
BOARD OF HEALTH – VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
MONDAY, January 23, 2017 

 
Board Members Present:   Jon Zwirschitz, Sue Giese, Rudy Reiter, Jim Lowey 

 
Members Absent: Deb Lidbury, Roger Miller, Dr. Culhane 
 

Others Present: Jaime Bodden, Nick Benzinger, Nick Mau 
 

Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room A at 6:15pm   
 

1. Called Meeting To Order:  Meeting called to order by Zwirschitz at 6:15 pm.  

 
2. Silent Meditation.  Zwirschitz asked that the Board of Health keep in mind 

Supervisor Roger Miller who has been ill recently. 
 

3. Approval of Minutes from December 19, 2016: Motion by Reiter, seconded by 

Giese, to approve minutes from December 19, 2016.  All in favor.  Lowey 
abstained.  Motion carried. 

 
4. Motion to Deviate:  Motion by Lowey, seconded by Reiter, to deviate from agenda 

if necessary.  All in favor.  Motion carried.  
 

5. Public Comments:  None 

 
6. Veteran Services Officer Report 

a. New presumptive disabilities related to Camp Lejeune contaminated water.  
Benzinger presented his report well contamination and service connected 
diseases related to it.  Soldiers who served at Camp Lejeune for 30 days or 

more between August, 1953 and December, 1987 may be eligible for 
presumptive disability.  This ruling made by the VA is the most recent of 

several similar instances.  Benzinger noted that it is taking less time for the 
VA to make connects about health effects and contaminants and exposures 
as it has in the past.  To promote and educate the public as well as make 

veterans in the county aware of this ruling, Benzinger will be on the local 
radio station on Friday, 01/27/17 and there will be articles in the local 

newspaper on this topic as well as included in veteran newsletters.  
 

7. Community Health Educator Presentation on Community Health Improvement 

Plan.  Mau gave a presentation on the 2017-2021 Shawano-Menominee Counties 
Health Department Health Improvement Plan.  He noted that the three health 

priorities identified in the community are AODA issues, early childhood 
development and physical activity.  The health department and community 
partners have been focusing more on the two first priorities.  Mau noted that 

service agencies, faith based groups, schools, government agencies, tribal 
partners, and businesses all have participated in the health improvement process 

and are working on this.  Zwirschitz asked how often this plan occurs.  Mau noted 
that it is roughly every five years as the health department is required to have a 



plan but there is no established frequency as to how often it should be reviewed 
and updated.  Bodden noted that there is a lot of community support for early 

childhood development and that this plan serves to help connect and identify gaps 
in current projects. 

 
8. Discussion and possible approval of revisions to smoking on county property 

ordinance to include e-cigarettes.  Bodden spoke to Corporation Counsel, Tony 

Kordus, on this subject.  Kordus indicated we should start with the County 
Property Ordinance by adding “electronic nicotine delivery system” to the 

personnel manual.  Bodden will work with Menominee County to adopt something 
similar to their building ordinance.  Several schools in both counties are also 
officially “vapor free”.  Motion by Lowey, seconded by Giese, to adopt this 

measure.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

9. Approve training requests for health officer, public health nursing staff, 
community health educator, nutrition educator.  Bodden noted that the out of 
state travel request is the result of staff being awarded preparedness scholarships 

from the state preparedness program.  Staff had to apply for these scholarships 
so they have not been included in the 2017 budget for trainings.  The scholarships 

are additional funding so that local staff can attend larger conferences.  Bodden 
noted that the scholarship amount for each staff member covers conference 

registration, travel, hotel, and additional travel expenses.  Giese asked what 
would happen to the scholarship money should staff not attend the conference.  
Bodden noted that it would be returned to the state as it is to be used specifically 

for this training.  Motion by Lowey, seconded by Reiter, to approve all training 
requested.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
10. Discuss 2017 Board of Health community presentation topics.  Bodden 

suggested that the board hosts a documentary on vaccinations as there are 

a lot of different views and opinions on the topic.  She suggested that after 
the documentary, having the public health nurses available to help answer 

questions.  Zwirschitz and the board noted that this is a timely topic.  It is 
the consensus of the board to do a presentation on immunizations.  Bodden 
will research material to be used for this topic and will plan to have this 

presentation in March. 
 

11. Committee comments - None 
 

12. New business for future consideration – The new WIC Director (Marianne 

Merrick) will give a presentation at the February Board Meeting. 
 

13. Set next meeting date:  Monday, February 20, 2017 at 6:15pm 
 
14. Meeting Adjourned:  Motion by Reiter, seconded by Lowey, to adjourn meeting at 

7:10pm.  All in favor and motion carried.   
 

Minutes respectfully submitted by Debra Zeitler, Administrative Assistant 


