
Minutes 
Land Conservation Committee 

August 10, 2017 
 

Members Present:  Bill Berkhahn, Marvin Klosterman, Robert Krause, and Arlyn Tober  

  
Members Absent:   Steve Borroughs and Alan Tauchen- (Both Excused) 

 
Others Present:      Scott Frank, Mary George (LCD), Jamie Patton (UWEX), and Mitch Ives   
                                (Timberland Invasives Partnership - TIP) 

                          
Location & Time:    Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7, 8:15 AM 

 
1. Call meeting to order: Meeting was called to order at 8:21 AM by Chairman Krause. 
 

2. Approve minutes of the 7/13/17 Land Conservation Committee (LCC) 
meeting:  Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Klosterman to accept the 

minutes as written.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

3. Public comments: None 

 
4. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda:  Motion was made 

by Berkhahn, seconded by Klosterman to allow deviation from the order of items on 
the agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

5. Agency Reports: 
a. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Farm Service Agency (FSA): 

None 
 

b. USDA- Natural Resources Conservation Services (NRCS): None 
 

c. WI Department of Natural Resources (DNR): Frank Stated Eric Roers sent him 

an email as Roers was unable to attend. Frank stated the DNR Forestry has 
reorganized.  Roers will be responsible for Managed Forest Law (MFL) properties 

for all of Shawano County.  The integrated forestry staff at the ranger stations 
are focused on private outreach, state lands work and fire control.  Integrated 
work includes cost-share applications, Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) and 

Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) assistance, insect and disease 
requests, tree planting, etc.  Zach Hylinski will be responsible for the tree planting 

program going forward.  Frank stated that Roers included the new Foresters 
county coverage map and passed around the map for committee members to 
see.  Frank stated that in the past the county was divided between three foresters 

and the new map shows that two foresters will be helping with the integrated 
program while Roers will be helping administratively and handling the tax law. 

 

6. Discuss and take possible action on Timberland Invasives Partnership’s (TIP) 
grant proposal to the Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development 

Council: Mitch Ives distributed 2 handouts then stated he was here to talk about the 
grant TIP was applying for. The grant would be from the Lumberjack Resource 
Conservation & Development.  The budget includes money set aside from Langlade 

and Menominee Counties to use as cash match funds but does not exclude partner 
counties like Shawano to continue receiving help from TIP.  They are looking for the 

funding for general coordinator staffing as well as wages for an intern.  Frank explained 



that this grant is a very important one as it allows the TIP Coordinator to respond to 
an issue at a moment’s notice unlike past grants. There was discussion regarding the 

funding and where it comes from.  Ives explained he is looking for the counties support 
to apply for this grant.  Krause stated there is no financial support needed from 

Shawano County.  A motion was made by Tober, seconded by Berkhahn to support the 
grant application for funding from the Lumberjack Resource Conservation & 
Development.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
7. Land Conservation Staff Reports:  Krause stated the staff reports were included in 

the packets. Klosterman asked about the control of the Japanese Knotweed and heard 
that it grew back.  Krause stated he showed Tober some spots while on the tour that 
were not completely gone as well as an area that seemed to be gone. Frank stated 

that two sites have been prepped again for another round of treatment which will be 
done by the Highway Department toward the end of August.  Frank also stated the 

area that seemed to be eradicated may come back next year.  It depends on the 
density and size of the stand and literature states it usually takes 2 or 3 years or more 
of treatment for it to be totally gone.  There was discussion regarding other herbicides 

and applications along with potential need for restoration.  Klosterman asked about 
the rock chute and wondered what that was.  Frank explained it was to help with 

erosion control.  
 

8. Review and discussion on 8/8/17 Shawano County Conservation Tour:  Krause 

stated he and Jamie stopped and looked at a seeder for cover crops.  He also stated 
we should send out thank you notes to the tour stop hosts.  Klosterman stated that 

Frank did a nice job arranging the tour and included a good variety.  He also stated 
that the tree farm was different from the other farms and he wanted to see the robotic 
milker in use and was pleased he was able to see it.  Frank asked if there was any 

improvements like aerial photos or anything that may be beneficial.  Berkhahn stated 
the staff and hosts really did a nice job explaining everything.  Krause stated the 

families and staff really did a great job explaining the history of the farm as well as the 
improvements.  Krause also stated that he felt the group shouldn’t be any bigger. 
Krause asked if things were discussed in the vehicles and maybe want to consider using 

a larger vehicle to have the group all together so things can be discussed on the road. 
Berkhahn stated it was a good variety of topics.  The committee discussed ideas for 

traveling together on future tours.  Tober stated it was good for the lake people to see 
the farm side of things and we should keep getting the food from the jail.  Patton stated 
1756 people saw the Facebook page where she posted pictures of the tour.  The 

committee agreed it was a successful tour. 
 

9. Report on 7/27/17 Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development 

Council meeting:  Frank stated he was the only one from Shawano County that 
attended the meeting in Keshena.  Frank presented the Forestry awards to Terry Seidl 

and family.  Seidl also received the WI State Tree farmer award for Shawano County 
from last year as we all really wanted to give the award to Mr. Seidl in person.  The 
group was pleased to able to present the awards in person.  Frank explained how the 

annual grant funding amount is figured out and stated the 2018 grant funding would 
be approximately $75,000. They also discussed policies, personnel policies, insurance 

and grant funding.  The next meeting will be on October 18. 
 

10. Review on 7/28/17 Lake Michigan Area Association Summer Tour: Tober 

stated the tour was pretty good. We went to a farm with a manure digester. Tour 
started at the Book Worm Garden where UW Sheboygan rents the land from the 

county.  The gardens look like a fairyland with many themes.  George explained that 



the gardens represented different books like Horton Hatches an Egg, Winnie the Pooh 
and Little House in the Big Woods.  Tober stated the wastewater treatment plant treats 

waste from 11 miles away and uses the methane gas it produces to heat and generate 
electricity for the plant.  George stated that they also separate the solids and then dry 

it to be sold for fertilizer.  Krause asked about the separation process. The attendees 
explained the process.  Klosterman stated there was 7.5 acres at the Book Worm 
Gardens and the group was unable to see all of it due to time constraints.  Next was 

the Majestic Dairy to see the digester, then to an Aquaponics Farm that produce 
vegetables, mostly lettuce, inside a barn.  The farm uses the waste water from the 

tilapia for growing the vegetables then sells the fish to local restaurants. Tober stated 
they fixed up a barn for weddings and parties.  George stated they also have a Bed & 
Breakfast and a golf course on site.  Klosterman stated all counties were represented.  

George stated the tour was nice in the fact they showed the handling of waste in 
various ways.  All agreed that it was a very nice tour. 

 

11. Review and take possible action on 2016 Annual Report:  Krause asked when 
the report was going before the county board.  Frank stated that it needed to be turned 

in on Tuesday August 22.  Krause noted the pictures were a nice addition.  Frank stated 
that this year the department looked at other department’s reports and found out from 

the County Clerk that pictures could be in the report.  Tober asked about the pictures 
on the page 4.  Frank explained where the pictures were taken.  Motion was made by 
Berkhahn, seconded by Klosterman to approve the 2016 LCD annual report as 

presented and submit for the County Board this month.  Motion prevailed by 
acclamation.  

 

12. Discuss and take possible action on landowner cost-share request(s) for soil 
and water conservation practices:  None submitted. 

 

13. Review and take action on 2018 Land Conservation Budget:  Frank stated we 
are 1.75% under allocation at the moment. Frank met with Nitta (Finance) and made 

some tweaks which resulted in the current budget. Krause asked Frank what were the 
changes made to get to this point.  Frank explained the biggest area was with Blake 
Schuebel and his work with Wildlife Damage Program which is 100% reimbursed by 

the state. In the past, Schuebel’s time was budgeted for 6%. Frank noted the recent 
three-year average was 7.8%.  Julia (Finance) changed the salary worksheet to 8% 

which accounts for about $1,400.  Frank added that he adjusted the budget amount 
for some meetings, mileage, fuel, and forestry consulting services (no timber marking 
needed for 3 years). Klosterman asked about the timber harvests.  Frank stated that 

Nitta said to continue budgeting the way we have in the past and we will be able to fix 
it at the end of the year if necessary.  There was discussion about the timber harvest.  

Frank stated that if more cuts are necessary he would target a computer software 
module upgrade (for conservation compliance tracking) but hoped not to. Motion was 
made by Tober, seconded by Berkhahn to approve the budget as presented and 

forward to the Finance Committee.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

14. Discuss/ Consider and possible action on the consensus of County 
Conservationist (in UWEX Unit 8) on where help is needed from the UW-

Extension:  Krause stated there was a letter in the packets.  John Exo was to be at 
the County Conservationist meeting in Wisconsin Rapids last month.  Frank was unable 
to attend the meeting but was in contact with Greg Cleereman who attended the 

meeting to see his take on it. Cleereman explained that Exo was happy to see what 
this group has done.  Exo also stated that our area was the furthest in the process.  

Cleereman gave the consensus letter to the Unit 8 director.  Cleereman wrote “once 



all the counties are on the same page we can start working with UWEX within our 
counties and at the upper echelons to see if/how some of the needs can be met”.  Frank 

suggested we send our recommendations to Nancy Crevier as well as our partner Unit 
8 counties.  Krause stated that these are programs that would like additional help from 

UWEX but the word essential in the letter is a strong word.  Frank stated that it comes 
from past interactions between our agencies and goes back to preparing the County 
Land and Water plans with our understanding that all of our partners being identified 

and which area each of our partners can help with implementation. Then not having 
that partner that has been identified goes against those plans.  This issue goes state 

wide.  Krause stated besides the 5 items, improved communication and accountability 
between the extension and unit 8 county to be crucial. He liked that statement but also 
what Frank stated about Land and Water Plans should have been in the letter as well.  

Motion was made by Tober, seconded by Klosterman to submit the letter with additions 
on County Land & Water Plans to Nancy Crevier and other Unit 8 counties.  Motion 

prevailed by acclamation. 
 

15. Correspondence and news:  Frank stated White Clay Lake Protection & 

Rehabilitation District’s application for a permit to treat 2.57 acres of cattail at the boat 
landing was approved by WI DNR.  Frank was informed by Chris Clayton from WI 

DATCAP that an appeal of the LCC’s decision on the Matsche Farms, Inc. CUP has been 
filed.  Discussion followed about the appeal.  Krause stated he received a call from a 

manure hauler explaining that farms who use their own manure haulers have different 
rules than the custom haulers who need CDL a license and follow the laws that pertain 
to that license.  That issue is one to be directed to our state legislators not this 

committee. 
 

16. New business that is requested for future committee consideration:  Frank was 
contacted by a resident in the Town of Belle Plaine who is concerned about manure 
spreading and the increasing levels of nitrate in the well water.  The well for Belle Plaine 

community center is high in nitrates and with the sandy soils in the area Frank asked 
if the town would like to write a grant to Lumberjack RC&D for funding to test the wells 

in the Town.  If the town proceeds to apply for the grant, it will then need to be brought 
to the County LCC for approval prior to Lumberjack grant submittal deadline of October 
1, 2017.   

 
17. Approve travel and meeting requests if necessary:  Berkhahn stated there will 

be 3 lake meeting coming up Labor Day weekend that he plans on attending. (This is 
covered by the prior LCC member appointments approval.) 

 

18. Set next meeting date(s): September 14, 2017, October 12, 2017 both at 8:15 AM. 
 

19. Adjournment: Motion to adjourn by Klosterman, seconded by Berkhahn. Motion 
prevailed by acclamation.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:53 AM. 

 
Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant III 

 


