
Minutes 
Land Conservation Committee 

June 9, 2016 
 
 

Members Present:  Bill Berkhahn, Steve Borroughs, Marvin Klosterman, Robert  
                                Krause, Alan Tauchen and Arlyn Tober   
 

Members Absent:   None 

Others Present:      Sherrie Zenk-Reed (NRCS), Eric Roers (DNR Forester-   

   Shawano), Jason Hennes (DNR Forester-Keshena), Scott   
   Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant (LCD) 

 
Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7 (Lower level), 8:15 AM 

 

1. Call meeting to order: Meeting was called to order at 8:18 am by Chairman 

Krause. 
 

2. Approve minutes of the 5/12/16 Land Conservation Committee 
meeting: Motion was made by Tober, seconded by Klosterman to accept 
minutes as written.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
3. Public comments: None  

 
4. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda:  Motion 

was made by Borroughs, seconded by Berkhahn to allow deviation from the 

order of items on the agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

5. Agency Reports: 
 

a. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Farm Service 

Agency (FSA):  Tauchen handed out the June 2016 FSA Report and 
stated: FSA is taking spring acreage reporting appointments and wrapping 

up Agriculture Risk Coverage (ARC) & Price Loss Coverage (PLC) 
enrollments for 2016.  Shawano-Menominee County FSA office has a 
County Operations Trainee (COT), Rhonda Vande Hey, who is the first of 

three who will be visiting for 6 weeks at a time.  The COT reports to Nancy 
Swenty who is the current Acting County Executive Director (CED).  

Acreage reporting deadline for spring seeded crops is July 15, 2016. ARC 
& PLC enrollment deadline is August 1, 2016 for 2016 Contracts.  
Shawano-Menominee County FSA is seeking to elect 2 individuals from 

Menominee County to serve a 3 year term for the County Committee.  
Interested Candidates need to fill out a nomination form from the 

Shawano – Menominee FSA office due August 1, 2016.  Farm Storage 
Facility Loans (FSFL) has a microloan program.  This option allows 
producers to borrow up to $50,000 with a reduced down payment and 

shorter loan terms.  There was discussion on the COT process.  Tauchen 
stated these three are in training but we may not necessarily get one of 

the three.  Tauchen is hopeful that they will have a new full time CED later 
this year.  A copy of the June 2016 FSA Report is available in the Land 
Conservation Department. 

 



b. USDA - Natural Resource Conservation Service:  Zenk-Reed 
reported: the next Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP) 

batching date is September 2nd.  The annual Local Workgroup meeting is 
on July 28, 2016 at the Shawano Courthouse.  The Conservation 

Stewardship Program (CSP) has 6 new applications selected for funding 
and 7 applications in the renewal process.  These consists of several 
thousand acres.  Terry Huffman is working on the wetland determinations 

which consists of 50-60 tracts.  Ann Williams from the Lena Office is 
assisting the Shawano Office as well. 

 
c. WI Department of Natural Resources (DNR):  Roers handed out the 

2016 Tree Planting Season Report and stated: the spring tree planting 

was low this year; explained that Conservation Reserve Program (CRP) 
applications were not funded this year which may be the part of the 

problem; the small planter needed $500 worth of maintenance which cut 
into the profit.  Roers explained that the county and the DNR work 
together on Tree Planting Program.  Roers then passed around a handout 

from Brenda Nordin on Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ’s) about Aquatic 
Herbicide Use in Wisconsin and spoke of the fish die off on Shawano Lake 

that was reported in the news which was questioning if the Eurasian Milfoil 
treatment application had anything to do with it; stated the application for 

Eurasian milfoil went the way it was supposed to; DNR staff scheduled a 
time to speak with the complainant but they didn’t show.  Berkhahn stated 
there was a sea wall installed with green treated lumber by Whispering 

Pines where dead Northern were found and wondered if that had anything 
to do with the kill.  Frank stated he was out there in March/April and 

thought the fish may have gotten trapped during the building process.  
Roers stated most of the fish die from natural causes.  There was 
discussion about the public’s perception of the spraying and timing of 

natural occurrences.  Roers stated there are 2 warden vacancies that will 
hopefully be filled in January and Andy Lundin from the Green Bay office 

is Shawano’s interim Warden.  Copies of the 2016 Tree Planting Report 
and FAQ’s about Aquatic Herbicide Use in Wisconsin are available in the 
Land Conservation Department. 

 
6. Land Conservation Staff Reports: The committee had reviewed the staff 

reports included in the agenda packets and accepted them. 
      

7. Report on 5/20/16 Lake Michigan Area - Land+Water Conservation 

Association meeting:  Tober reported on issues trying to be addressed with 
High Capacity Wells and Karst topography.  Klosterman stated: that 50-60 

people attended the training session portion led by Jim Vandenbrook (WI 
Land+Water Executive Director) which included the Lake Winnebago Area 
Association members; Department of Agriculture, Trade & Consumer Protection 

(DATCP) staff gave a report on set policies, Land & Water Resource Management 
planning, management grants and cost share; at the Lake Michigan Area 

Business meeting, elections of Ken Fischer from Door County Land Conservation 
Committee (LCC) as the new President and Greg Cleereman from Marinette 
County Land Conservation Department (LCD) as Vice President;  the rest of the 

positions stayed the same; County requests for projects are due July 1st; during 
the County Roundtable they also discussed the well issues in Kewaunee County 

and transfer of manure underground within road right-of-way and under roads.  
George stated the training was excellent as it explained so much about the 



Land+Water Conservation organization and recommended anyone on the 
committee to attend in the future. 

 
8. Reports on Lake District meetings:  Berkhahn reported that Washington 

Lake District treated 9 acres of hybrid Eurasian Water Milfoil; Dan Sumnicht 
offered that White Clay Lake can contact them to help with the Lake plan; There 
was a complaint about the Slow No Wake sign (channel between Shawano Lake) 

being unable to read it.  Berkhahn stated he contacted the county to find out 
about a flashing solar lighted sign and this would cost $1600-$1800.  Berkhahn 

talked to Lloyd Knope and Loon Lake District had their meeting Memorial Day 
weekend, they have an informational meeting in July and next regular meeting 
will be Labor Day weekend; Loon Lake also received a permit to oil goose eggs 

to help with the abundance of geese in the area.  There was discussion about 
the Lake plans.  Krause asked Frank to inform Tom Madsen about providing 

reports on Red Lakes District meetings to the LCC. 
 

9. Discuss and take possible action authorizing the county to pursue an 

agreement with Zernicke’s Lanstad Dairy LLC allowing execution of 
temporary measures to control feed leachate:  Frank stated the WI 

Department of Natural Resources has given the Zernicke’s a timeline to 
implement both temporary and permanent measures to control feed leachate 

runoff at their farm in the Town of Lessor.  Frank handed out a site map, 
explained the problems and options to control the runoff and how it relates to 
the county Livestock Waste Management Ordinance.  Frank stated he and Blake 

Schuebel had already met with County Corporation Counsel, Tony Kordus, to 
discuss the project and see about Kordus’s views on a separate agreement to 

implement temporary measures and he felt comfortable with doing it.  Following 
discussion, a motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tober to have Land 
Conservation Department staff work with Tony Kordus on an agreement with 

Zernicke’s Landstad Dairy LLC allowing the execution of temporary measures to 
control feed leachate runoff.  Motion approved by acclimation. 

  
10. Discuss and take possible action on cost-share funding request for 

shoreland restoration:  Frank stated: he received a request from John 

Repinski for Cost Share Funding for Shoreland restoration;  The landowner’s 
property is at 161 Lake Drive, Gresham (3 doors down from Freiberg’s on the 

Lower Red Lake);  The landowner is using the same contractor as Freiberg’s and 
may want to complete both sites at the same time; have not yet received a site 
plan or cost estimate but will probably be similar to Freiberg’s and less than the 

cap cost share amount of $2,500 per parcel in the Shoreland Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) Project.  A motion was made by Tober, seconded 

by Klosterman to approve this project cost-share request from the Shoreland 
CIP without going over the cap.  Motion approved by acclimation. 

 

11. Report on Certificates of Compliance issued for Farmland Preservation 
Program:  Frank stated there were 21 Notices of Compliance issued since our 

last LCC meeting.  A motion was made by Tauchen, seconded by Berkhahn to 
accept the Notices of Compliance.  Motion prevailed by acclimation. 

 

12. Discuss and take action on request for Shawano County Scholarships to 
2016 WI Land+Water Youth Conservation Camp:  Frank handed stated 

there were 2 scholarship applications (one in LCC agenda packet and other 
handed out) for the 2016 Land+Water Conservation Camp, Ana Krieger 



(Shawano School Dist.) and Rachael Valeria (Pulaski School Dist.).  Frank 
explained that both were registered for camp but had been invoiced differently; 

WI Land+Water invoiced Krieger less the $100 scholarship and invoiced Valeria 
the entire amount so Shawano County will need to make a scholarship payment 

to WI Land+Water and a scholarship payment to Rachael Valeria.  A motion was 
made by Tauchen, seconded by Borroughs to approve both $100 scholarships 
to 2016 WI Land+Water Conservation Camp for Ana Krieger and Rachael 

Valeria.  Motion prevailed by acclimation. 
 

13. Correspondence and news: None 
 

14. New business that is requested for future Committee consideration: 

2015 Budget Closeout Report. 
 

15. Approve travel and meeting requests if necessary:  There was discussion 
about the Lake Michigan Area Land+Water Conservation Summer Tour in 
Marinette County on July 15, 2016.  A motion by Tober, seconded by Berkhahn 

to approve any committee member wishing to attend the July 15, 2016 Summer 
Tour.  Motion was carried by acclimation.   

 
16. Set next meeting date:  July 14, 2016 at 8:15 am and August 11, 2016 at 

8:15 am. 
 

17. Adjournment:   A motion was made by Klosterman, seconded by Berkhahn to 

adjourn the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 9:53 am. 
 

     Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant 
 


