
 

 

MINUTES  

 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTEE (LCC) 

November 5, 2013  
 

Members present: Bert A. Huntington, Robert (Bob) Krause, Richard Ferfecki, Alan Tauchen   

        Marvin Klosterman and Arlyn Tober. 

 

Members absent: None 

 

Others present: Scott Frank, Brian Hanson & Jon Motquin (LCD), Tim Reed & Steve Kunst (P&D), Cheryl  

    Bergold (USDA) & Althea Klosterman.  

 

Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room A, 8:00 AM 

 

1. Call to order: Vice-Chairman Krause called the meeting to order at 8:02 A.M.         

 

2. Verification of Posting:  Frank verified that meeting notice was properly posted.  

 

3. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda: Motion made by Ferfecki, 

second by Tauchen to allow deviation from the order of items listed on agenda if necessary.  All 

voted yes.  Motion carried. 

 

4. Public Comments:  None.            

 

5. Approve minutes of the 9/10/13 LCC meeting and 9/30/13 joint LCC and PD&Z 

meeting: Motion made by Ferfecki, second by Tauchen to approve the minutes of both meetings 

as written.  All voted yes.  Motion carried. 

 

6. USDA-NRCS Report:  None.    

         

7. USDA-FSA Report:  Cheryl Bergold began by passing around copies of the report and covered 

the following items: FSA office reopens under a continuing resolution that funds the government 

through January 15th; issued 2013 Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and DCP payments; 

Reductions in DCP payments and 2013 commodity loans due to Sequestration; Fall Crop Reporting 

deadline of Nov. 15th (matches same date used by crop insurance companies) for 2014 perennial 

forages and fall seeded small grains; Shawano FSA staff will continue to provide assistance to 

Oconto-Marinette office due the staff shortages and current CRP enrollment numbers.  Discussion 

occurred on the Farm Bill, CRP, crop reporting and conservation compliance.  See attached copy of 

FSA report.  Tober and Huntington joined the meeting during this report. 

 

8. LCD Staff Report:  Frank reported on: Youth Conservation Field Day was held at Navarino Nature 

Center (NNC) on 9/19/13.  Approximately 200 5th graders from Olga Brener, along with teachers, 

chaperones and NNC volunteers.  Krause asked about the expenses for the event.  Frank stated we 

are very close to our budgeted amount of $1,000.  Most of the expense is from rental of porta 

poties/wash station, splitting busing cost and NNC facility use.  Discussion focused on how to 

incorporate additional schools and identifying funding beyond our initial designated amount.  Frank 

attended the Fall County Conservationist meeting and noted one of the main items discussed was 

merging of departments in counties and its affect on conservation staffing and priorities.  Frank and 

Motquin met with Denny and Kathy Nodloff, property owners on Cloverleaf Lakes, over concerns a 

group of them have with continual high water levels and its negative impacts to the shoreland.  After 

some discussion there was consensus of the LCC to not get involved with this issue at this time.  Our 

first class of the NMP course for farmers was held on 10/1/13, was hosted by Gary and Kathy Luebke 

and focused on soil testing.  Six farmers are participating.  The next classes are on 12/16/13 and 

1/30-31/14.  Hanson reported working on ag-waste projects being installed and surveying for 
projects in preparation for the next EQIP signup.  Motquin reported on attending the Fall AIS 

Coordinators meeting and the proposed changes to the AIS program statewide that could include a 

multi-county coordinator approach, more in the field activities.  Motquin stated he is now working on 

mapping data he logged and compiling information for year-end reporting. 

 



 

 

9. Report on 10/16/13 Lumberjack RC&D Council meeting:  Tober reported on the road right-of-

way invasive plant survey completed in Vilas County, forest inventory plots done by Lumberjack 

RC&D staff and potential project renewal with the DNR, Friend of Forestry Award presented to Rezner 

Family and presentation given by Eric Roers DNR Forester – Shawano, Forestry Conference held in 

Florence, Wisconsin Headwaters Invasive Partnership (WHIP) funding request to continue part-time 

coordinator, funding request from Florence County for community garden and outdoor classroom, and 

Claudia Baker is leaving Lumberjack in Feb. 2014.  Ferfecki reported Bob Hermes was elected vice-

president to finish out Erhard Huettl’s term and the next meeting is scheduled for Jan. 15, 2014 in 

Vilas County.        

 

10. Report on 10/9/13 Washington Lake Management District meeting:  Klosterman reported all 

seven members of the Commission were present  and items discussed were: a fall inspection of the 

lake was completed by Matt Harp (consultant) that found some improvement but there was still 

approximately 13 locations of Eurasian water milfoil; members of the DNR also took lake samples of 

which tests will be known later this year; Mike Krause reported he trapped 15 rusty crayfish and the 

lake has become very fishable compared to last year.  Jackie Stingle also presented a letter the 

Commissioners wrote in support of Shawano County’s effort to apply for renewal of their AIS grant. 

 

11. Shawano County Land & Water Resource Management Plan renewal:  Frank stated our 

current 5-year plan is set to expire on 12/31/14 and WI DATCP has requested what our intentions 

are for either extending the existing plan or revising it to secure a 10-year approval.  Frank 

referenced the guidance document included in their agenda packet that is provided by DATCP 

outlining the options and processes.  Frank recommended that we apply for a 2 year extension as 

it would allow us to match-up to the upcoming 2 year term of LCC members and during this time 

work collectively toward a 10 year plan revision.  Following some discussion a motion was made 

by Krause, seconded by Ferfecki to request DATCP approve a 2 year extension of the Shawano 

County Land & Water Resource Management Plan and have Chairman Huntington sign the request.  

All voted yes. Motion carried.           

 

12. Conservation Practice cost-share assistance request:  Frank stated Bryan Rehn has received a 

Notice of Discharge (NOD) Program grant from the DNR for $73,250.  In the grant application we split 

up manure storage/transfer from the rest of the practices.  Bryan Rehn is requesting cost-share for 

barnyard runoff, milkhouse waste, animal walkways and nutrient management.  Each funding source 

is still a 70% cost-share rate meaning the landowner is responsible for 30%.  Frank stated this 

project will be done in 2014 and these 2013 SWRM funds will be carried forward through your action 

next month.   Ferfecki asked what amount of follow-up is done on these projects to see that they are 

being maintained.  Frank stated there is no set schedule.  It was consensus of the committee to have 

staff perform inspections to see that practices are being maintained properly.  Motion made by 

Tober, second by Tauchen to approve $8,300 in Bond cost-share and up to 250 Ac. in SEG cost-

share (from funds county received in 2013 DATCP SWRM grant) for Bryan Rehn’s livestock waste 

management project.  All voted yes.  Motion carried. 

 

13. Farmland Preservation Plan update:  Kunst reported we have not received final word from WI 

DATCP as of yet but noted they are very busy.  Kunst stated a joint PD&Z and LCC meeting for a 

public hearing on the Farmland Preservation Plan has been set for 8:30AM Monday Dec. 2, 2013 at 

the Courthouse.  Kunst also reported being recently informed by Marlin Noffke that the Town of 

Hartland has not approved their farmland preservation area map.  Hartland has an upcoming plan 

commission and Town Board meeting on Nov. 19, 2013 where this item will be on the agenda for 

action.  Kunst stated he will be there to help clarify things.                                              

 

14. Resolution to fund County Forest Management from timber harvest revenues:  Frank stated 

the Finance Department has reminded him again that a resolution is necessary to follow through with 

our budget action to create a Forest Management cost center and fund it with timber harvest 

revenues.  Frank stated he drafted the resolution that is included in the agenda packet and forwarded 

it to Tony Kordus for review.  Frank noted a couple of changes he and Tony Kordus made.  It was 

consensus of the committee to also remove the 4th Whereas.  Krause recommended including the 

word education in the Now, therefore be it resolved and Be it further resolved sections.  Discussion 
followed.  Frank stated he will gather data on projected expenses for implementation of the Forest 

Management Plan.  Motion made by Krause, second by Tauchen to approve and forward to County 

Board the resolution as amended.  All voted yes.  Motion carried.    

 



 

 

15. Transfer of SWRM Grant Cost-Share Funds:  Frank reported receiving requests for unused DATCP 

SEG (nutrient management) cost share funds from Fond du Lac, Langlade and Marathon counties.  

Frank stated staff was unable to get enough landowners to commit to the funds, specifically for 

nutrient management, we had allocated from DATCP for 2013 and it makes sense to transfer them to 

a county that can for this year.  The deadline to transfer funds to another county is November 15, 

2013.  Tober asked if we are affected in future allocations from the state if we are not spending the 

funds.  Frank stated yes that is the case but sharing the funds shows our willingness to make good 

use of them.  Participation in the Farmland Preservation Program is also one of the criteria to award 

SEG funding.  Since we have approximately 300 landowners claiming the tax credits we are ranking 

fairly high for funding.  The requested SEG cost-share amounts to be transferred are as follows: to 

Fond du Lac County $627.60; to Langlade County $8,036; to Marathon County $10,000.  Motion 

made by Krause, second by Tober to approve the SEG cost-share transfers as presented.  All voted 

yes.  Motion carried.             

 

16. Aquatic Invasive Species Grant, Coordinator and Program:  Frank stated he was informed on 

10/7/13 via e-mail from Brenda Nordin (DNR) that our AIS grant application was not renewed.  Our 

current grant will end on 12/31/13.  Frank then went over the spreadsheets which listed projects in 5 

categories which were funded and projects in 2 categories that were not funded.  Frank noted he and 

Motquin felt they did not get awarded all of the points they should have.  County staff has expressed 

their concerns to both regional and state DNR staff but no adjustments can be made to this ranking 

cycle.  Frank went on to express his frustration in the lengthy amount of time (average of 6 months) 

it has taken to get reimbursed for an annual submittal of expenses and additional demands being 

required by DNR regional staff among other concerns.  Discussion then focused on where we go from 

here.  Frank stated there is interest from both Menominee County and East Central Wisconsin 

Regional Plan Commission at exploring a joint application.  Krause stated the need to revisit the 

recently approved CIP’s since we are not going to have an AIS Coordinator on staff beginning Jan 1, 

2014.  Motquin stated he recommended keeping certain components within the CIP’s.  It was 

consensus of the committee to have staff explore the option of a joint application with Menominee 

County and East Central Wisconsin Regional Plan Commission, report back at the next LCC meeting 

and also include agenda item to re-evaluate the 2013 CIP’s.    

 

17. There was consensus of the committee members that it was not necessary to go into closed session.   

 

18. Correspondence and News:  Frank stated Krause gave him the notice he received from the WI 

DNR, for Notice of Intent to Reissue Wisconsin Pollution Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) 

Permit for Oak Grove Dairy Inc., Town of Pella.  Frank stated he would send a copy to Town of Pella 

clerk and file the original for county records.  Frank also reported that he sent a letter on behalf of the 

LCC and LCD to Mary Lou Kugel thanking the Shawano Dairy Promotion Board for providing milk at 

our Youth Conservation Field Day 

 

19. Any other business, committee comments and items for future meeting:  None         

 

20. Travel and Meeting Requests:  Motion by Tauchen, second by Krause to approve Klosterman’s 

attendance at the 10/9/13 Washington Lake District meeting (Cecil) and Ferfecki’s and Tober’s 

attendance at the 10/16/13 Lumberjack RC&D meeting (Pine Hills, Gresham).  All voted yes.  

Motion carried. 
 

21. Confirm next meeting:  The next regular LCC meeting is scheduled for 8:00 AM Tuesday, 

December 3, 2013.   

 

22. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Ferfecki, second by Tauchen. All voted yes. Motion carried.  

Meeting adjourned at 10:42 AM. 

 

 

  

Recorded: Scott M. Frank    Chairman:        Bert A. Huntington 
                     Vice Chairman: Robert Krause 

                       Secretary:        Richard Ferfecki 




