
BOARD OF HEALTH – VETERANS SERVICE COMMITTEE MINUTES 
MONDAY, JULY 25, 2016 

 
Board Members Present:   Jon Zwirschitz, Roger Miller, Sue Giese, Rudy 

Reiter, Dr. Culhane, Deb Lidbury 
 
Members Absent: Jim Lowey 

 
Others Present: Jaime Bodden, Deb Zeitler, Nick Benzinger  

 
Location & Time: Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7 at 6:15pm   
 

Called Meeting To Order:  Meeting called to order by Zwirschitz at 6:15 pm.  
 

Silent Meditation and Pledge of Allegiance  
 
Approval of Minutes from June 20, 2016.  Motion by Giese, seconded by Reiter to 

approve minutes from June 20, 2016.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 

Motion to Deviate:  Motion by Miller, seconded by Reiter to deviate from agenda if 
necessary.  All in favor and motion carried.  

 
Public Comments:  None 
 

Veteran Services Report: 
 

Menominee County Veteran Services 
Adrian Miller retired as the Menominee Veterans Office 
Coordinator.  At this time there are plans to replace him.  

Benzinger reported that he has seen an increase in Menominee 
County veterans and while he had been able to help them with 

state and federal programs, there are some Menominee County 
services and Shawano County services he cannot offer.   

Committee Training 

State Veteran Cemeteries – While most Veterans choose to be 
buried in hometown or lots cemeteries, there are three Veteran 

Cemeteries in the state in King, Spooner, and Union Grove.   All 
veterans are eligible to be buried in a State cemetery with a 
marker at no cost. The spouse may also be interred for an 

additional cost.   
 

Arlington National Cemetery - All veterans are eligible to be 
buried at Arlington Cemetery or inurnment in the columbarium at 
no cost.   

 
2017 Budget Process and Update: Benzinger and Bodden reported that the 

budget process for departments has begun.  Both noted that their department 
budgets anticipate costs similar to this year.  There have been some slight changes 



in grant funding through the state.  Bodden noted that the department’s Bioterrorism 
grant from CDC will be cut 7% from the state.  Both departments will have their 

budgets completed for review and approval for August’s Board of Health meeting. 
 

Discuss and possible approval to increase hourly wage for Healthy Smiles 
Coordinator:   The Healthy Smiles Program began in 2008.  Linda Burrack, Healthy 
Smiles Coordinator, has worked for the program since its inception and is the only 

employee paid through the program.  She works roughly 200/hours a year and about 
10-20 hours during the school year, as it is a school based program.  The coordinator 

position has never received a wage increase.  The proposed increase is comparable 
to what a new dental hygienist would be making as a starting wage.  Wages for the 
coordinator are funded through Medicaid reimbursement and private grants.  The 

program uses no levy funds.  Motion by Lidbury, seconded by Giese to approve an 
increase in hourly wage of Health Smiles Coordinator from $25.00/hour to 

$35.00/hour as of August 1, 2016.  All in favor.  Motion carried. 
 
Discuss and possible approval of County Board Resolution recognizing 

Deborah Zernicke for her service to the residents of Shawano and 
Menominee Counties.  Motion by Lidbury, seconded by Reiter approve County 

Board Resolution recognizing Deborah Zernicke for her service to the residents of 
Shawano and Menominee Counties.   All in favor.  Motion carried. 

 
Mid-Year communicable disease and environmental health reports: Bodden 
presented the communicable disease mid-year report to the board.  She noted that 

the number of cases is normal for 6 months.  Bodden highlighted the recent Shigella 
outbreak, demonstrating the total number of confirmed, probably, suspect, and not 

a case counts that staff worked on.  She noted that the outbreak demonstrated the 
good working relationship the department has with day care, schools, and providers.  
The outbreak also provided an opportunity for the department to work with the 

primary school in Shawano to address cleaning practices.  The board also discussed 
high cases of tickborne diseases such as Lyme Disease and anaplasmosis.  Bodden 

noted that this is consistent across the state and that the department sees increases 
over the spring and summer months when tick activity is high.  
 

Bodden presented the mid-year environmental health report to the board.  She 
reported that five inspections were conducted and one business was placarded.  She 

has been working with local city and village officials on several cases.  Miller asked 
about getting a local sanitarian.  Bodden said that local health departments can be 
approved to become state agents and conduct inspections locally.  This is part of the 

department’s strategic plan.  The Board reinforced their support for this effort and 
their desire to see the department get agent state and provide inspection services 

locally.  Bodden will continue to gather information on the process and     
 
Discussion and quality improvement project, Shawano-Menominee health 

department contract:  The Board discussed the revised draft of the Shawano-
Menominee Contract.  Bodden reported that her meeting with Menominee County 

representatives went very well and the changes to the contract reflect their discussion 
and recommendations.  Bodden noted significant changes including: ensuring that 



there is a Menominee Tribal Clinic connection on the Board (Dr. Culhane currently 
satisfies this role), modifying financial contributions by each county to a per capita 

system, outlining FTE (full time employee) staff paid through levy and grant funds, 
and defining scope of work for both counties.  Bodden sent draft copies to Menominee 

County Administrative Coordinator, other representatives, Shawano Administrative 
Coordinator, and Corporation Counsel.  She will bring their comments back to the 
August Board of Health Meeting. 

 
Meeting Adjourned:  Motion by Reiter, seconded by Miller to adjourn meeting at 

7:15pm.  All in favor and motion carried.   
 

Minutes submitted by Deb Zeitler, Medical Administrative Assistant 


