
 

Agenda 

  

Land Conservation Committee Meeting 

Thursday, December 14, 2017 @ 8:15 AM 

Shawano County Courthouse, Room 202 

Members: Bill Berkhahn, Steve Borroughs,  

 Marvin Klosterman, Robert Krause, Alan Tauchen, Arlyn Tober 
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1. Call meeting to order.  
 
2. Approval of minutes from previous meeting.  
 
 2.1. 

 
Land Conservation Committee - 16 Nov 2017 - Minutes 3 - 6 

 
3. Public comment.  
 
4. Motion to deviate from the order of the agenda, if necessary.  
 
5. Agency reports:  
 
 5.1. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Farm Service 

Agency  

 

 
 5.2. USDA - Natural Resource Conservation Service   
 
 5.3. WI Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)   
 
6. Land Conservation staff reports.  
 
 6.1. 

 
Scott Frank_Staff Report_Nov 2017 

Brian Staff Report - Nov 2017 

Blake Staff Report - Nov 2017 

7 - 10 

 
7. Review and take possible action on bids received for Shawano County 

Timber Sale 1-2017. 

 

 
8. Discuss and take possible action on cost-share funding: landowner 

request(s) for soil & water conservation practices, transfer from other 

county and carryover to 2018.   

 

 
9. 2017 Wildlife Damage, Abatement & Claims Program update and setting 

prices for crop damage claims. 

 

 
10. Discuss and take possible action on Land Conservation Department 

services. 

 

 
11. Report on and approval of Certificates of Compliance issued for Farmland 

Preservation.   

 

 
12. Report on WI Land+Water County Conservationists meeting.  
 
13. Discuss and take possible action on potential donation of land to Shawano 

County. 

 

 
14. Update on Voelz Park timber harvest.  
 
15. Discuss and take possible action on letter of support for Fox-Wolf 

Watershed Alliance partnering with Waterways Association of Menominee 

and Shawano Counties on an Aquatic Invasive Species grant application. 
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16. Correspondence and news.  
 
17. New business that is requested for future committee consideration.  
 
18. Approve travel and meeting requests, if necessary.  
 
19. Set next meeting date.  
 
20. Adjournment.  

 

Accommodations due to disability can be made by calling:  715-526-6766 
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Minutes

Land Conservation Committee Meeting
Thursday, November 16, 2017 , 8:15 AM
Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7

Members Present: Berkhahn, Borroughs, Klosterman, Krause, Tober, and Tauchen

Members Absent: None

Others Present: Mary George & Scott Frank (Land Conservation Dept); Eric Fowle 
(East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission); Mike 
Druckrey

1 Call meeting to order.

Meeting was called to order at 8:15 AM by Chairman Krause.

2 Approval of minutes from previous meeting.

Motion made by Tober, seconded by Klosterman to accept the minutes as written.  
Motion prevailed by acclamation.

3 Public comment.

None

4 Motion to deviate from the order of the agenda, if necessary.

Motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen to allow deviation from the order 
of items on the agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation.

5 Agency reports:

a) United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) - Farm Service Agency

Tauchen handed out a written report and discussed some important dates and 
deadlines to remember as well as the election of the County Committee nominee 
and 2018 Margin Protection Program.  See the attached report.

b) USDA - Natural Resource Conservation Service

None

c) WI Department of Natural Resources (WDNR)

None

6 Land Conservation staff reports.
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Krause stated the staff reports were provided in the agenda packets and asked if there 
were any questions.  There were none.

7 Presentation by Eric Fowle (East Central Wisconsin Regional Planning Commission), 
discussion and take possible action on Technical Assistance Project: Review of Shawano 
County Livestock Waste Management Ordinance.

Fowle stated the Livestock Waste Management Ordinance is a little confusing and 
started looking into separating the ordinance into 2 ordinances (livestock siting, waste 
storage).  He tried to make sure it was correlating with the recent decision of the state 
Livestock Facility Siting Review Board as well as including performance standards to 
have all the bases covered. Frank and Fowle researched other counties Livestock 
Ordinances to see what may be a better fit for Shawano County making sure it would 
apply countywide. Fowle & Frank talked about licensing vs permitting.  Frank talked 
about reasons why the licensing approach could be the best option: counties of 
Marathon, Manitowoc and Burnett do it through licensing, noted that some counties do 
not hold public hearings and found Burnett County’s ordinance is separated into 
subchapters covering the areas (livestock siting, waste storage, agricultural 
performance standards) we are focused on.  Frank stated he has a phone call tomorrow 
with DATCP staff to hopefully get our questions answered.  The committee discussed 
different options and gave direction as to what they would like to see in the ordinance. 
Frank will be contacting a couple of counties to see how their version is working for 
them. Fowle stated they would have a rough draft to the committee for their January 
meeting.

8 Discuss and take possible action on proposed decision of State of WI Livestock Facility 
Siting Review Board regarding appeal of approval for Conditional Use Permit 3-17 
Matsche Farms Inc.

Frank stated the proposed decision (with minor changes) was formally approved 
November 10, 2017.  The errors noted in the decision were essentially procedural in our 
implementation of the Shawano County Livestock Waste Management Ordinance.  
Discussion followed on the specific items in the decision and adjustments needed going 
forward. Frank noted that no prior correspondence was received from the Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection regarding our county Livestock Siting 
approvals and conditions, of which they have received 1-3 each year since 2008. Frank 
also explained how this affects Matsche Farms, Inc. and with guidance from Tony 
Kordus, Shawano County Corporation Counsel, that until the county ordinance is 
corrected there will be no livestock siting applications accepted.  Frank displayed the 
letter to the Matsche’s explaining the status.  There was consensus of the committee for 
Frank to send the letter to Matsche’s.

9 Report on 10/13/17 Lake Michigan Area Association Fall meeting.

Klosterman stated the meeting was held in Brown County and all counties were 
represented. The discussion about counties planning for a community manure digester 
as well as the karst issue still continues to be a hot topic.  DNR staff gave a presentation 
about reportable spills of manure, a gallon of gasoline, 25 gal of fertilizer or 250 lbs dry 
fertilizer or 5 gallons diesel.  Most spills are petroleum and Wisconsin averages 150 
reported spills a year. Klosterman noted that you don’t hear much about spills in 
Shawano County. Klosterman and Frank discussed the procedure of reporting spills.  
Most are handled through the DNR spills Hot Line or the Sheriff’s Department.  Frank 
stated the LCD sometimes receives contact from either the DNR or from the Sheriff’s 
office to investigate manure spills. Klosterman stated that only 7% of the spills are 
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manure with the majority being industrial spills.  Discussion followed on reporting, local 
procedure, responsible parties, methods of spill control, emergency response plans for 
farms and follow-up.  Klosterman stated Brown County received $65 million grant for a 
community digester.  The next meeting will be held in January. Frank added Kewaunee 
County recently passed a county wide ordinance on waste irrigation.

10 Report on Lake Management District meeting(s).

Frank stated White Clay Lake District had their Lake Planning kick-off meeting on Oct. 
18 and it was nice to see 7 members from the general public in attendance. Todd 
Verboomen (East Central Wisconsin Regional Plan Commission), Jason Breeggemann 
(DNR Fisheries Biologist), Brenda Nordin (DNR Lakes Biologist) were there as well.  
Verboomen gave a power point presentation of how they got to where they are now 
with focusing on what they are trying to accomplish while including the public’s input.   
Nordin explained why the lake is on the impaired list and spoke about the phosphorous 
levels and the level goals as well as 50 years of collected data. They discussed the 
online survey as part of the Lake Planning and people from the public who used the 
online survey spoke about ideas to make that process more user friendly.  
Breeggemann spoke about the netting surveys, panfish regulations and growth rates of 
fish.  Each member of the public in attendance provided input at the meeting.  The 
District is also coordinating with Town of Washington and Village of Cecil to include an 
insert in the upcoming tax bill mailing that has info on the Lake Planning efforts and a 
link to the website to take the survey.  Next district meeting is in December and Lake 
Planning committee will likely be meeting in January.

11 Report on 10/18/17 Lumberjack Resource Conservation & Development Council 
meeting.

Tober stated they gave out financial awards for projects.  The process this year was 
better than in the past as everyone was able to hear all the presentations instead of 
different committees hearing a few then everyone voting.  Ten of the eleven projects 
received enough votes to be awarded funding.  The Timberland Invasives Partnership 
Project did receive funding as well as Langlade County Invasives Species Action, 
Greenhouse Learning Lab at Florence School, Wildlife/Forest Loop Trail improvement at 
Trees for Tomorrow in Eagle River, the Town of Newbold for a Terrestrial Invasive 
Survey & Management Plan, Vilas County - Public Boat Decontamination Services (for a 
portable boat washing station), Understanding Regional Water Chemistry, Vilas and 
Oneida Counties Lake Water Clarity & Property Values, Silver Lake Improvements - 
Town of Leona (for handicap accessible fishing docks).  Klosterman added the Council 
had $112,000 for awards but awarded approximately $90,000 with future years having 
a cap for awards to help even out the funds available.

12 It is anticipated that a motion will be made and seconded to go into closed session 
pursuant to Wis. Stats. §§ 19.85(1)(c) to discuss and deliberate concerning the 
performance evaluation of the County Conservationist, who is an employee over which 
the county exercises jurisdiction.

At 10:11 AM a motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen to go to closed 
session to discuss performance evaluation of the County Conservationist.  Krause asked 
for a roll call vote. All committee members voted yes.  Krause stated we are now in 
closed session.

13 It is anticipated that a motion will be made and seconded to come out of closed session 
to take any action deemed appropriate concerning the closed session item, if any, and 
to continue with the agenda.
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At 11:03 AM a motion was made by Berkhahn, seconded by Tauchen to come out of 
closed session. Krause asked for a roll call vote.  All committee members voted yes. No 
action was taken.

14 Correspondence and news.

Frank stated he received notice from the DNR that a WPDES permit was reissued for the 
Wolf Treatment Plant.  This permit is good for 5 years.  Also a thank you note was read 
by Frank from Matty Mathison regarding the help received for her Shoreland Restoration 
project. Klosterman mentioned that Frank was on TV for the Glas Coffee House and 
Whispering Pines Restoration projects.

15 New business that is requested for future committee consideration.

Items for future will be the Livestock Waste Ordinance, Wildlife Damage report and 
claims, SWRM Cost-Share: requests, carryovers/transfers.

16 Approve travel and meeting requests, if necessary.

None

17 Set next meeting date.

December 14, 2017 and January 11, 2018

18 Adjournment.

Meeting was adjourned at 11:04.

Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant III

Page 6 of 10



Scott Frank’s Monthly Staff Report for – November - 2017

69005 – Forest Management
 Inspected timber harvest at Wilson Lake (Nov 8 and 15); Communications with Eric Tatro regarding mill slips 

and load tickets; Discussed project with Dick Beversdorf – Town of Wittenberg
 Communications with interested bidder re: Hayman Falls sale 1-2017       

69011 – Land Conservation
 Thomas Edler Grazing Project

o Onsite to inspect fence, pastures and watering system installation (Nov 1)
o Replied to question on tax implications of cost share and status of Form 1099      

 Livestock Waste Management Ordinance
o Communications with Eric Fowle on review/revisions 
o Met with Tony Kordus – review of county LWMO; letter to Matsche Farms, Inc
o Researched other county ordinances 

 Requested office layout changes following asbestos abatement project to Steve Dreher, Brent Miller, Bob J. 
 Prepared cost share payment (Nutrient Management) for Townline Farms 
 Discussed with Bob Jacobson and Tony Kordus about services provided by LCD staff and likely changes 

going forward (Nov 9-10) 
 Land Conservation Committee

o Prepared draft/final agenda, participated in and finalized minutes for 11/16/17 meeting 
 Communications with Grant Bystol re: need/land potential for wetland mitigation site (White Lake parcels) 
 Participated in leadership training offered by Administration Dept (Nov 9)
 Assisted customer with past tiling records on the farm; scanned and e-mailed
 Attended Waste Storage standards update/training at UWSP (Nov 14)
 Participated in webinar on TMDL’s as Nonpoint implementation tool (Nov 15)
 Participated in webinar on small scale TRM grants through WI DNR (Nov 15)
 Farmland Preservation Program

o Communications with 3 program participants  
o On-farm conservation compliance reviews (1)    

 Conference call on Livestock Siting & Ordinances with DATCP staff (Nov 17)
 Continued coordination of SNAP+ Workshop scheduled for Dec. 12
 Prepared for and completed employee performance evaluations and submitted them to Administration Dept
 Shoreland Restoration program

o Interview with Jeff Alexander of WBAY, Channel 2 to promote program; site visits @ GLAS and 
Whispering Pines

o Responded to one interested landowner via e-mail; received many positive comments  
 Worked with Finance Dept on preparing 2017 SWRM (staff & support) grant reimbursement documents
 Updated SWRM cost share tracking spreadsheet
 Participated in meeting at Matsche Farms, Inc for updates on state and county permit processes (Nov 27)
 Participated in grant planning session for WAMSCO at UWSP (Nov 29)
 Participated in WI Land+Water Conservationist meeting in WI Rapids (Nov. 30 – Dec. 1) 

LAND CONSERVATION DEPARTMENT
311 N. MAIN STREET - COURTHOUSE

SHAWANO, WI 54166-2145
Phone (715) 526-6766  Fax (715) 526-6273

www.co.shawano.wi.us
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 Updated my spreadsheet - tracking assistance provided to customers for Land & Water Plan annual monitoring 
and evaluation 

69012 – Wildlife Damage Program
 Discussed potential crop damage claims/program update with Blake for item on next LCC agenda 

69016 – Tree Planting
 None
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Monthly Staff Report: November 2017

 Brian Hanson: LCD Technician

69011 – Land Conservation

 Nutrient Management:
o Mapped 2017 NM plans as they were received. (3)

 FPP 
o Completed 1 compliance inspection for 4 Year Reviews. 
o Updated 1 Certificate of Compliance which had Parcel/ Acreage changes.
o Talked to 1 landowner and went over program requirements & benefits.

 LWMO
o Talked to operator about letter they received and went over ordinance requirements and options 

for the future use of stacking site.
 Engineering

o Construction Inspection of Feedpad & Feedpad Leachate collection system. (Synergy)
 Performed follow up visits to make sure the Cold Weather Concreting 

requirements were being met.
 Inspected final section of feedpad & mapped cracks for fiber mesh trial 

documentation. 
o Assisted NRCS staff with a future EQIP project in regards to manure storage/pit closure project. 

(Ullmer)
o Visited & surveyed site for a future Manure Pit Abandonment.  Completed Construction plan. 

(D. Prey)
 PLSS-County Surveyor

o Assisted with PLSS monumentation in town of Morris & Red Springs-1 Afternoon
 Participated in Bi Monthly LCD Staff Meetings

 Cost Share (DATCP & TRM)
o Completed C/S reimbursement paperwork and submitted to finance. (Skalecki).

 Attended NRCS sponsored training which introduced & explained the changes to the updated and new 
standards for Waste Storage Facilities and liner options. 11/14/2017

 Participated in annual employee performance evaluation with supervisor
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Monthly Staff Report: November 2017

Blake Schuebel: LCD Technician

69011 – Land Conservation

 FPP 
o Discussed requirements of FPP with landowners.

 LWMO
o Was contacted by landowner about rebuilding heifer facility and machine shed.  Discussed 

setbacks.  Owner was unable to meet setbacks to well.  Gave her DNR well division for variance 
to setback.  Issued LWM permit for calf facility.

o Issued feed pad LWM permit.
 Engineering

o Construction Inspection of Feedpad. (Synergy)
 Inspected pad for cracking on 11-29 after it was covered on 11-1.

 Performed follow up visits on 10/27 to make sure the Cold Weather Concreting 
requirements were being met. Gave min/max thermometers and inspected 
concrete covering.

o Steve Prey Waste Storage Closure
 Contacted Steve as to progress of getting bids back, none had been returned.
 Mailed three copies to contractors directly.
 Received 2 bids back, one well under our cost estimate.
 Signed cost share agreement.
 Issued LWM permit.
 Inspected project from cleanout, capping transfer, to completion of being filled in.
 Redlined plan and filled out reimbursement forms.

o Zernicke Landstad Dairy Feedpad & Waste Storage
 Staked out and inspected placement of foundry sand.  Verified that silt fence and BMP 

were installed for NOI. (Zernicke)
 PLSS-County Surveyor

o Assisted with PLSS monumentation in town of Green Valley and -1 Afternoon
 Performance evaluation.
 Assisted landowner with rock lined waterway design.
 Participated in Bi Monthly LCD Staff Meetings
 Cost Share (DATCP & NOD)

o Received approval letter from DNR for NOD. (Zernicke)
 Attended NRCS sponsored training day in Stevens Point on 313 standard updates along with 4 other 

standards that were separated out of 313 Waste storage.
 Participated in a NRCS sponsored webinar which introduced & explained the changes to the updated 

and new standards for Waste Storage Facilities and liner options.
 WLD

o Deer donation processor reporting to DNR.
o Permanent fence contacts with contractor and landowner to line up starting date.
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