
Minutes 
Land Conservation Committee 

May 11, 2017 
 

Members Present:  Bill Berkhahn, Steve Borroughs, Marvin Klosterman, Robert  

                                Krause, and Arlyn Tober  
  

Members Absent:   Alan Tauchen 
 
Others Present:      Scott Frank, Mary George (LCD) 

                          
Location & Time:    Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7, 8:15 AM 
 

1. Call meeting to order: Meeting was called to order at 8:16 AM by Chairman Krause. 
 
2. Approve minutes of the 4/13/17 Land Conservation Committee (LCC) 

meeting:  Motion was made by Tober, seconded by Klosterman to accept the minutes 
as written.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
3. Public comments: None  

 

4. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda:  Motion was made 
by Berkhahn, seconded by Borroughs to allow deviation from the order of items on the 
agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

   

5. Agency Reports: 

a. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Farm Service Agency (FSA): 
None 

 
b. WI Department of Natural Resources (DNR): None    

 

Krause stated Roers may be at Brunch on the Farm June 25 at the Mielke Farm 
near Marion.  They are trying to get information out about forestry. They are 
hoping to have the president of the Loggers Association as well as Burmeister 

Logging bringing in a tree harvester. 
 

Krause asked to continue having the Natural Resources Conservation Services 
agency report item on the agenda even if they were unable to attend. 

                                                                             

6. Land Conservation Staff Reports:  Krause stated the staff reports were provided in 
the agenda packets and asked if there were any questions.  Klosterman asked Frank 

about the 15 inquiries on the Shoreland Restoration Program.  Frank stated that it was 
a direct response to the article printed in the Shawano Leader and to date there were 
now 22 inquiries.  Frank explained that Shawano Area Waterways Management 

(SAWM) Lake Assoc. also has this information regarding shoreland restoration on its 
web-site.  The calls Frank received came from different lakes and rivers and not just 

Shawano Lake area. Many of the calls were regarding ice shoves with others wanting 
to protect and restore the shoreline.  As of now there is a good possibility about 1/4 to 
1/3 of the projects could be funded.  There was discussion about the different funding 

sources and where the money comes from. 
 

7. Report on 1/26/17 Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development 
(RC&D) Council Meeting:  Tober stated the Invasive Species Coordinator (Chris 



Arrowood) took a full time job in Langlade County.  Lumberjack RC&D is interviewing 
candidates for filling this position. Most of the meeting was regarding the new 

procedures for giving out grants.  The project presentations will now be given to the 
entire Council.  This would ensure better knowledge of the projects to all Council 

members.  Jane Severt, Executive Director of the Wisconsin County Forests 
Association, gave a wonderful presentation about Wisconsin’s forest lands as well as 
interesting statistics. Tober also stated he felt Scott Frank from the LCD should attend 

the Sustainable Forestry Conference in March.  Frank stated the Executive Director of 
the WI Association of RC&D’s discussed the logos, similar color patterns and branding 

for these groups throughout the state.  Tober mentioned trail systems the town of 
Grant has opened its town roadways for ATV trails and is in the process of trying to get 
the county roads to be included where connections are needed.  There was discussion 

about other townships in the county regarding ATV trails.  
 

8. Report on Lake Management District Meetings: Berkhahn stated he received a 
notice regarding the spraying for Eurasian WaterMilfoil this spring on Lulu Lake.  He 
also stated Loon Lake will be spot treating for Hybrid WaterMilfoil this year.  Berkhahn 

will be in contact with the Loon Lake Assoc. and Washington Lake District to find out 
when their next meetings will be. Krause stated at the White Clay Lake District is 

moving forward with their grant for their Lake Plan and are creating a steering 
committee with some people who are not on the commission with interest in the lake 

and willing to institute this plan. Jamie Patton & Scott Frank are on the committee and 
are in the process trying to recruit Dan Sumnicht as a person from the town.  Todd 
Verboomen from East Central WI Regional Planning Commission was there and did a 

nice job with the meeting.  Verboomen helped Dennis Muck and the District apply for 
the grant from the DNR.  The whole lake planning process will take 12–18 months.  

Frank stated they have a commitment from the Jacobs Brothers to be a part of the 
steering committee and they are trying to get a sportsman club member to also join 
the committee.  Frank added this was a good start on getting the 8-12 people for the 

steering committee.  Klosterman asked about lake management plans and spraying.  
There was discussion about the different ways to get grants and need for having a lake 

plan to be able to treat the lakes. 
 

9. Review and take possible action on Technology Requests for 2018 budget: 

Frank displayed fact sheets from Transcendent Technologies on the monitors regarding 
a possible technology module upgrades. Frank explained that every year in the 
budgeting process technology requests are reviewed for upgrades or renewal.  This 

goes before the home committee for recommendation, to develop the departments 
Tech Services Allocation for the next year. The Farmland Preservation Program module 

was installed last year by Transcendent Technologies. They have been tailoring 
programs for Land Conservation Departments.  One of the new programs in the suite 
is the Farm Evaluation Program which helps with the tracking of NR151 or County 

codes. Currently we are doing this on paper copies and spreadsheets. The other 
program is the Nutrient Tracking module. Blake Schuebel & Brian Hanson went to a 

Transcendent Users Group meeting and were able to see both of the new Modules.   
They agreed that the Farm Evaluation Program would be the best one to get at this 
time for an upgrade.  The Nutrient Management Tracking module is still in a trial phase 

and at the moment would not be as useful as the Farm Evaluation Tracking module. 
The other three items are Annual Maintenance.  Frank stated the funding would be part 

of the Tech Services allocation.  Tober asked if this would helpful in saving time for the 
department. Frank explained the benefit of using this software.  Frank distributed a 
hand out regarding the modules. Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tober 



to submit the new module (Farm Evaluation Tracking) as well as the 3 software 
maintenance requests.  Motion prevailed by acclamation.  

  
10. Review and take possible action on county procedures for approval of cost 

share requests through grant programs:  Frank displayed some data of cost share 
requests and awards from the past 15 years on the monitors. Frank explained that he 
had George re-search LCC meeting minutes for when the department typically received 

Cost-Share applications in the past 15 years. Frank stated that it would be nice to start 
with a March date and review them at that time, then accept others after that as it 

comes.  Frank spoke with Oconto County who does follow this procedure.  Also, have 
what funding would be available as a line item on the agenda. Frank also explained 
what DATCP funding is typically like each year.  There was discussion about the types 

of funding and why some years the funds are not used.  It was a consensus that the 
LCD will accept cost-share applications with a March cut off then take applications as 

they come after the March date dependent on remaining funding.    
    

11. Discuss items for county soil and water conservation tour in 2017:  Frank 

stated he spoke with Barry Bubolz and Sherri Zenk-Reed about participating in the 
county conservation tour.  Bubolz suggested visiting an inter-seed cover crop site; 

Zenk-Reed suggested visiting a hoop house and a pollinator habitat; the LCD 
suggested a fencing project that had wildlife damage; the buckthorn and honeysuckle 

treatments at the County Farm; a farm construction site that received funding or one 
that had been before the committee for conditional use permit; farms of recent 
conservation farmer awards and possibly a site with a robotic milker.  There was 

discussion regarding the possible sites and Frank will fine tune the tour for the June 
LCC meeting.  A date for the County Soil & Water Tour was set for August 8, 2017.  

 
12. Report and approval of Certificates of Compliance issued for Farmland 

Preservation Program:  Krause stated the reports for April were included in LCC 

packets and asked if there were any questions. Klosterman asked about the different 
status entries on the report.  Frank clarified the status entries as well as the procedures 

the department uses to move the status. Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by 
Borroughs to accept the Certificates of Compliance report.  Motion prevailed by 
acclamation.  

 
13. Correspondence and news: Frank stated he received an inquiry regarding Youth 

Conservation Camp scholarships. With the scholarship applications coming due the 31st 
of May, Frank asked if staff can award the last 2 scholarships as needed and have it 
approved by the committee in June. The committee gave their consensus. 

 
14. New business that is requested for future committee consideration:  Finalizing 

the Committee Summer Tour; possibly approving camp scholarships; and a possible 
Livestock Waste Conditional Use Public Hearing in June/July. 

 

15. Approve travel and meeting requests if necessary: None 

 
16. Set next meeting date(s):  June 15, 2017 and July 13, 2017, both at 8:15 AM. 

 
17. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Tober, seconded by Berkhahn.  Motion prevailed 

by acclamation.  Meeting was adjourned at 9:36 AM. 
 

Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant III 


