
BOARD OF HEALTH – VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
MONDAY, December 19, 2016 

 
Board Members Present:   Jon Zwirschitz, Sue Giese, Rudy Reiter, Deb Lidbury, 

Roger Miller 
 
Members Absent:  Dr. Kevin Culhane, Jim Lowey,  

 
Others Present: Jaime Bodden, Nick Benzinger, Marshall Giese 

 
Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7 at 5:30pm   
 

Called Meeting To Order:  Meeting called to order by Zwirschitz at 5:30pm.  
Silent Meditation. 

 
Approval of Minutes from November 21, 2016:  Motion by Miller, seconded by 
Reiter to approve minutes from November 21, 2016.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Motion to Deviate:  Motion by Miller seconded by Giese to deviate from agenda if 

necessary.  All in favor and motion carried.  
 

Public Comments:  None 
 
Veteran Services Officer Report:  Benzinger asked for comments on the survey 

he will be sending out.  Benzinger is requesting feedback on the Shawano Veteran’s 
office services.  Lidbury commented that this will be a good way to get information 

and that keeping the survey short is the way to go.  Benzinger noted that he 
expects positive results despite many people believing the Veterans Service Office 
is part of the VA system, which it isn’t.  He noted that many veterans have 

frustrations with the VA which he often deals with. 
 

Board of Health 2016 review of meetings:  Bodden distributed a handout 
that listed several of the topics and issues the Board of Health discussed and 
acted on in 2016.  Big tasks such as the Shawano-Menominee contract took 

several months.  Other policies and procedures were approved and other 
smaller issues such as communicable disease and environmental health were 

also addressed.  Bodden noted that for 2017, she would like to have Health 
Department staff come and present on different department programs.  In 
part because there are many new staff and also there have been many 

improvements to programs through the accreditation process.  The Board 
agreed they would like this. 

 
Health Officer Reports   
Communicable Disease:  Bodden shared the end of year communicable disease 

report with the Board.  She noted the most common communicable diseases of the 
year and also shared total number of diseases that the health department 

addressed.  She discussed the challenges of communicable disease investigation 
and control because there is no way to predict the prevalence of diseases in the 



area until they happen.  She shared differences in case counts over the years for 
disease totals as well as enteric diseases to help put each year into perspective. 

 
Environmental Health:  Bodden shared the end of year environmental health 

report with the Board.  Over the year, the department has worked to improve its 
network of local and state environmental health contacts.  This has helped the 
department improve referrals and coordinate environmental health efforts.  Bodden 

noted a large remaining gap is the lack of landlord/tenant resources in the area but 
the department provides as much assistance and resources as capacity allows. 

 
Update on Shawano-Menominee Contract:  The Shawano-Menominee Counties 
Health contract was approved by the Menominee County Board.  This contract will 

go into effect on 01/01/17 and will be reviewed every three years. 
 

Discussion: E-Cigarettes And Other Tobacco Products:  The Surgeon General 
has just released a report on this subject along with a website entitled “Know the 
Risk”.  Bodden showed the website to the board.  It was the consensus of the board 

that Bodden and Corporation Counsel Tony Kordus draft an e-cigarette resolution 
for Shawano County.   

 
Committee Comments:  None 

 
New business for future consideration:  Bodden will have Nick Mau, Community 
Health Educator present at the January meeting on Community Health 

Improvement Planning. 
 

Set 2017 meeting dates:  3rd Monday @ 6:15PM 
 
Set next meeting date:  Monday, January 23, 2017 at 6:15pm 

 
Meeting Adjourned:  Motion by Reiter, seconded by Lidbury to adjourn meeting at 

6:15pm.  All in favor and motion carried.   
 
Minutes respectfully submitted by Jaime Bodden, Shawano-Menominee Counties 

Health Officer 
 


