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PUBLIC SAFETY COMMITTEE MINUTES  
FEBRUARY 11, 2015  

 
MEMBERS PRESENT:  Richard Ferfecki; Bert Huntington; Ron Kupper; Mike 

McClelland; Jon Zwirschitz 
 
MEMBERS ABSENT: none 

 
OTHERS PRESENT:  Sheriff Adam Bieber; John Gutho; Tom Tuma; George 

Lenzner; Jerry Erdman; Natalie Easterday; Mike Jesse; Jason Annis-Wild; Brian 
Westphal; Tim Ryan; Tony Kordus; Gregory Parker; Brent Miller; Kathy Sumnicht; 
Mike Druckrey (citizen).  

 
LOCATION & TIME:  Shawano County Sheriff’s Office - James E. Stoltenow 

Training Room – 3:30 p.m. 
 
Meeting was called to order by Chairman Huntington. 

Chairman Huntington requested a moment of silence and led the Pledge of 
Allegiance. 

 
MOTION TO DEVIATE FROM THE ORDER OF THE AGENDA:  Motion by Ferfecki, 

seconded by Zwirschitz to deviate from the agenda should it become necessary.  All 
in favor and motion carried. 
 

MINUTES APPROVAL – JANUARY 7TH, 9TH, AND 20TH MEETINGS:  Motion by 
Zwirschitz,    seconded by McClelland, to approve the January 7th, 9th and 20th 

meetings minutes.  Discussion by Ferfecki who indicated that the January 20, 2015 
minutes should be amended in regard to “Request to refill vacant Jail Administrator 
Position…” that he had agreed to advertise internally and externally and that he did 

not “agree” with McClelland’s statement, but that he stated that “there is merit to 
McClelland’s statement” about not supporting current staff to fill the position. All in 

favor and motion carried with the amendment. 
 
SET NEXT MEETING:  Next meeting will be Wednesday, March 4, 2015 at 3:30 

p.m. 
 

LAW ENFORCEMENT 
 
The Committee reviewed ordinances as prepared by the Corporation 

Counsel. 
  

DISCUSSION AND APPROVAL OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCES:  District 
Attorney, Greg Parker, appeared and indicated these ordinances are warranted and 
should be adopted and enacted on.  He gave reasons why some cases should be 

prosecuted criminally and why the officers should have the discretion to write an 
ordinance in some cases. The majority of revenue goes to the State in criminal 

cases.  With an ordinance, the benefit to the County is 100%.      
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 Possession of Marijuana: As stated in §961.01(14) of the Wisconsin 
Statutes it is unlawful for any person to possess marijuana.  McClelland 

indicated that the addition of a fourth “WHEREAS, passing this Ordinance will 
provide highly qualified law enforcement professionals the flexibility to 

employ an ordinance citation instead of recommending formal criminal 
charges when doing so is in the best interests of Shawano County”, should 
be added.  Motion by Ferfecki, seconded by Zwirschitz, to approve the 

Ordinance, as amended, and forward it to County Board.  Motion carried by 
acclamation.  

 
 Prohibiting Prostitution: This Ordinance is adopted under the authority of 

Wis. Stats. §59.54(22) in order to prohibit prostitution and the patronizing of 

prostitutes or offering or engaging in sexual contact for compensation. 
Motion by Zwirschitz, seconded by Ferfecki, to approve the Ordinance and 

forward it to County Board.  Motion carried by acclamation. 
 

 Possession of Synthetic Cannabinoid:  This Ordinance is adopted under 

the authority of Wis. Stats. §59.54(25g) in order to prohibit the possession of 
a synthetic Cannabinoid.  Any herbal preparations powdered or sprayed with 

a chemical synthetic Cannabinoid produces an intoxicating effect similar to 
THC or marijuana.  They are potentially dangerous to users and can create 

potency from three up to 100 times greater than marijuana, producing 
severe adverse health conditions.   McClelland indicated that the addition of a 
fourth, “WHEREAS, passing this Ordinance will provide highly qualified law 

enforcement professionals the flexibility to employ an ordinance citation 
instead of recommending formal criminal charges when doing so is in the 

best interests of Shawano County”, should be added.  Motion by Kupper, 
seconded by Zwirschitz, to approve the Ordinance, as amended, and forward 
it to County Board.  Motion carried by acclamation.  

 
INTERVIEW DATE FOR CORRECTIONS OFFICER:  Jail Lt. Jason Annis-Wild 

indicated that there are 8 remaining persons that have not been interviewed. The 
eight individuals passed the required test.  Zwirschitz will attend the interviews.  
March 11, 2015 with 8:30 for the first interview. 

 
PUBLIC COMMENT:  Gutho indicated that two vehicles were gifted to the Sheriff’s 

Office for failure to pay a tow bill and storage.  Gutho will be requesting the Finance 
Committee that an exemption be approved that these vehicles can be placed into 
the revolving vehicle account.   

 
MONTHLY BILLS AND VOUCHERS:  Motion by Ferfecki, seconded by Kupper, to 

approve the bills and vouchers as presented.  All in favor and motion carried.  The 
signed list can be viewed at the Finance Department. 
  

CORONER 
MONTHLY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES: Coroner Mike Jesse reported 65 calls in the 

month of January, 34 where the Coroner was needed.  Motion by Zwirschitz, 
seconded by Kupper, to approve the report.  All in favor and motion carried. 
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Jesse indicated that Deputy Coroner Jim Rush retired and he then introduced the 

new Deputy Coroner, Brian Westphal.   
 

EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT 
MONTHLY REPORT OF ACTIVITIES:   Natalie Easterday indicated that she has 
been working on the Mutual Aid Box Alarm System cards, which took much of her 

time.  She now will be working on the Code Red alarm system financing.  
 

PERMISSION TO ACCEPT THE PRE-DISASTER MITIGATION GRANT:  Natalie 
Easterday informed the Committee that the Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) will be granting $32,625 (75%) for Hazard Mitigation Plan update 

and the County’s share is $10,875 (25%) which will be covered by in-kind match.  
Motion by Huntington, seconded by Ferfecki, to accept the Pre-Disaster Mitigation 

Grant.  Motion carried by acclamation. 
 
UPDATE ON THE CREATION OF AN EMERGENCY OPERATIONS CENTER IN 

ROOM 7:  Huntington advised that the Public Property Committee has voted to 
forward a request to the Capital Improvement Project Committee for the creation of 

a Conference/Emergency Operations Center.  The estimated cost is $45,000, but 
Huntington does not believe it will cost that much. 

 
 
LAW ENFORCEMENT 

 
DISCUSS AND APPROVE PERMISSION TO ALTER THE RECRUITMENT 

PROCESS (PER THE MANAGEMENT ADMINISTRATIVE MANUAL) IN REGARD 
TO HIRING PART-TIME DEPUTIES:  Captain Tom Tuma indicated there is an 
exception built into the hiring process that the Administrative Committee has the 

authority to require a different recruitment process as it deems necessary.  Captain 
Tuma and Administrative Coordinator, Brent Miller, agree that part-time Deputies 

need not be tested.  Motion by Zwirschitz, seconded by Kupper, to approve altering 
the recruitment process for part-time Deputies.  Motion carried by acclamation.    
 

COMMMITTEE COMMENTS: 
Huntington advised that he would like to start looking at a smaller evidence storage 

building in March.  Sheriff Bieber said that since the Office is spending money to 
rent, it should be looked at.  Bieber said the City is not interested in helping to 
build, but would possibly be interested in renting.  Bieber would also like to speak 

to Menominee County Sheriff and Menominee Tribal Police.   
 

McClelland asked questions on the Budget to Actual report.   
 
At 4:30 p.m., motion by Kupper, seconded by Zwirschitz, to adjourn the meeting.  

All in favor and meeting was adjourned. 
 

 
Kathy Sumnicht, Recorder 
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