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MORATORIUM ON DATA CENTERS ORDINANCE 
 

Section 1. Purpose and Intent.  

The purpose of this Ordinance is to establish a moratorium on the siting, 

construction, establishment, and operation of Data Centers in the 

unincorporated towns in Shawano County that have approved the county’s 

zoning authority. The County’s current plans and ordinances do not 

specifically address Data Centers and a moratorium is necessary to allow the 

County sufficient time to study, analyze, and evaluate the potential impacts 

of Data Centers and to consider whether amendments to County plans, 

ordinances, or regulations are necessary. 

Section 2. Authority. 

Shawano County relies on authority granted to the County pursuant to Wis. 

Stat. § 59.69(1) and Wis. Stat. § 59.03(2)(a), and all other sources of 

authority that authorize the adoption of this ordinance. 

Section 3. Definition. 

For purposes of this Ordinance, “Data Center” means one or more facilities 

used primarily to house computing, networking, data storage, and related 

systems for the storage, processing, retrieval, and distribution of digital data 

and applications. 

Section 4.  Moratorium Imposed.  

A moratorium is hereby imposed on the acceptance, filing, processing, 

review, consideration, and approval of any application, petition, permit, 

license, certification, zoning approval, land use approval, building approval, 

or other County authorization for the siting, construction, establishment, or 

expansion of any Data Center in the unincorporated towns in Shawano 

County that have approved the county’s zoning authority. 

Section 5.  Applicability. 

This Ordinance applies to: 

(A) The establishment of any new Data Center; 

(B) The expansion of any existing Data Center; and 
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(C) Any structure, use, or improvement that is principally intended to 

serve a Data Center. 

Section 6. Pending Applications or Previously Issued Approvals. 

(A) Pending Applications. Any application, petition, permit request, or 

other request for County approval within the scope of this 

Ordinance that is pending on the effective date of this Ordinance, or 

filed during the moratorium period, shall be held in abeyance and 

shall not be processed or acted upon unless and until the 

moratorium is lifted or otherwise made inapplicable. 

(B) Previously Issued Approvals. Work for which a land use permit or 

other County zoning approval has been lawfully issued prior to the 

effective date of this ordinance, provided the permit remains valid 

under applicable time limits and has not expired, become void, or 

been revoked, are exempt from the moratorium provisions. Any 

subsequent request to alter or modify any land use permit or other 

County zoning approval shall be subject to the moratorium 

provisions contained herein. 

Section 7. Term.  

This moratorium shall remain in effect for twelve (12) months from the 

effective date of this Ordinance, unless sooner repealed, modified, or 

extended by the Shawano County Board as permitted by law. 

Section 8. County Review During Moratorium.  

During the moratorium period, the Shawano County Planning, Development 

and Zoning (PDZ) Committee is directed to review the potential impacts of 

Data Centers and evaluate potential zoning text amendments, application 

requirements, performance standards, or use classifications to address Data 

Centers in a manner consistent with the overall purpose and intent of the 

County’s plans, ordinances, and regulations. 

 

 

Section 9. Administration. 
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(A) Zoning Administrator Authority. The Zoning Administrator (or 

designee) shall administer this Ordinance consistent with existing 

duties and powers, including advising applicants, issuing 

determinations, and maintaining records. 

(B) Interpretation. If questions arise regarding whether a pending 

application is within the scope of this Ordinance, the Zoning 

Administrator shall make an initial determination, subject to any 

applicable appeal procedures. 

Section 9. No Vested Right.  

Nothing in this Ordinance, and no action taken prior to its effective date, 

shall be construed to create a vested right to any approval or authorization 

for a use or development covered by this Ordinance, except as otherwise 

required by law. 

Section 10. Severability.  

If any section, clause, provision, or portion of this Ordinance is declared 

unconstitutional or invalid for any reason by a court of competent 

jurisdiction, such decision shall not affect the validity of the remaining 

portions of this Ordinance. 

Section 11. Construction. 

If the provisions of this Ordinance are found to be inconsistent with other 

provisions of the Shawano County Code of Ordinances, this Ordinance is 

deemed to control. 

Section 12. Effective Date.  

This Ordinance shall take effect upon adoption and publication or posting as 

required by law. 


