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Your child has been through 

the intake process and you 

find your self asking, now 

what?  Or what did all of that 

“stuff” mean? 

This guide has been prepared 

to help you better understand 

what may happen once the in-

take process is over and you 

have been referred to an on-

going social worker. 

 While we cannot cover every 

possible situation, we hope 

you will find this brochure help-

ful. 

Shawano County  

Department of Human Services  

Juvenile Court Unit 

Injustice anywhere is a threat to  

justice everywhere.   

~Martin Luther King, Jr.  1963 

Parent’s Guide  

to   
Juvenile 

Supervision 

While there are some similarities, the juvenile 

justice system differs in various ways from the 

adult criminal system. For starters, we acknowl-

edge that there are many differences between a 

developing child and an adult.  The higher levels 

of the brain are still developing.  The emotional 

regions of the brain are still developing and what 

works for adults does not necessarily work for 

juveniles.  Furthermore, the Juvenile Justice 

System attempts to address not only the inter-

ests of the public but also  the needs of the juve-

nile and family by considering what skills or 

competencies or resources the  child and  family  

may need to help avoid future problems.  Our 

duty is to protect the safety of the child and the 

public, and to do what is necessary to restore 

any damage resulting from a child's behavior 

while working with the child on ways to make 

their future bright and aide them in becoming 

competent, productive adults. 

THE JUVENILE COURT 

DIFFERENCE: PURPOSE 



Parental involvement is a essential part of any 

type of supervision plan.  No plan can be suc-

cessful if the parents do not participate.  This 

may involve but is not limited to monitoring and 

enforcing the rules set by the judge and social 

worker, attending family meetings, going to 

counseling, taking parenting classes, transport-

ing your child to different service providers, 

working closely with the school, holding your 

child accountable, and keeping the juvenile’s 

social worker informed of your child’s status. 

The Parent’s Role: The Types of Supervision: 

Deferred Prosecution Agreement (DPA):  This 
agreement is entered when the intake worker decides 
that it is not in the best interest of the juvenile or the 
public to file a formal petition.  The DPA is imple-
mented by all parties agreeing, in writing, to certain 
terms and conditions.  Should the juvenile and parent 
fail to comply with the agreement, the DPA may be 
terminated and delinquency charges filed with the Dis-
trict Attorney. 
 

Consent Decree:  This is a written agreement entered 
into by all parties and approved by the judge. The juve-
nile must admit the allegations  in order to have the 
benefit of a Consent Decree. However, there is no 
finding by the Court that the child is delinquent. In-
stead, if the parties comply with the terms of the Con-
sent Decree the matter will be dismissed. If there is not 
compliance with the terms of the Consent Decree, the 
matter is brought back to court for an adjudication and 
disposition.  The right to a trial is waived upon entering 
a Consent Decree. 
 

Juvenile in need of protection and services—JIPS:  
A petition may be filed by a parent stating that s/he is 
unable to control a juvenile, or by the DA stating that 
the juvenile is habitually truant from home or from 
school, is a school dropout or is under 10 years of age 
and committed a delinquent act. The parent has a right 
to contest the petition unless it alleges a child under 10 
committed a delinquent act. A delinquent act must be 
proved by evidence beyond a reasonable doubt. Other 
JIPS grounds must be proved by clear and convincing 
evidence. There is no right to a jury trial in a JIPS 
case. In a JIPS case, the juvenile may not be sent to a 
correctional placement. 
 

Formal Supervision. When a juvenile is adjudicated 
delinquent, a dispositional order is imposed by the 
court.  This order will include where the juvenile will 
live, and rules for the juvenile. Common rules are to 
attend school regularly, not to use or possess alcohol 
or illegal drugs, and obey the rules of parents, school 
and social worker. Juveniles may be ordered to partici-
pate in individual, family or group therapy, pay restitu-
tion, engage in community service or make amends to 
the victim. Juveniles will be ordered to cooperate with 
supervision . The order will also tell the juvenile what 
sanctions may be applied if he or she fails to follow the 
rules.  

Possible Sanctions: 

On-going Worker’s 

Role: 

If the case is not dismissed, and the intake 
process is over, the juvenile will be assigned to 
an on-going social worker.  This worker will con-
tinue to meet with the family and monitor com-
pliance with the court order. The social worker 
or other parties may file a petition to change the 
placement of the juvenile or to revise the rules 
in the court order. If the juvenile is not in compli-
ance with the court order, the social worker or 
DA may file a motion to have sanctions imposed 
on the juvenile. Each of these measures will 
require a new court hearing. 

Juvenile Detention: 
Juveniles are held in detention primarily be-
cause:  
 

(1) There is reason to believe that if released 
they would cause harm to other persons,  

(2) There is reason to believe that if released 
they would be unavailable for further court 
proceedings, and  

(3) They have been found to be in violation of 
a valid court order and rules of supervision.  

 

Shelter Care Placement: 
The Shelter Home provides non-secure residen-
tial services for juveniles who may need a place 
to stay pending further court action but for 
whom placement in a secure setting  is not nec-
essary.  
 

Home Detention: 
Home Detention is an alternative to detention or 
non-secure placement of youth. 

Can Juvenile cases and records be ex-
punged? 
Pursuant to §938.355(4m) a juvenile, no longer 
on supervision, who had been adjudged delin-
quent may, on attaining 17 years of age, petition 
the court to expunge the court's record. Ex-
pungement will only be approved in circum-
stances in which the juvenile/adult making the 
request demonstrates through course of con-
duct and/or provision of other information that it 
is in both the best interests of the juvenile and 
the public. 


