
BOARD OF HEALTH – VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
MONDAY, May 16, 2016 

 
 

Board Members Present:   Jon Zwirschitz, Roger Miller, Sue Giese, Jim Lowey 
 
Others Present: Jaime Bodden, Deb Zeitler, Nick Benzinger  

 
Northern Highland AHEC Express:  Gail Nelson, Program Consultant, Jake Ohman, 

Heather, Hynick, Valerie Barnett, Hannah Ramian, Hannah Phillips, Austin Albert, 
Nick DeRose, Brigham Starks, Lynn Driscoll, Emma McGrath, Nancy Ly 
 

Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7 at 6:15pm   
 

Called Meeting To Order:  Meeting called to order by Zwirschitz at 6:15 pm.  
 

Introduction of New Board Member – Roger Miller, District 21, County Board 

Member 
 

Election of Officers (Chair, Vice-Chair, Secretary): 
 

Nominations for Chairperson were made.  Zwirschitz was nominated.  
Motion made by Giese, seconded by Lowey to elect Zwirschitz as Board of 
Health Chairperson.  All in favor to close nominations.  Vote called on 

Chairperson.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Nominations for Co-Chairperson were made.   Lowey was nominated.  
Motion made by Giese, seconded by Miller to elect Lowey as Board of Health 
Vice-Chairperson.  All in favor to close nominations.  Vote called on Vice-

Chairperson.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Nominations for Secretary were made.  Giese was nominated.  Motion 
made by Zwirschitz, seconded by Miller to elect Giese as Board of Health 
Secretary.  All in favor to close nominations.  Vote called on Secretary.    All in 

favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Renew membership of community member Sue Giese - Motion by Lowey, 
seconded by Miller to approve Giese as a community member of the Board of Health 
for a 3-year term.  All in favor.   Motion carried. 

 
Approval of Minutes from April 18 2016.  Motion by Lowey, seconded by Giese 

to approve minutes from April 18, 2016.  Zwirschitz, Lowey, and Giese in favor, Miller 
–abstention.    
 

Appoint Board of Health Representative to Shawano County Committee on 
Wellness – Motion by Lowey, seconded by Giese to approve Miller as a Board of 

Health representative on the Committee on Wellness.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 



Approve Board of Health and Veteran Services Committee meeting dates and 
times - Motion by Miller, seconded by Lowey to approve Board of Health and Veteran 

Services Committee meeting dates and times.   The meetings will be held on the 3rd 
Monday of every month at 6:15PM.    All in favor and motion carried.  

 
Motion to Deviate:  Motion by Lowey, seconded by Giese to deviate from agenda if 
necessary.  All in favor and motion carried.  

 
Public Comments:   Bodden introduced Gail Nelson of Northern Highland Area 

Health Education Centers (AHEC) and the Express Program student attending the 
meeting.  Each year, AHEC sponsors a week-long trip into different areas of Wisconsin 
to expose health-oriented students to an area’s unique health challenges.  The health 

department has participated for the last several years.     
 

Veteran Services Report 
Discussion and possible approval and forwards of County Service 
Officer Grant Resolution –  

Benzinger reviewed the proposed ordinance with the committee.  He discussed the 
history of the grant funding of local veteran service offices and the important role 

they have for county services.  2015 State Biennium Budget language was added 
that reconfigured grant structure to a reimbursement payment structure.  Benzinger 

noted that this would decrease the county’s grant funding by a couple of thousand.  
The proposed ordinance would show support from the county to the state to keep the 
grant a block-grant structure to ensure that funds remain consistent and localized.  

Benzinger noted that other counties have adopted similar ordinances.  Motion by 
Miller, seconded by Lowey to accept County Service Officer Grant Resolution.  All in 

favor and motion carried. 
 
Shawano-Menominee Counties Health Department 2015 Annual Report 

Bodden noted that the report will be distributed at the next meeting as they were 
waiting on just a few more revisions.  It will follow the same format of recent years 

to expand on program reporting and public health impact. 
 

Animal Bite Prevention and Control Policy Brief – Bodden shared a policy 

brief on the current animal bite and control program.  Included was data on 
animal bite statistics, where 34% of bites are in children under the age of 18.  

The health department is in charge of ensuring proper treatment for victims.  
Frustrations include enforcement of quarantine orders.  Bodden noted that this 
is part of a larger animal control review by the health department and will 

include discussion with law enforcement about quarantine enforcement.  The 
health officer and public health nurses have updated the Animal Bite 

Prevention and Control policy and procedure.   
 
Smoke Free Air and Electronic Nicotine Delivery Systems Policy Brief -   

Bodden presented a policy brief to the board on electronic nicotine delivery 
systems (ENDS) and clean air.  Recently, the FDA has begun regulatory measures 

on young adult access to ENDS.  Current policy for Shawano County is smoke-



based products.  Bodden recommended bringing the issue up again with 
Administrative Committee to include ENDS into the county’s smoking policy.  

Motion by Lowey, seconded by Miller to bring a request to Administrative 
Committee to support a ban on e-cigarettes and all tobacco products in Shawano 

County Buildings.  Bodden will ask to be put on an up-coming Administrative 
Committee agenda to discuss this issue. 

 

Discussion and Board of Health Quality Improvement Project; Shawano-
Menominee Counties Merger Contract – Bodden went through the department’s 

quality improvement form with the Board to explain the purpose of the project with 
the Board.  Bodden discussed several recommendations that she had including roles, 
responsibilities, and funding revisions. Bodden suggested that the Board take a 

month to review her recommendations on the contract which the board will discuss 
in June.  Lowey advised to discuss the issue with Administrative Coordinators from 

both counties before and invite them to June’s Board of Health meeting.  Bodden will 
invite and meet with administrative coordinators individually before June’s meeting. 
 

 
 

Meeting Adjourned:  Motion by Lowey, seconded by Giese to adjourn meeting at 
7:20pm.  All in favor and motion carried.   

 
Minutes submitted by Deb Zeitler, Medical Administrative Assistant 


