
Minutes 
Land Conservation Committee 

July 13, 2016 
 
 

Members Present:  Bill Berkhahn, Steve Borroughs, Marvin Klosterman, Robert  
                                Krause, Alan Tauchen and Arlyn Tober   
 

Members Absent:   None 
 

Others Present:      Chris Arrowood, Timberland Invasives Partnership (TIP),    
                                Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant   

                                (LCD) 
 
Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7 (Lower level), 8:15 AM 

 

1. Call meeting to order: Meeting was called to order at 8:16 am by Chairman 
Krause. 

 
2. Approve minutes of the 6/9/16 Land Conservation Committee meeting: 

Motion was made by Klosterman, seconded by Borroughs to accept minutes as 

written.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

3. Public comments: None  
 

4. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda:  Motion 

was made by Tober, seconded by Tauchen to allow deviation from the order of 
items on the agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
5. Agency Reports: 

 

a. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Farm Service 
Agency: Tauchen stated: the FSA office is at 95% completion with the 

Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss Coverage (PLC) contracts 
and 2000 crop reports completed with 600 still expected.  Heather 
Kuchera is the current COT (County Operations Trainee) in Shawano-

Menominee office and will be there until August 5th.  Shawano-Menominee 
County FSA is still looking for nominees from Menominee County for a 3yr 

term for the County Committee.  The 2017 Dairy Margin Protection 
Program (MMP) sign up period is July 1st thru September 30th.  The 
Conservation Reserve Program is finishing up some of the cost-share 

payments to participants that planted wildlife food plots this spring.  A 
copy of the report is available in the Land Conservation Department. 

 
b. USDA- Natural Resource Conservation Service: None 

 

6. Land Conservation Staff Reports: The committee reviewed the staff reports 
included in the agenda packets and accepted them. Klosterman noted that a lot 

of time was spent at Zernicke’s Lanstad Dairy LLC. Frank stated things are 
progressing and he will be discussing that topic later in the meeting. 

 



7. Timberland Invasives Partnership (TIP) Report: Arrowood gave a monthly 
report including information on education & outreach, control, and funding.  

Arrowood stated the reach of 629 people is almost double compared to June 
2015.  Arrowood has been working on the invasive species throughout the TIP 

counties including hand pulling wild parsnip in Langlade and part of Shawano 
Counties. Arrowood spoke of the financial end of TIP being relatively good but 
much of his time is spent keeping track of 9 different grants.  Arrowood reported 

that TIP is receiving funding from 2 partner counties which is a first of its kind 
in the state.  Arrowood handed out and went over copies of resolutions from 

both Menominee and Langlade counties. Discussion followed on the limited 
opportunities for state funding and the benefits of financial contributions from 
partners. Tip received $5000 from Langlade County to do 200 hrs. of work for 

Langlade County Forestry Department doing inventory, control and putting 
together informational stations at the trail heads. Arrowood stated he is also 

working on getting grants. There was discussion on how this funding 
arrangement with TIP would work.  Krause thanked Arrowood for his report. 

 

8. Reports on Lake District Meetings: White Clay Lake District meeting on June 
15, 2016 - Krause stated White Clay Lake received approval from the 

Department of Natural Resources (DNR) to spray cattails.  Originally they were 
going to spray 9 acres but it was reduced to just the 2 acres by the boat landing.  

The treatment was completed by Lake & Pond Solutions on June 8th. The annual 
meeting was set for September 13.  Frank stated the meeting attendance and 
participation by District Commissioners has been consistent. Frank also stated 

that the Capital Improvement Program committee asked him about having East 
Central Wisconsin Regional Plan Commission write a Lake Management Plan for 

White Clay Lake.  Frank spoke with Eric Fowle who felt this was something they 
would be able to do and they would contact District President, Dennis Muck. 

 

9. Update on county agreement with Zernicke’s Landstad Dairy LLC:  Frank 
stated that the Land Conservation Dept. staff worked with Tony Kordus to draft 

an agreement made between the Zernike’s and Shawano County. The 
agreement was signed and the work started earlier this month.  The basin to 
collect the feed pad leachate is almost completed and the pump is to be installed.  

The timeline was to have the temporary measures completed by July 15th and 
the permanent measures completed by June 1, 2018.  This gives them time to 

complete the project and mirror’s the WI DNR’s requirements.  The other 
concern is making sure the feed pad is meeting the intent of today’s standards.  
Krause asked about funding to help Zernicke’s.  Frank stated that Environmental 

Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) is probably not an option. There are no funds 
to help with the temporary structure but will likely apply for Notice of Discharge 

(NOD) funds through the DNR for the permanent measures.  There was 
discussion about the reasoning behind doing the permanent measures later 
instead of this year. 

  
10. Discuss and take possible action on cost-share funding request(s) for 

soil and water conservation practices:  Frank stated that he received 4 
requests for cost-share funding.  Three requests do not have enough information 
to make a decision at this time:  Matt Maroszek, abandoning a manure storage 

and is willing to wait until next year; Umland Farms, Barnyard runoff and 
nutrient management; Thomas Edler, managed grazing, barnyard runoff and 



nutrient management.  Frank stated the 4th is from Lardinois Farms LLC to 
upgrade manure storage in Section 36, Town of Maple Grove.  Frank noted the 

home farm is in Brown County a few miles away, explained the situation and 
showed some pictures of the site.  There was discussion regarding the 

uniqueness of this project with the main farm in Brown County and the other in 
Shawano County and who should be the one to help.  Frank stated other funding 
options to apply for from the DNR or NRCS if approved will push this project into 

2017 and it would be best if it was done this year so it can again be used to 
store waste this winter.  Krause asked if we could push this to our next LCC 

meeting and provide time to get some of these questions answered.  A motion 
by Tober and seconded by Berkhahn to get more information, make  inquiry to 
Brown County on funding and  put this request on next LCC meeting agenda.  

Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

11. Approval of Notice(s) of Noncompliance and report on Certificates of 
Compliance issued for Farmland Preservation program.  Frank stated 
there was 1 Notice of Non-compliance to be issued for Joseph and Lavern Vande 

Corput in the Town of Maple Grove. This was a voluntary removal from the 
program. Frank also stated there were 37 Certificates of Compliance issued since 

our last LCC meeting.  A motion was made by Tober, seconded by Berkhahn to 
accept the Certificates of Compliance and approve the Notice of Non-

Compliance.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

12. Review and take possible action on 2015 Land Conservation Annual 

Report:  Frank explained that this will be the last year the annual report will be 
in this format with Planning & Development.  In March 2015 the Land 

Conservation Department (LCD) became its own entity but last year’s Land 
Conservation budget was included with Planning and Development so the 2015 
Annual report was kept that way.  The question was raised by Frank to add a 

few sentences in the report explaining this and where would be a good place to 
include it.  There was discussion as to where to include this information and 

consensus of the committee was to place it under the Organizational Chart on 
page 3.  A motion was made by Tober, seconded by Berkhahn approve the 2015 
Land Conservation Annual Report as amended and forward it to County Board 

(August 2016 meeting).  Motion was prevailed by acclamation.  
 

13. Discuss 2016 Land Conservation mid-year budget review document:  
Frank stated that revenues will be down from what was budgeted.  He explained 
that the revenue from a couple projects (4 Timber Contracts and Retzlaff Runoff 

management project) will not be coming in this year but will be coming in in 
2017. Frank also stated this fluctuation in forestry revenues is to be expected 

due to multi-year contracts and contract extensions so that next year, with the 
income from the tree harvests, we should be able to make up the deficit.  There 
was some discussion made about ways to deal with this issue and Tober advised 

to check with Darcy Smith and Brent Miller. 
 

14. Correspondence and news: Frank stated he received an invitation from Sherri 
Zenk-Reed (NRCS) for the July 28, 2016 Local Work Group Meeting which was 
also included in the LCC meeting packet.  Frank noted Brian Hanson and/or 

Blake Schuebel from the Land Conservation Department will be attending. There 
was some discussion as to the people that usually attend this meeting.  



Klosterman and Frank will be attending the Lumberjack meeting that same day. 
Frank reported the Village of Birnamwood had their Wisconsin Pollution 

Elimination Discharge System (WPDES) permit reissued for the Wastewater 
Treatment Facility for 5 years.  Krause stated that he will be attending the 

Wisconsin County Association of Agriculture, Environment and Land Use 
Committee meeting tomorrow.  He also stated there are 9 resolutions they will 
be discussing, one of which is about funding for Land Conservation and he will 

bring that information back for the committee in August.  
 

15. New Business that is requested for future Committee consideration: 
Continued discussion and possible action on Cost-Share requests. 

 

16. Approve travel and meeting requests if necessary: Motion was made by 
Tober, seconded by Berkhahn to allow 2 committee members to attend the Local 

Work Group meeting on July 28, 2016 at the Shawano County Courthouse.  
Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 

17. Set next meeting date: August 11, 2016 at 8:15 and September 13, 2016 at 
8:15. 

 
18. Adjournment: A motion was made by Klosterman, seconded by Tauchen to 

adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:16. 
 
 

      Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant 
 


