
 

 

Minutes 

 

Land Conservation Committee Meeting 

Thursday, November 16, 2017 , 8:15 AM 

Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7 

 

 

Members Present: Berkhahn, Borroughs, Klosterman, Krause, Tober, and Tauchen 

 

Members Absent: None 

 

Others Present: Mary George & Scott Frank (Land Conservation Dept); Eric Fowle (East 

Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission); Mike Druckrey 
 
1 Call meeting to order. 

 

Meeting was called to order at 8:15 AM by Chairman Krause. 
 
2 Approval of minutes from previous meeting. 

 

Motion made by Tober, seconded by Klosterman to accept the minutes as written.  Motion 

prevailed by acclamation. 
 
3 Public comment. 

 

None 
 
4 Motion to deviate from the order of the agenda, if necessary. 

 

Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen to allow deviation from the order 

of items on the agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 
5 Agency reports: 

 
 a) United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Farm Service Agency 

 

Tauchen handed out a written report and discussed some important dates and 
deadlines to remember as well as the election of the County Committee nominee 

and 2018 Margin Protection Program.  See the attached report.   
 b) USDA - Natural Resource Conservation Service 

 

None   
 c) WI Department of Natural Resources (WDNR) 

 

None   
6 Land Conservation staff reports. 
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Krause stated the staff reports were provided in the agenda packets and asked if there 

were any questions.  There were none. 
 
7 Presentation by Eric Fowle (East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission), 

discussion and take possible action on Technical Assistance Project: Review of Shawano 

County Livestock Waste Management Ordinance. 

 

Fowle stated the Livestock Waste Management Ordinance is a little confusing and started 

looking into separating the ordinance into 2 ordinances (livestock siting, waste storage).  
He tried to make sure it was correlating with the recent decision of the state Livestock 

Facility Siting Review Board as well as including performance standards to have all the 
bases covered. Frank and Fowle researched other counties Livestock Ordinances to see 
what may be a better fit for Shawano County making sure it would apply countywide. 

Fowle & Frank talked about licensing vs permitting.  Frank talked about reasons why the 
licensing approach could be the best option: counties of Marathon, Manitowoc and Burnett 

do it through licensing, noted that some counties do not hold public hearings and found 
Burnett County’s ordinance is separated into subchapters covering the areas (livestock 
siting, waste storage, agricultural performance standards) we are focused on.  Frank 

stated he has a phone call tomorrow with DATCP staff to hopefully get our questions 
answered.  The committee discussed different options and gave direction as to what they 

would like to see in the ordinance. Frank will be contacting a couple of counties to see 
how their version is working for them. Fowle stated they would have a rough draft to the 

committee for their January meeting. 
 
8 Discuss and take possible action on proposed decision of State of WI Livestock Facility 

Siting Review Board regarding appeal of approval for Conditional Use Permit 3-17 Matsche 

Farms Inc. 

 

Frank stated the proposed decision (with minor changes) was formally approved 
November 10, 2017.  The errors noted in the decision were essentially procedural in our 
implementation of the Shawano County Livestock Waste Management Ordinance.  

Discussion followed on the specific items in the decision and adjustments needed going 
forward. Frank noted that no prior correspondence was received from the Department of 

Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection regarding our county Livestock Siting 
approvals and conditions, of which they have received 1-3 each year since 2008. Frank 
also explained how this affects Matsche Farms, Inc. and with guidance from Tony Kordus, 

Shawano County Corporation Counsel, that until the county ordinance is corrected there 
will be no livestock siting applications accepted.  Frank displayed the letter to the 

Matsche’s explaining the status.  There was consensus of the committee for Frank to send 

the letter to Matsche’s. 
 
9 Report on 10/13/17 Lake Michigan Area Association Fall meeting. 

 

Klosterman stated the meeting was held in Brown County and all counties were 

represented. The discussion about counties planning for a community manure digester as 
well as the karst issue still continues to be a hot topic.  DNR staff gave a presentation 
about reportable spills of manure, a gallon of gasoline, 25 gal of fertilizer or 250 lbs dry 

fertilizer or 5 gallons diesel.  Most spills are petroleum and Wisconsin averages 150 
reported spills a year. Klosterman noted that you don’t hear much about spills in Shawano 

County. Klosterman and Frank discussed the procedure of reporting spills.  Most are 
handled through the DNR spills Hot Line or the Sheriff’s Department.  Frank stated the 
LCD sometimes receives contact from either the DNR or from the Sheriff’s office to 

investigate manure spills. Klosterman stated that only 7% of the spills are manure with 
the majority being industrial spills.  Discussion followed on reporting, local procedure, 
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responsible parties, methods of spill control, emergency response plans for farms and 
follow-up.  Klosterman stated Brown County received $65 million grant for a community 

digester.  The next meeting will be held in January. Frank added Kewaunee County 

recently passed a county wide ordinance on waste irrigation. 
 
10 Report on Lake Management District meeting(s). 

 

Frank stated White Clay Lake District had their Lake Planning kick-off meeting on Oct. 18 

and it was nice to see 7 members from the general public in attendance. Todd Verboomen 
(East Central Wisconsin Regional Plan Commission), Jason Breeggemann (DNR Fisheries 

Biologist), Brenda Nordin (DNR Lakes Biologist) were there as well.  Verboomen gave a 
power point presentation of how they got to where they are now with focusing on what 
they are trying to accomplish while including the public’s input.   Nordin explained why 

the lake is on the impaired list and spoke about the phosphorous levels and the level goals 
as well as 50 years of collected data. They discussed the online survey as part of the Lake 

Planning and people from the public who used the online survey spoke about ideas to 
make that process more user friendly.  Breeggemann spoke about the netting surveys, 
panfish regulations and growth rates of fish.  Each member of the public in attendance 

provided input at the meeting.  The District is also coordinating with Town of Washington 
and Village of Cecil to include an insert in the upcoming tax bill mailing that has info on 

the Lake Planning efforts and a link to the website to take the survey.  Next district 

meeting is in December and Lake Planning committee will likely be meeting in January. 
 
11 Report on 10/18/17 Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development Council meeting. 

 

Tober stated they gave out financial awards for projects.  The process this year was better 

than in the past as everyone was able to hear all the presentations instead of different 
committees hearing a few then everyone voting.  Ten of the eleven projects received 

enough votes to be awarded funding.  The Timberland Invasives Partnership Project did 
receive funding as well as Langlade County Invasives Species Action, Greenhouse 
Learning Lab at Florence School, Wildlife/Forest Loop Trail improvement at Trees for 

Tomorrow in Eagle River, the Town of Newbold for a Terrestrial Invasive Survey & 
Management Plan, Vilas County - Public Boat Decontamination Services (for a portable 

boat washing station), Understanding Regional Water Chemistry, Vilas and Oneida 
Counties Lake Water Clarity & Property Values, Silver Lake Improvements - Town of Leona 
(for handicap accessible fishing docks).  Klosterman added the Council had $112,000 for 

awards but awarded approximately $90,000 with future years having a cap for awards to 

help even out the funds available. 
 
12 It is anticipated that a motion will be made and seconded to go into closed session 

pursuant to Wis. Stats. §§ 19.85(1)(c) to discuss and deliberate concerning the 

performance evaluation of the County Conservationist, who is an employee over which 

the county exercises jurisdiction. 

 

At 10:11 AM a motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen to go to closed 
session to discuss performance evaluation of the County Conservationist.  Krause asked 
for a roll call vote. All committee members voted yes.  Krause stated we are now in closed 

session. 
 
13 It is anticipated that a motion will be made and seconded to come out of closed session 

to take any action deemed appropriate concerning the closed session item, if any, and to 

continue with the agenda. 
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At 11:03 AM a motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen to come out of closed 
session. Krause asked for a roll call vote.  All committee members voted yes. No action 

was taken. 
 
14 Correspondence and news. 

 

Frank stated he received notice from the DNR that a WPDES permit was reissued for the 
Wolf Treatment Plant.  This permit is good for 5 years.  Also a thank you note was read 

by Frank from Matty Mathison regarding the help received for her Shoreland Restoration 
project. Klosterman mentioned that Frank was on TV for the Glas Coffee House and 

Whispering Pines Restoration projects. 
 
15 New business that is requested for future committee consideration. 

 

Items for future will be the Livestock Waste Ordinance, Wildlife Damage report and claims, 

SWRM Cost-Share: requests, carryovers/transfers. 
 
16 Approve travel and meeting requests, if necessary. 

 

None 
 
17 Set next meeting date. 

 

December 14, 2017 and January 11, 2018 
 
18 Adjournment. 

 

Meeting was adjourned at 11:04. 

 

Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant III 
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FSA REPORT

TO

COUNTY LAND CONSERVATION

Dates and Deadlines to Remember

November 15, 2017: Acreage reporting deadline for 2018 fall-seeded crops, including perennial
forages, fall mint, pasture, and forage.

November 20, 2017: Deadline for the NAP (Non-insured Crop Disaster Assistance Program for
2018 crops such as Apples, Blueberries, Caneberries, Cherries, Grapes, Hops, Honey, Maple
Sap, Strawberries, and Asparagus.

November 23, 2017: USDA Service Centers Closed in Observance of Thanksgiving

December 4, 2017: County Committee Election Ballots must be postmarked or returned to the
local FSA office.

December 15, 2017: Dairy Margin Protection Program (MPP) deadline to enroll in coverage for
the 2018 program year

Time to Vote in the COC Election

Ballots for this year’s COC election were mailed November 6"‘to eligible voters in Local
Administrative Area #1 (LAA). LAA #1 includes the townships of Almon, Aniwa, Barleme,
Birnamwood, Fairbanks, Germania, Hutchins, Morris, and Wittenberg.

Jeff Long is the nominee for LAA#l to serve on the Shawano-Menominee County FSA
Committee. Jeff has been involved in farming for over 45 years, previously operating a dairy
and cash crop operation until his sons took over the operation in 2009 & 2012. Jeff remains
active in agriculture and has served on the COC since 2012. In his free time Jeff enjoys
horseback riding, riding his motorcycle, and taking a few hunting trips.

COC’s are an important part of FSA operations. COC members serve a vital role in
administering programs at the local level, tailoring them to the needs of producers, and making
decisions about producer eligibility and other issues.

2018 MPP Enrollment and Program Changes

Enrollment for the MPP (Margin Protection Program) for Dairy producers is currently underway
and will continue until December 15, 2107. The MPP program has some new ?exibility this
year and provides producers an opportunity to opt out of the program for 2018.

Producers that choose to opt out, will not sign up during the registration period. Producers that
choose to opt out will not receive any MPP-Dairy bene?ts if payments are triggered for 2018.
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MPP gives dairy producers the ?exibility to select coverage levels that best suit their operation.
To assist producers in exploring their coverage options, a web based tool t is available online at

wwW.fsa.usda.gov/mpptool. Staff at the local FSA of?ce are also available to meet with
producers and review their coverage options in person. Please call ahead for an appointment to

ensure a staff member is available.
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