
MINUTES 
LAND CONSERVATION COMMITTIE 

May 12, 2016 
 

Members present: Marvin Klosterman, Alan Tauchen, Robert Krause, Bill 
Berkhahn, Steve Borroughs and Arlyn Tober  

 

Members absent:  none  
 

Others present: Scott Frank, County Conservationist and Mary George, Office 
Assistant (LCD) 

 

Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7 
 

1. Call to order:   Frank called the meeting to order at 8:02 am. 
 

2. Introductions and welcome new members:  Frank welcomed the new Committee 

members.  Staff and committee members introduced themselves. Frank noted the 
Acronyms and Initials Sheet as well as the LCC Handbook that was in the committee’s 

meeting packet and pointed out where to find items in the handbook they might find 
useful.  

 
3. Election of Officers:  Frank opened nominations for Chair.  Motion was made by 

Tober and seconded by Tauchen to nominate Krause for Chair.  Any other nominations 

were called three times, no other nominations were made.  Motion by Tober seconded 
by Berkhahn to cast a unanimous ballot to elect Krause as Chair of the Land 

Conservation Committee.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
                    
           Frank turned over the meeting to Chair Krause. 

 
           Krause opened nominations for Vice-Chair.  Motion was made by Tauchen seconded  

           by Berkhahn to nominate Klosterman for Vice-Chair.  Any other nominations were   
           called three times, no other nominations were made. Motion was made by   
           Borroughs seconded by Berkhahn to cast a unanimous ballot to elect Klosterman as  

           Vice-Chair of the Land Conservation Committee.  Motion Prevailed by acclamation. 
    

Krause opened nominations for Secretary.  Motion was made by Klosterman and 
seconded by Borroughs to nominate Berkhahn for Secretary.  Any other nominations 
were called three times, no other nominations were made.  Motion by Tober, 

seconded by Klosterman to cast a unanimous ballot to elect Berkhahn as Secretary 
of the Land Conservation Committee.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
4. Assignment of recording of minutes:  Krause stated Land Conservation staff have 

done this in the past.  Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Klosterman to 

assign Scott Frank and/or his designee for Recording Secretary.  Motion prevailed by 
acclamation. 

 
5. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda:  Motion was 

made by Tober and seconded by Tauchen to allow deviation from the order of items 

listed on the agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

6. Public comments:  Klosterman attended the dedication for the boardwalk at 
Navarino Nature Center on April 17.  Klosterman explained: background of the 



Lumberjack RC&D’s support of this project and the types of projects they help with; 
stated that the Lumberjack RC&D awarded $10,000 toward the completion of the 

boardwalk; stated there were about 100 people in attendance and shared with the 
committee photographs of the project; stated numerous companies helped this 

project and Miron Construction donated the labor at no charge; remarked the 
boardwalk helps make this area easily accessible to those in wheelchairs.  Frank 
mentioned the project planning likely started 5 years ago with the bulk of fundraising 

and arrangements in the last 2 years. 
 

7. Approve minutes of the 4/6/16 Land Conservation Committee meeting: 
Motion was made by Klosterman and seconded by Tober to accept the minutes as 
written.  Motion prevailed by acclimation. 

 
8. Review and rank project proposals for county Capital Improvement 

Program:  Frank distributed copies of the White Clay Lake Protection & Rehabilitation 
District’s (WCLP&RD) project proposal he received from Dennis Muck which included 
cover letter, CIP application and Town of Washington letter of support.  Frank 

explained this project for development of a Lake Management Plan is very similar to 
the one submitted last year.  The differences this year are the town is willing to fund 

$2,000 as long as the county is willing to fund $4,000 and the new consultant is 
Onterra LLC. Discussion followed on past projects funded by CIP along with the 

process and timeline for this proposal and the fact that this needs to be done before 
submitting for state grant to the DNR on December 10th.  Krause and Frank also 
explained the CIP ranking process by the Home Committee and asked the members 

for their ranking score.  Each member ranked the proposal a 5 and was logged on the 
evaluation form. Motion was made by Tauchen, seconded by Berkhahn to send the 

WCLP&RD proposal and LCC evaluation form to the CIP Committee.  Motion prevailed 
by acclimation. 

 

9. Agency Reports: 
a. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Farm Service 

Agency:  Tauchen handed out the May 2016 Report and explained the makeup 
of the Farm Service Agency (FSA) Committee. Krause and Tauchen reported 
that state statute requires a representative from the FSA committee be on the 

County Land Conservation Committee.  Tauchen passed around two fact sheets 
on the Margin Protection Program for Dairy (MPP-Dairy) to follow-up on 

questions from prior meetings.  Discussion followed regarding milk prices and 
insurance.  Tauchen also stated there is a new temporary CED, Nancy Swenty. 
A copy of the FSA May 2016 report and MPP-Dairy fact sheets are available in 

the Land Conservation Department. 
 

b. USDA - Natural Resource Conservation Service: None 
 

c. WI Department of Natural Resources: None 

 
10. Land Conservation Staff Reports:  Krause stated these monthly staff reports 

provide an overview of what staff are working on.  Klosterman asked about the 
carcass burying complaint.  Frank stated the DNR asked the Land Conservation Dept. 
to investigate.  Brian Hanson went onsite, spoke to people, was unable to see 

evidence of the claim and responded back to the DNR.  There also was a question 
regarding wildlife damage on Schuebel’s report, wondering if it was from a wolf.  

Frank said he would get back to the committee with that information.  The Committee 
had reviewed the staff reports included in the agenda packets and accepted them. 



11. Update on Animal Waste Management Conditional Use Permit 1-08:  Frank 
stated that with Conditional Use Permit (CUP) 1-08, Strassburg’s were approved for 

1,650 animal units which included a heifer barn, manure storage and barn expansion.  
The heifer barn was never included on the map or included in the odor scoring during 

that approval.  Now the Strassburg’s are getting ready to build the heifer barn.  Frank 
explained his department wanted to inform the Land Conservation Committee on how 
they are handling this request.  This heifer barn project is part of CUP 1-08 and they 

are staying within their approval for 1,650 animal units.  Frank stated Blake Schuebel 
assisted with updating the maps as well as the odor scoring and also passed around 

the maps.  The odor scores need to be above 500 with all residences, which these 
were, otherwise additional measures need to be added.  There was discussion on the 
process, odor scoring and permits needed.  Frank mentioned this project will require 

a county Livestock Waste Management Permit.  There was consensus of the 
committee that this the correct way to proceed.   

 
12. Update on 2017 WI DATCP/DNR Nonpoint Source Grant Application:  Frank 

explained that as of last month we were anticipating to submit up to 4 projects for 

targeted Runoff Management Grants but no applications were submitted due to recent 
correspondence with DNR staff that revealed our projects would not meet the grant 

criteria filters which essentially disqualifies livestock operations that are undergoing 
or have undergone significant expansion since effective dates of NR 151 Standards 

and Prohibitions, in most cases 10/1/2002.  There was discussion on the process and 
what to do going forward.  Frank mentioned the LCD is now advising these landowners 
to contact the Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) to find funding through 

EQIP.  Frank also stated each year that out of 30 statewide applications usually about 
12-15 will get funding and he will be keeping an eye on how this new review process 

is working. 
 

13. Report on 4/28/16 Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development 

Council meeting:  Tober reported that he was put on a new grant committee to 
develop guidance on ranking projects and also that if a grant is received the group 

must come back at a future meeting and give a presentation about the project for 
the Council.  Frank reported that new Elections of Officers were made.  Frank and 
Tober gave a synopsis of the Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development 

Council for the new members and stated that this group usually gives $50,000-
$80,000 a year in grant awards toward projects. 

 
14. Report on 4/30/16 Waterways Association of Menominee and Shawano 

Counties Annual meeting:  Frank stated this is a newly formed group (WAMSCO) 

and first multi-county one in the state; they held their 1st annual meeting April 30 in 
Shawano with about 20 people in attendance representing 9-10 lake organizations; 

presentations included: Wisconsin Water Law 1787-Present by Scott Koehnke (DNR), 
Shawano County Shoreland Restoration Program by Scott Frank, Healthy Lakes 
Initiative Grant Program by Belle Plaine Sportsman’s Club and Cloverleaf Lakes 

Association on a practice called Fish Sticks which will help the shoreline habitat; and 
Area Lake Aquatic Plant Management activities by Brenda Nordin (DNR).  Frank 

passed around a WAMSCO brochure and explained they also plan to organize annual 
onsite tours showcasing good land management practices for farmland and 
waterways.  Discussion followed on the organization.  There is still a need for an 

agriculture representative which Frank is working on.  Plans are in the works for a 
web site.  The WAMSCO Board will meet next week to begin plans for the summer.  

 



15. Discuss and take possible action on cost-share funding requests for soil & 
water conservation practices:  Frank stated there are 2 requests (John Heideman; 

Rick Malueg (Townline Farms of Clintonville, Inc.) for Nutrient Management funding 
and both are renting acreage in Shawano County.  Discussion followed.  Motion was 

made by Tauchen and seconded by Tober to have staff seek funding (approximately 
$4,250) from different counties and if successful go ahead with completing cost-share 
agreements. 

 
16. Approval of Notice(s) of Noncompliance and report on Certificates of 

Compliance issued for Farmland Preservation Program:  Frank stated there 
was one Notice of Non-Compliance: Bonnie Lecker of the Town of Washington.  This 
was a volunteer request to be out of the program and the land owner has signed the 

notice.  Motion was made by Klosterman and seconded by Berkhahn to approve this 
completed Notice of Non-compliance.  Motion prevailed by acclimation.  Frank also 

stated that there were 11 Certificates of Compliance issued over the last month. 
Klosterman asked if the landowners with non-compliance could change to be 
compliant.  Frank stated that if the landowner would correct the items of Non-

Compliance they can request to be in the program again. 
 

17. Discuss and take possible action on Committee member appointments: 
Krause and Frank discussed with the board the active Lake districts, our duties 

under Chapter 33 State Stats (Public Inland Waterways) and recommended making 
nominations to them.  There was discussion about pre-appointments made by the 
Committee on Committees and that some changes are expected.  Frank pointed to 

item in agenda packet that under Chapter 33 State Statues allows the Land 
Conservation Committee to make their nominations and then be appointed by the 

County Board.    Krause asked for nominations to the various Lake District Board of 
Commissioners:   
 

Motion was made by Tauchen and seconded by Klosterman to appoint Bill Berkhahn 
to the Loon Lake Wescott Management District, the Lulu Lake Management District 

and the Washington Lake Management District. 
 
Motion prevailed by acclimation.  Motion was made by Klosterman, seconded by 

Berkhahn to appoint Robert Krause to the White Clay Lake Protection & 
Rehabilitation Management District.  Motion prevailed by acclimation. 

 
Motion was made by Tober, seconded by Berkhahn to appoint Steve Borroughs to 
the Red Lakes Management District.  Motion prevailed by acclimation. 

 
There was discussion on the Tilleda Pond Rehabilitation District and the county 

board rep of that area is listed in their by-laws to be on their Board of 
commissioners.  Motion was made by Berkhahn and seconded by Borroughs to 
follow the districts bylaws and appoint the county board rep of the area to the 

Tilleda Pond Rehabilitation District Board of Commissioners and request the County 
Board rep report back to or submit the meeting minutes to the Land Conservation 

Committee.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 
Frank stated the LCC committee needs to appoint one LCC member to the Lake 

Michigan Area Land & Water Conservation Association (LMLWCA) for a 2 year term; 
they meet quarterly and the next meeting is May 20th in Grand Chute.  Motion was 

made by Borroughs, seconded by Tober to appoint Klosterman as representative to 



the Lake Michigan Area Land & Water Conservation Association (LMLWCA).  Motion 
prevailed by acclimation. 

 
Frank stated the Land Conservation Department shall appoint one LCD staff person 

to the Lake Michigan Area Land & Water Conservation Association (LMLWCA) for a 2 
year term and explained we have been rotating it among staff.  Motion was made 
by Klosterman and seconded by Berkhahn to confirm the county LCD staff person, 

Scott Frank to be the LCD representative for the Lake Michigan Area Land & Water 
Conservation Association (LMLWCA). 

 
Frank stated the LCC has appointed one representative and a 1st alternate for the 
Lumberjack RC&D Council.  Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen 

to appoint Tober as Land Conservation Representative and to appoint Klosterman as 
Land Conservation 1st alternate to the Lumberjack RC&D Council.  Motion prevailed 

by acclimation. 
 

18. Review 2015 Budget Closeout Report:  Frank stated the report was not yet 

completed by Finance Department.  Decision to table item for discussion to next 
month’s meeting.  

 
19. Correspondence and news:  Tober stated while he was at a recent Town of Pella 

Board meeting there was a feed lot run-off complaint about a farm in the Town of 
Herman.  Krause reported on the timely cooperation of the county (Grant Bystol, 
Scott Frank), Chris Arrowood (TIP), Town of Green Valley and neighboring landowner 

(Jerome Strupp) to develop a plan to address Japanese Knotweed found along County 
E in the Town of Green Valley.  Frank stated he received from DNR a Notice of Intent 

to Reissue WPDES Permit for the Village of Birnamwood and sent a copy to Tom 
Kautza (District 26).  Frank also stated he received from DNR a copy of Notice of 
Violation/Discharge/Enforcement Conference to Zernicke’s Lanstad Dairy, LLC.   

Frank explained the LCD has been asked by the DNR to attend the conference on May 
19 in Green Bay and Blake Schuebel will be attending to provide technical assistance. 

 
20. New business that is requested for future Committee consideration:  Frank 

asked if staff could act on any scholarship applications received for Youth 

Conservation Camp as the deadline is June 3rd to register.  It was agreed that staff 
should act on the scholarships and then bring it to the committee at the June meeting. 

 
21. Approve travel and meeting requests if necessary:  Motion was made by 

Klosterman, seconded by Berkhahn to approve for this term, a blanket travel and 

meeting approval for all of the appointed LCC representatives attending the Lake 
District, Lumberjack RC&D and Lake Michigan Area Land & Water Conservation 

Association meetings. Motion approved by acclimation.  Motion was made by 
Berkhahn and seconded by Borroughs to approve Tober’s attendance at the May 20th 
Lake Michigan area Land & Water Conservation Meeting in Little Chute.  Motion 

approved by acclimation.  
 

22. Set next meeting date:  Thursday June 9, 2016 at 8:15 am and the July LCC 
meeting will be Thursday July 14th at 8:15 am. 

 

23. Adjournment:   A motion was made by Tober and seconded by Berkhahn to adjourn 
the meeting.  The meeting was adjourned at 10:50 am.  

 
Recorded by: Scott M. Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant 


