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WARMING CENTERS TO OPEN DUE TO EXTREME COLD

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
1/22/2026

Shawano, WI —Dangerously low temperatures are forecasted beginning tonight (1/22) and lasting
through Saturday (1/24) and the Health Department wants to remind residents to take steps to be safe
and stay warm. With the frigid weather our community is currently facing, the following public
buildings will be open as warming centers during open hours through Saturday, January 24t:

Shawano County:
e Shawano County Courthouse - 311 N Main St, Shawano

o Lower Level (Rooms A & B), Friday: 8 am-4:30 pm

o Shawano County Libraries -
=  Bonduel Branch - Fri: 10 am-5 pm; Sat: 9 am-noon
= Shawano Branch —Fri: 8 am-5 pm; Sat: 9 am-1pm
= Tigerton Branch - Fri: 10 am-5 pm; Sat: 9 am-noon
=  Wittenberg Branch - Fri: 10 am-5 pm; Sat: 9 am-noon

A warming center is a designated location open to the public for those who need to take shelter
from the extreme weather. These are not locations that offer showers, healthcare, food or other

services.

“Freezing temperatures, wind chills, and winter storms can cause hypothermia, frostbite, and even
death,” said Nick Mau, Health Officer. “The best way to stay safe during extreme cold is to be
prepared.” To protect yourself and your family during extreme cold, follow these safety tips:

e Frostbite can occur on exposed skin in as little as 10 to 20 minutes. Hypothermia can also
occur if unprotected skin is exposed to these temperatures.

e Stay inside if possible. If you must go outside, dress in layers and limit the amount of time
outdoors.

o Keep pets indoors as much as possible.

e Check in on friends, family and neighbors.

e Never run a gas or propane heater or grill in your home. If you run a generator, be sure it is at

least 20 feet from your home.

Visit the Wisconsin Department of Health Services website for more information about staying safe
during extreme cold.
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https://www.dhs.wisconsin.gov/climate/winterweather.htm

