Your child has been in trouble
with the law, or has been truant
from school, or has run away
from home repeatedly. Any of
these situations, along with
many others, may initiate a re-
ferral to the Juvenile Justice In-
take Worker through the Youth
Division Unit.

This guide has been prepared to
aid your understanding of what
may happen during the initial
intake process.

While we cannot cover every
possible situation, we hope you
will find this brochure helpful.

What Wisconsin Law Says:

Young people aged 10 years old and up
can be tried in an adult court; in prac-
tice, children as young as 13 have been
tried as adults in Wisconsin;

Since 1996, 17-year-olds have been ex-
cluded from juvenile court jurisdiction
by law and can be automatically tried
as adults for any offense;

A youth tried in an adult court, even for a
misdemeanor offense, must be prose-
cuted in adult court for any subsequent
crimes; and

Youth aged 15 or older under adult court
jurisdiction can be detained in adult jails
without “sight and sound” protections
afforded to youth being held as youth.
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The Parent’s Role:

Parental involvement is a critical part the

entire Juvenile Court Process. No court order

can be very successful if the parents do not
participate in their child’s supervision plan.

This may involve monitoring and enforcing the

rules set down the judge and social worker,
attending family meetings, going to counsel-
ing, taking parenting classes, transporting

your child to different service providers, work-

ing closely with the school, holding your child

accountable, and keeping the juvenile’s social

worker informed of your child’s status.

The Juvenile Court
Difference:

Juvenile Court is different from the adult sys-
tem. The goal of the juvenile system is to help
you and your child avoid future incidents, to
protect public safety, and to help the juvenile
restore any damage they may have done.

Juvenile Justices primary emphasis is on edu-
cation and/or rehabilitation.

Some differences in terminology are:

Adult term: Juvenile Term:
Arrest Taken into custody
Warrant Capias

Probation Supervision

Plea of not guilty Deny the facts
Plea of guilty Admit to the facts
Misdemeanor, felony Delinquent act
Arraignment Plea hearing

Sentencing Disposition

Juvenile Court Intake
Procedures:

Juvenile Court Referrals: Typically, referrals
come from law enforcement. There may be
times, when the child is being held in the cus-
tody of a law enforcement official. In this case,
law enforcement will notify human services. The
intake social worker will decide if the juvenile
may go home, go to shelter care, or be detained
in a juvenile secure facility. If the juvenile is
placed in shelter care or secure, there will be a
court hearing.

Intake Inquiry: The next step is for the intake
social worker to review the file. The intake
social worker will offer to meet with the juvenile
and the parents to discuss the seriousness of
the alleged delinquent act and the child’s his-
tory. Children and their parents are not obli-
gated to attend the intake inquiry. However, if
the child and the parents choose to not partici-
pate in the intake inquiry, the intake worker may
refer the case to the court system for further
action.

Inquiry results: An inquiry usually results in
one of three options:

The referral is dismissed. This is sometimes
referred to as counsel and close.

The matter is held open. With this option, the
intake worker and the family come up with a
plan of corrective action. The case can be held
open for up to 60 days without services or for up
to 12 months with voluntary services.

The matter is referred for petition. This
means the worker asks the District Attorney to
petition the court to become directly involved in
deciding what should be done with the child.

The Hearing Process

A PLEA hearing, is where the Juvenile will
enter an admission or denial regarding the
allegations. The Judge may also order psy-
chological and/or Alcohol Drug abuse evalua-
tions at this hearing. This is an initial hearing
and long-term planning decisions will proba-
bly not be made at this time.

A PRE-TRIAL CONFERENCE is where the
attorneys, Social Worker, parents, and the
Judge may be able to work out an agreement
that will settle the case without going to a trial.

A FACT-FINDING HEARING is when the
Judge will hear testimony from all parties to
determined whether a dispositional hearing
needs to be set .

A DISPOSITIONAL HEARING is where the
Judge will hear the reports and recommenda-
tions of the those involved with this case. The
Judge will review written reports received.
After the Judge hears all of the testimony, he
will begin to list the "findings of fact," and then
will decide the disposition of the case.

In some minor cases, an agreement called a
"Consent Decree" may be worked out at the
pre-trial hearing thereby avoiding a final dis-
positional hearing.

The Court may order the parents to pay some
or all of the expenses associated with the
Court Order including but not limited to:

1.Attorneys' fees
2.0ut-of-home placement T\
3.Education/medical costs z s
4 AODA services/treatment. S




