
SHAWANO COUNTY 
LAND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT 

Blake Schuebel has been with Shawano County for 22 

years. Schuebel enjoys working with farmers and 

landowners helping them with different types of 

conservation. In his free time Schuebel enjoys helping his 

brothers on the farm, hunting and fishing.  

Mary George has been with the county for 5 years. 

George assists the team as an office assistant. She 

enjoys working with the public as well as the youth 

education events. In her free time, George enjoys 

painting, camping, snowmobiling, fishing and spending 

time with her family.  

As you can see, this team is 

passionate for their work 

and devoted to helping the 

people of Shawano County. 

 

 

The nation 

behaves well if it 

treats the natural 

resources as 

assets which it 

must turn over to 

the next 

generation 

increased, and not 

impaired, in value." 

 

Theodore Roosevelt  

May 26, 2021 
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Meet Our Staff 

The Shawano County Land Conservation Department 

(LCD) recently received a grant though the DNR for 

Lake Monitoring and Protection Network. The staff 

working on this grant will be Scott Frank, Blake 

Schuebel, Sam Okkema, and Mary George.  

Scott Frank has been working 26 years for Shawano 

County. He enjoys working with farmers, shoreland 

restoration projects as well as working with the youth 

and educating them about conservation. At home, 

Frank enjoys gardening, watching birds and fishing.  

Clean Boats, Clean Waters 

What a great day to be on the lake. The sun is shining, the fish are biting and then 

you see a person at the boat launch carrying a clipboard. Now what? Trust me, this is 

a good thing. Clean Boats Clean Waters is a program meant to get information to the 

public regarding aquatic hitchhikers. Many of you know how bad Eurasian Watermil-

foil has been affecting our lakes. It’s costly and time consuming to try to manage it. 

Do you know it only takes a little piece of milfoil carried on your boat or trailer to the 

next lake to start this process in that lake? Yes, the person at the boat launch cares! 

They want to help protect ALL lakes. Everyone needs to do their part. How do I get 

involved you ask? Inspect your boat and trailer for aquatic hitchhikers. Have your 

kids help you, this gets them involved and they will be learning a valuable lesson. 

Empty your bilge and tanks before going to another lake. Dispose of unused bait 

properly. If a boat cleaning station isn’t available at the landing, thoroughly clean your 

boat and trailer when you get home and if possible, let it dry out for 5 days. Join a 

lake association or become a volunteer 

Clean Boats, Clean Water inspector. If 

everyone does their part, we can step 

a little closer to controlling Aquatic 

Invasive Species in our lakes. 

For more information visit :   

Stop Aquatic Hitchhikers! Campaign 

Tips from Wisconsin Sea Grant 

Prevention information from the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources 

Clean Boats, Clean Waters (CBCW) | Wisconsin DNR 

Contact Information: 

Shawano County LCD 

311 N Main St 

Shawano, WI 54166 

715-526-4920 

https:www.co.shawano.wi.us 

 

 

http://stopaquatichitchhikers.org/
https://www.seagrant.wisc.edu/our-work/focus-areas/ais/invasive-species/tips-preventing-the-spread-of-ais/
https://dnr.wi.gov/topic/Invasives/prevention.html
https://dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/lakes/cbcw


Waterways Association of Menominee 
and Shawano Counties, Inc. 

WAMSCO began in 2014 when a few 
community members got together to 
discuss  issues and solutions for their 
waterways. After a few meetings it 
was apparent to the group to try to 
expand throughout both Shawano 
and Menominee Counties. The group 
formed a board of directors and 
made it official. Their purpose (taken 
from their website) is: “To facilitate 
education, research, cooperative shar-
ing of resources and best practices be-
tween organizations, individuals, gov-
ernment bodies and the general public 
of Menominee and Shawano Counties 
inland water bodies, environs, ground-
water, wetlands, and watersheds for 
now and future generations, including, 
but not limited to: esthetic beauty, wa-
ter quality, shoreline protection, wild-
life habitat, and fisheries.” Government 
personnel (DNR, UWEX, Land Con-
servation Depts. from Shawano and 
Menominee counties) stepped up to 
aid the group with information and 
support. To learn more about WAM-
SCO or to become a member go to: 

wamsco.org   

Shoreland Restoration - 2021 

Lower Red Lake Before and After 

Shawano County is taking cost-share re-

quests for Shoreland Restoration including 

both lakes and waterways in our county. 

Shoreland restoration is a helpful tool for 

keeping our waterways cleaner and safer. 

It helps to reduce the amount of chemicals 

and pollutants from entering the waterway 

from rain or from watering as well as appli-

cations of fertilizers and chemical products 

used on the lawn. These chemicals affect 

the water in many ways which can also 

affect the habitat. By planting non-invasive 

native plantings, this can not only protect 

the land and water but it will create a beau-

tiful environment for birds and butterflies as 

well as other pollinators. 

Purple Loosestrife 

You may have heard that purple loose-

strife is an invasive plant. We have too, 

but in writing this article we wanted to 

know more. Purple Loosestrife is a beauti-

ful plant that grows 4-10 ft tall. It has a 

woody square stem with a beautiful purple/

magenta colored flower at the top. It grows 

wild in Europe and Asia. With no natural 

enemies here in the United States, Purple 

Loosestrife creates havoc in wetlands and 

along roadside as it takes over and reduc-

es the ability of native plants to flourish. In 

our research, we noticed several states 

have either bans on planting or transport-

ing these plants yet other states allow the 

planting of purple loosestrife if you obtain 

a permit. In Wisconsin, Purple Loosestrife 

is classified as restricted and is considered 

an invasive species. So how do you get rid 

of it? There are a couple ways to get rid of 

it. You can use certain herbicides on the 

plant as well as digging it up getting all of 

the roots or bio-control.  Bio-control   is an 

approved method through the WI DNR  

using the Cella Beetle which is a natural 

predator of Purple Loosestrife. The Cella 

Beetle loves devouring this plant which in 

turn can keep it in check. This method has 

been proven to be a much safer method 

than herbicides and it helps protect the 

native plants. The DNR has many partners 

who are raising the beetles to then be re-

leased in areas of Purple Loosestrife. The 

good thing is the Cella Beetle only likes 

Purple Loosestrife and they don’t have 

natural enemies. Shawano County LCD is 

raising Cella Beetles as part of this effort.  

Contact the LCD if you are interested in 

participating. For more information about 

Purple Loosestrife visit: https://

dnr.wisconsin.gov/topic/Invasives/fact/

PurpleLoosestrife.html 

Surface Water Grant: What it 

means for Shawano County 

In November of 2020 Shawano 

County applied for a surface water 

grant through the DNR. In years past 

this was open to most any groups 

and it meant they were in competition 

for funding. This concept has been 

changed. When applying for this 

grant each county will receive fund-

ing as well as becoming the overseer 

or designated agent of the grant and 

the funds. The agents will work 

closely with partners, volunteers and 

the DNR.  They will help train volun-

teers and receive the data that was 

collected by the volunteers as well as 

assign equipment and order sup-

plies. The  designated agent will en-

ter data and write reports as well as 

turn in this information to the DNR. In 

our case, Shawano County Land 

Conservation Department (LCD) will 

be educating the public, guiding vol-

unteers and getting information to 

Lake groups and other organizations. 

The LCD will be gathering data from 

volunteers regarding various lakes 

and streams in the county as well as 

working with partners in regard to 

invasive species, particularly Purple 

Loosestrife.  Please contact LCD 

staff if you have questions about 

invasive species, water quality or are 

interested in getting involved with 

these efforts.  Look for more infor-

mation from us as we move ahead. 

 

 

Photo provided by: 

Golden Sands RCD 

https://wamsco.org/

