
BOARD OF HEALTH – VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
Monday, February 20, 2017 

 
Board Members Present:   Jon Zwirschitz, Sue Giese, Rudy Reiter, Jim Lowey, Deb 

Lidbury, Roger Miller, Dr. Culhane 
 
Members Absent: None 

 
Others Present: Jaime Bodden, Nick Benzinger, Marianne Merrick, Debra Zeitler 

 
Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room A at 6:15pm   
 

Called Meeting To Order:  Meeting called to order by Zwirschitz at 6:15 pm.  
 

Silent Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance.   
 

Approval of Minutes: Motion by Lowey, seconded by Reiter, to approve minutes 

from January 23, 2017.  Lidbury and Miller abstained.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Motion to Deviate:  Motion by Miller, seconded by Reiter, to deviate from agenda if 
necessary.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  

 
Public Comments:  None 
 

Veteran Services Officer Report: 
 Benzinger ordered this year’s flag holders and has plans to add between 500-

600 holders throughout the county cemeteries.  He noted that the department 
continues to identify veterans’ graces that are in need flag holders.   
 Youth Government Day will be held on Wednesday, April 26th.  Benzinger is 

expecting approximately 70-100 students from local schools to attend.  Miller noted 
the Mohican Nation Color Guard should be contacted to assist this function.   

 The Veteran’s office is working to digitize and purge many of their old records.  
This will be a long process and Benzinger reported that he hopes to have things 
completed in two years.  The process has involved going through individual records 

to identify what records should be kept and scanned and what can be discarded.  The 
department is working on this during down times at the office.  Motion by Giese, 

seconded by Miller, to accept the Veteran Services Officer Report.  All in favor.  Motion 
carried. 

 

WIC Director Presentation: 
Marianne Merrick introduced herself to the Board and discussed her 

educational background and work experience.  Merrick started about a month ago 
as the WIC Director/Nutritionist.  She gave a brief overview of the program and 
requirements needed for families to be eligible for the program.  She noted that the 

biggest difference between WIC and other benefit programs is the emphasis on 
healthy eating and nutrition education.  Participants receive specialized education 

that addresses their nutritional needs as well as food benefits.  Bodden noted that 
the Shawano County program is one of three programs statewide that have been 



able to keep their participant numbers at their contracted level.  She noted that this 
will help ensure the program remains adequately funded.  Merrick noted that one of 

the areas the program will be focusing on in the coming years is breastfeeding, and 
supporting mothers who are working to continue breastfeeding efforts. 

 
Discussion and approval of new immunization program protocols (Vaccine 
to Minors, Emergency Procedures, Adverse Events): 

Bodden explained as a continuation of accreditation and quality improvement 
efforts, these protocols have been written to compliment the department’s 

immunization policies.  The public health nurses were responsible for developing 
these protocols.  These practices are already occurring but the written forms will help 
train and orient new staff and ensure compliance with the State Immunization 

Program requirements.  Motion by Miller, seconded by Reiter, to approve new 
immunization program protocols.  All in favor.  Motion carried 

 
Health Officer and Health Department updates and activities: 
 Bodden discussed the FRESH Project progress.  Nick Mau has been 

leading the health department’s participation in this project.  Bodden 
reminded the board that this project has been a joint effort with the planning 

and UW Extension offices.  There has been a core group that developed and 
implemented a survey.  Currently the group is working on a strategic plan to 

continue efforts around food security.  Bodden noted that there has been 
excellent collaboration between departments and community partners. 

 

Influenza cases are rising in the area.  Bodden noted that influenza season has 
been ramping up in the last few week.  Many assisted living facilities have reported 

to the department cases of influenza.  The health department works with them to 
assure control and quarantine efforts are underway.  Many nursing homes are also 
reporting GI issues and public health nursing staff are coordinating testing and 

isolation of cases.   
 

2017 Board of Health community film screening on immunizations: 
 The board will sponsor a film screening of Hilleman: A Perilous Quest to Save 
the World’s Children.  This screening will be the 2017 Board of Health outreach to the 

community.  Bodden has reached out to the hospital to have the screening at one of 
their conference rooms.  Once a location is determined, the health department will 

be sharing and marketing the film screening.  Next month’s meeting will be conducted 
before the screening begins.   
 

Approve training requests for health officer, public health nursing staff,                       
and community health educator. 

 Bodden noted that the training request comes as a result of staff applying for 
training scholarship opportunities.  Herself and three other staff applied and were 
each awarded the scholarship to cover registration and hotel costs for the conference.  

Bodden noted that WALHDAB has also made scholarships available for Board of 
Health members to attend the conference.  She will complete the application for any 

members interested in attending the conference.  Miller and Reiter expressed an 
interest and Bodden will submit a scholarship application for them.  Motion by Miller, 



seconded by Reiter, to approve training requests for health officer, public health 
nursing staff, and community health educator.  All in favor.  Motion carried  

 
Committee comments - None 

 
New business for future consideration: Bodden will ask the public health nurses 
to present on communicable disease investigation and surveillance at the April 

meeting. 
 

Set next meeting date:  Monday, March 20, 2017 at 6pm at ThedaCare Medical 
Center –Shawano, 100 Cty Rd B. 
 

Meeting Adjourned:  Motion by Reiter, seconded by Lidbury to adjourn meeting at 
7:15pm.  All in favor and motion carried.   

 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Debra Zeitler, Administrative Assistant 
 


