolts and washers are furnished with 

the marker. 

 Medallions - The Department of Veterans Affairs provides a medallion, by request, to be 

affixed to an existing, privately purchased headstone or marker to signify the deceased's 

status as a Veteran. This device is furnished in lieu of a traditional Government headstone 

or grave marker for those Veterans whose death occurred on or after Nov. 1, 1990, and 

whose grave in a private cemetery is marked with a privately purchased headstone or 

marker. Each medallion is inscribed with the word “VETERAN” across the top and the 

branch of service at the bottom. 

Who Can Apply 

 Only the following individuals may apply for a headstone, marker or medallion: 

1. Decedent's next-of-kin (NOK) 

2. Authorized representative on behalf of decedent 

3. Authorized representative on behalf of next-of-kin 

If someone other than the NOK is applying for the headstone, marker or medallion, the 

application package must include a written statement signed by the NOK or decedent authorizing 

that person (the applicant) to apply for this benefit. A notarized statement is not required for 

these purposes. 

National, Post, or State Veterans' Cemetery 

A headstone or marker will be ordered by the cemetery officials based on inscription information 

provided by the next of kin. 

Private Cemetery 

To receive a headstone, marker, or medallion, the eligible applicant must submit a VA Form 40-

1330, Claim for Standard Government Headstone or Marker or VA Form 40-1330M, Claim for 

Government Medallion to the VA along with proof of military service, to request a Government-

provided headstone or marker. Do not send original documents, as they will not be returned. 

Emblems 

The VA has expanded the available emblems of belief for placement on government headstones 

and markers to include a greater number of options for veterans. Visit the VA's Headstones and 

Markers website to view the nearly forty optional emblems. 

Page 2           Veterans News 

Letter 

http://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330.pdf
http://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330.pdf
http://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330M.pdf
http://www.va.gov/vaforms/va/pdf/VA40-1330M.pdf
http://www.cem.va.gov/hmm/emblems.asp
http://www.cem.va.gov/hmm/emblems.asp


VA Home Loans 

Starting January 1, cap limit will be removed 

  VA home loans are one of the best benefits available to veterans. The program allows 

honorably discharged veterans to buy a house without a down payment, something civilians only 

wish they could do. But now the program is about to get even better. A new law expanding VA 

disability benefits to more veterans who were exposed to the herbicide Agent Orange during the 

Vietnam War will change home loan limits for all veterans. The bulk of Public Law 116-23, the 

Blue Water Navy Vietnam Veterans Act of 2019, which became law on June 27, 2019, addresses 

the expansion of VA disability benefits for Agent Orange exposure to those who served in ships 

off the coast of Vietnam during the war.  Previously, only those who served in-country or on 

inland waters were eligible for disability benefits. 

  So what does that have to do with VA home loans? To pay for the expanded disability benefits 

for the approximately 90,000 veterans who may now be eligible, the VA is removing limits on 

VA home loans. Currently, VA limits the price of a home you can buy without a down payment 

to $484,350 for most of the country. This amount is based on limits set by the Federal Housing 

Administration (FHA) and changes every year. There are several locations in the country where 

this limit is higher, mostly in urban areas and Alaska & Hawaii. But, for most of the country, if 

you currently want to buy a house that costs more than the FHA limit you can't use a VA home 

loan without having to pay a down payment, and that down payment usually has to be enough to 

bring the purchase price down to the FHA limit. That means if you buy a $500,000 house you 

have to come up with a cash down payment of $15,650 ($500,000 - $484,350).   

  Starting Jan. 1, 2020, when the new law takes effect, the VA will not cap the size of a loan a 

veteran can get, paving the way for veterans to buy higher-value homes. Of course, the lender 

may still issue a cap and deny a large loan. But the denial won't be due to VA home loan rules. A 

VA home loan is not the VA lending you money. Instead, the Department of Veterans Affairs 

"guarantees" to a lender that you, as a veteran, are a good credit risk. That guarantee allows you 

to get a home loan without having to make a down payment. The average lender requires a down 

payment of 20% of the home purchase price before they will give you a mortgage. According to 

Zillow.com, the average home value in the U.S. is around $227,000. That means veterans, unlike 

civilian buyers, can get a home without having to come up with a $45,000 cash payment. And 

now that VA guarantee may go a little bit further.   
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  The other change that comes with the new law will affect fees for some veterans. VA charges 

most veterans a "funding fee" when a VA loan is issued. Veterans receiving any VA disability 

benefits are exempt from the funding fee. The funding fee for an active-duty veteran purchasing 

a home will increase from 2.15% of the purchase price to 2.35% of the price on Jan. 1, 2021. 

(There are different funding fees depending on the kind of loan and the situation of the 

borrower.) 

   The VA and Congress hope the increased money coming in from a combination of the 

increased funding fee and the eliminated loan limits will be enough to cover the disability 

benefits of the Vietnam veterans and their children who suffer long-term health problems due to 

Agent Orange exposure. That remains to be seen. However, for many veterans looking to get a 

new home loan, especially those in high-cost areas, the process has become easier. [Source: The 

MOAA Newsletter | July 11, 2019 ++] 

 
 

Taps (June 2019) 

David Hallas     Elmer Kranzusch 

Bennie Schultz     George Fielder 

William Busch     Carl Zutz Jr 

Carl Carmichael     Ray Arrowood 

William Vincent     John Polzin 

Robert Westphal    Charles Garefino 

 

Questions? 

If you have questions about any of the articles in this 

newsletter or on VA benefits in general, please give us a 

call at 715-526-9138. 
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