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Shawano County Shoreline Restoration Program 
 

Careful use of land surrounding our lakes and streams is essential to protect one of Shawano County’s 

greatest assets – clean water.  Good water quality is also necessary for many wildlife species and 

providing us with recreational opportunities such as fishing, boating and swimming.  The need for 

improved stormwater management and shoreland restoration is applicable to all areas within Shawano 

County.  Project proposals throughout Shawano County will be considered.  Rain Gardens can also 

be an eligible practice depending on the needs of the site. 

 

Shoreland restoration projects involve establishing native plants such as native grasses, wildflowers, 

shrubs and trees which provide a deep root structure to hold soil in place.  This prevents soil erosion 

and improves water quality by reducing the overall amount of nutrients and pollutants that enter 

Shawano County surface waters.  Individual property owners can chose plants which are not only 

aesthetically pleasing, but appropriate for their property and landscaping desires.  Vegetation along 

the shoreline also creates a biological barrier to deter Canada Geese from coming on to the land.  

Although wildlife habitat is enhanced through these projects, the most important benefits are water 

quality improvements. 

 

Rain gardens are landscaped areas formed from a hollow depression that are planted with native 

perennial plants.  Rain gardens are fairly simple to create and care for.  Rain gardens can also offer 

options for shoreland properties where there is not adequate area to establish a shoreland buffer and 

in non-riparian (waterfront) properties.  The depression allows stormwater to slowly infiltrate onsite 

while absorbing pollutants and sediment.  Rain gardens actively manage stormwater on a landowner’s 

property from impervious surfaces such as concrete and building roofs. 

 

Shoreland restoration and rain gardens are best completed on a voluntary basis.  Willing volunteers 

can provide showcase examples of how lakeshore property owners can restore natural shorelines and 

still enjoy a view of the lake.  Property owners, who participate voluntarily, will be eligible for a 50% 

cost-share rate and up to a maximum of $2,500 of cost-share per property.  Landowners will need to 

enter into cost-share agreements with the Shawano County Land Conservation Department.  Cost 

shared practices shall be operated and maintained for a minimum of 10 years, commencing on the 

date that the final practice covered by the agreement has been installed.  Pictures of recent projects 

are on the next page. 

 

Funding is still available.  For more information on this opportunity please contact: 

 

Scott M. Frank 

Conservationist 

Shawano County Land Conservation Department 

(715) 526-4632 

scott.frank@co.shawano.wi.us  

 

http://www.co.shawano.wi.us/
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