
Minutes 
Land Conservation Committee 

September 13, 2016 
 
 
Members Present:  Bill Berkhahn, Steve Borroughs, Marvin Klosterman, Robert  
                                Krause, Alan Tauchen and Arlyn Tober   
 
Members Absent:   None 
 
Others Present:     Sherry Zenk-Reed (NRCS), Chris Arrowood (TIP), Brian                
                                Hanson, Scott Frank and Mary George (LCD) 
 
Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room A&B (Lower level), 8:15 AM 
 
          Public Hearing 
          Chairman Krause opened the public hearing at 8:19 AM. 
          LWM-CUP-2-16: Paul Schmidt, agent for Schmidt’s Ponderosa requested an         

 expansion of his dairy herd from 1742 to 2295 animal units.  Frank reviewed   
 items in the staff report noting the request does meet the requirements set  
 forth in the county Livestock Waste Management Ordinance and recommends   
 approval with conditions.  Frank read the five conditions.  Krause asked if  
 there was any written correspondence.  Frank read a letter from the Town of  
 Hartland with their recommendations for approval.  Frank also read a letter  
 from Nancy Liesner, neighbor at N3053 S. Highline Road in which she wrote  
 about her concerns regarding odor, gases, health issues and water quality  
 issues.  Roger Liesner spoke of medical issues and asked about distances from  
 manure pits to wells.  Dan Liesner, Robert Liesner, and Thomas Riehl stated  
 concerns of odor issues.  Berkhahn explained he lives in the area and the odor  
 is not bad daily depending on weather conditions. Questions from the  
 committee were answered: Jeff Polenske (Nutrient Management consultant  
 for Schmidt’s Ponderosa) answered questions regarding the manure spreading  
 on the fields. Bob Woldt, Town Chairman, answered questions for the Town  
 of Hartland. Questions were also answered by the Land Conservation  
 Department staff.  Krause asked if there were any other comments and invited  
 the attendees to stay for an explanation of the odor scoring and more  
 information about the state statues for this agenda item. 
 Krause closed the public hearing at 8:49 AM.    

 
 

1. Call meeting to order: Meeting was called to order at 8:49 AM by Chairman 
Krause. 

 
2. Approve minutes of the 8/11/16 Land Conservation Committee (LCC) 

meeting: Motion was made by Klosterman, seconded by Tauchen to accept 
minutes as written.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
3. Public comments: None  

 
4. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda:  Motion 

was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tober to allow deviation from the order of 
items on the agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 



5. Discuss, Review and take action on public hearing request as follows:  
           a.  Livestock Waste Management Conditional Use 2-16: Paul T. Schmidt, agent   
           for Schmidt’s Ponderosa LLC, owner(s), requests a Livestock Waste  
           Management Conditional Use Permit to expand an existing dairy herd beyond  
           the approved animal unit threshold in their most current conditional use permit  
           (AWM-CUP-2-08) on parcels in section 27 and 28 in the Town of Hartland.  Site  
           address: W3773 Old Dump Road & N3070 Highline Road.  Hanson explained  
           how the odor scoring process works for Chapter ATCP 51 Livestock Siting.  The  
           state came up with the formula for determination of odor score based on  
           predicted odor generation and set a threshold of 500 to meet.  Discussion  
           followed.  Hanson also noted per Chapter ATCP 51 that an odor score shall be  
           at least 500 and if all standards are being met the political subdivision (county)  
           shall grant the application.  Krause stated the request of the Town of Hartland  
           is essentially for improved communications and includes some items Schmidt’s  
           Ponderosa already reports to the WI Department of Natural Resources through  
           their Wisconsin Pollutant Discharge Elimination System permit.  Following  
           discussion, a motion was made by Tober and seconded by Berkhahn to  
           recommend approval with conditions (the first 5 as listed in staff report and add  
           #6 for improved communications with the Town of Hartland.  Vote: 6 Yes, 0  
           No, 0 Absent.  Motion carried.  
             
           Conditions for LWM-CUP 2-16: 

1. Prior to the start of construction activities a Livestock Waste Management 
Permit must be obtained from the County Land Conservation Department. 

2. Owner must obtain all required WI DNR permits including erosion control. 
3. Owner must obtain all required Town of Hartland permits. 
4. Up to 2,295 animal units are approved as detailed in the submitted ATCP 

51 application. 
5. Owner needs to maintain WPDES Permit from the WI DNR 
6. Provide a report to the Town of Hartland one year after the project 

completion date along with every three years after. The report would 
document the conditions, show previous and planned changes, note the 
potential impact on neighbors, have a risk management plan and have a 
mitigation plan.   

 
6. Agency Reports: 

a. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Farm Agency (FSA): 
                    Tauchen reported staff continue to work on Conservation Reserve      
                    Programs (CRP) signups, reconstitutions and map changes.  Jake Bourget     
                    is the Acting County Executive Director (CED) for Shawano-Menominee    
                    FSA office.  Dates to remember: Non-Insured Assistant Program (NAP)  
                    Deadline to purchase coverage for alfalfa, clover, grasses, mixed forages,  
                    rhubarb, rye, triticale, vetch, and wheat is September 30, 2016.  Deadline  
                    to complete acreage report (FSA-578) for fall seeded crops, perennial  
                    forage, fall mint, pasture, rangeland, forage and cover crops is November  
                    15, 2016.      
 
                    Deadline to purchase NAP coverage for 2017 crops including apples,     
                    asparagus, blueberries, cranberries, currants, grapes, honey, hops,    
                    maple sap, pears and strawberries is November 21, 2016.  Deadline to      
                    sign up for 2017 Dairy Margin Program was revised to December 16,  
                    2016.  A copy of the September 2016 FSA report is available in the Land  
                    Conservation Department. 



 
b. USDA – Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS): Zenk-Reed 

reported September 2nd was the Environmental Quality Incentive Program 
deadline.  There were 22 new applications and 12 unfunded applications 
from last year and will know by February which ones will be awarded.  
Staff person, Judy Tomashek will be done at the end of September.  
November will be the sign up for the Conservation Stewardship Program, 
the application will look different this year and will be more resource 
based.  Wetland Determinations were completed on over 200 tracts this 
year.  Conservation Field Day is September 15, 2017.  Scott Koehnke and 
Zenk-Reed will present Wetlands and Soils to the 5th graders.  Zenk-Reed 
discussed the listing of allocations by Land Use for the Local Work Group.  
The list was included in the LCC agenda packets.  

 
7. Land Conservation Staff Reports: Krause stated the staff reports were 

provided in the agenda packets and asked if there were any questions.  
Klosterman asked about the spraying of Japanese Knotweed. Frank stated it 
seems to be successful but will know more if it was successful next year in May. 
There was another site north that was also treated. Tober asked if Roundup 
would work.  Frank stated it is not the best product to use.  Arrowood stated 
that roundup could be used but needs to be treated with stem injection and this 
method is very time consuming and doesn’t always work.  Klosterman asked 
about a shoreline restoration at the Hubertus property. Frank stated that this 
property was last year’s Shoreland Restoration Project on Long Lake.  Due to 
the high water problem late last year the contractor was contacted to come back 
and place a bio-log and plants on the property.  Frank announced the 4th annual 
Youth Conservation Field Day is this week Thursday, September 15th at Navarino 
Nature Center.  We will be hosting four schools (Olga Brener, Sacred Heart, St. 
Paul and Gresham) and approximately 250 5th grade students.  Krause stated 
he saw and article in the Shawano paper regarding the field day.  Tober asked 
about the sinkholes in the Town of Grant.  Hanson and Frank explained their 
findings which ended up being an internally drained area but not a sinkhole. 
Krause asked about a complaint of manure spreading in the Town of Navarino. 
Frank explained the complaint and found out it was a set aside field and it was 
listed as idle in the farms nutrient management plan.  Frank did inspections and 
contacted the landowner and their crop consultant. Frank has not heard back 
from them to date. The committee reviewed the staff reports and accepted 
them. 
 

8. Discuss and take possible action on Timberland Invasives Partnership’s 
project proposal to Lumberjack Resource Conservation and 
Development (RC&D) Council: Arrowood stated he was asking for a 
recommendation of approval for the Timberland Invasives Partnership’s project 
proposal to Lumberjack RC&D from the four counties LCC groups (Langlade, 
Shawano, Oconto, & Menominee Counties).  The requested amount is $4,000 
and would help cover costs for supplies, mileage and wages. No funding is 
expected from Shawano County. Following discussion, a motion was made by 
Tober, seconded by Tauchen to recommend approval of the request to 
Lumberjack RC&D.  Motion prevailed by acclamation.       
 

9. Discuss and provide guidance on what constitutes waste storage 
regarding manure stored next to a barn:  Frank went over the definition of 
Waste Storage Facility in the county Livestock Waste Management Ordinance 



(LWMO) and discussed how staff has informed farmers when building animal 
housing. Hanson gave a presentation on how farms are using various methods 
to hold waste for the short term, up to one month before removing and land 
spreading it.  Following discussion on what constitutes waste storage.  A motion 
was made by Tober and seconded by Berkhahn that if the area of waste 
collection is more than a week of storage (volume) or if it impounds water and/or 
manure it is considered a waste storage facility. Motion prevailed by 
acclamation.  Frank stated this wording would be added as a condition on future 
Livestock Waste Management Permits and included the next time we do a text 
amendment to the LWMO. 
 

10. Report on Lake Management District meeting(s):  Berkhahn reported that 
Loon Lake had a quick meeting September 3rd.  The spot treatment for Eurasian 
Milfoil did not work well as the three spots that were treated are coming back 
and planning to treat again in 2017.  Onterra is working on updating their lake 
management plan, and they are still having problems with jet skis where the 
sheriff was contacted.  They are trying to deal with this issue as a group to avoid 
having to call the Sherriff.  Krause stated there is a meeting for White Clay Lake 
District tonight. 
 

11. Discuss and take possible action on cost-share funding request(s) for 
soil & water conservation practices:  Frank explained that next month we 
will have one for Edler’s grazing plan.  This month there is a Shoreland 
restoration project on Long Lake at the Ed Stefaniak property.  Frank showed 
the committee photos of the property as well as the plan for the property project 
cost and what our portion of the cost share would be.  The project includes a 
rain garden and plantings near the shoreline.  The eligible costs of the proposed 
project is $2,250 with the 50% cost share portion being $1,125.  Motion was 
made by Tauchen, seconded by Klosterman to approve the cost share on this 
project.  Motion prevailed by acclamation.    
 

12. Report on and approval of Certificates of Compliance issued for 
Farmland Preservation Program:  Frank noted the list for the past month 
was included in their agenda packet.  A motion was made by Klosterman, 
seconded by Berkhahn to accept the Certificates of Compliance.  Motion 
prevailed by acclamation. 
 

13. Correspondence and news: None 
 

14. New business that is requested for future committee consideration: 
Frank stated his Annual Performance Review needs to be completed next month.  
Frank also stated there will likely be another request for a Livestock Waste CUP. 
 

15. Approve travel and meeting requests if necessary: None 
 

16. Set next meeting date:  October 13, 2016 at 8:15 AM and November 10, 
2016 at 8:15 AM. 
 

17. Adjournment:  Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen to 
adjourn the meeting.  The meeting adjourned at 11:07 AM. 

 
Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant III 
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