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Shawano County Receives Funding from the American Planning 
Association to Address Local Food Systems 
 
Shawano County, WI- Shawano County has received a $130,000 grant from the American Planning 
Association (APA) through its Plan4Health program to improve access to local, fresh food by convening a 
team of planning and public health professionals to identify barriers to healthy diets. 
 
Shawano County’s Planning and Development, Public Health, and UW-Extension Departments will 
spearhead an effort to establish a “Health and Planning” coalition in Shawano and Menominee Counties.  
The group will examine the local food systems and its impact on health equality in community.  Food 
systems are considered the path that food travels from field to fork.   
 
The project will take a research based approach to identifying components of the local food system that 
are either missing or insufficient.  The main outcomes will be to identify policy, systems, and 
environmental changes that can be made to increase access to healthy foods.   
 
“We have a thriving agricultural economy in Shawano County; however, at the same time almost half of 
the Shawano and all of Menominee County is considered a food desert,” stated Christa Hoffman, County 
Planner.  “This project will allow us to identify opportunities on how to expand access to healthy foods 
and engage the agriculture community to determine what systems can help facilitate local food sales 
and production.”  
 
The USDA considers food deserts to be locations where poverty is high and access to affordable, healthy 
food is low.  In rural areas this includes locations that are 10 miles from a grocery store, or one mile in 
an urban area.  These areas also have a poverty rate of 20 percent or greater or a median family income 
at or below 80 percent of the area median family income. 
 
Plan4Health is a national, multi-year grant program that strengthens the connection between planning 
and public health.  The program is implemented in partnership between the APA and American Public 
Health Association (APHA) and represents a major new collaboration between planners and public 
health professionals. Funding for Plan4Health was provided through an award from the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).  
 
“We are excited to take a new approach to addressing health equity issues in our community,” stated 
Shawano-Menominee Counties Health Officer, Jaime Bodden.  “By working across sectors we will add 
value to our daily work as well as tackle issues that address quality of life in our community.” 
 
Stakeholders from Shawano and Menominee Counties including the Tribal communities will be invited 
to engage in the program to increase the impact of this work.  Local government agencies, non-profit 
organizations, businesses and as well as community members will have roles in the ten month project.   
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Overall seventeen communities across the nation were selected for the Plan4Health program after a 
competitive review process. The program is being administered through APA’s Planning and Community 
Health Center that is dedicated to integrating community health issues into local and regional planning 
practices by advancing research, outreach, education and policy.  
 
“We are pleased to offer a second year of funding to local coalitions working to improve each of their 
community’s health,” said Anna Ricklin, AICP, manager of APA’s Planning and Community Health Center, 
which manages the Plan4Health program. “The funding provides fuel to address existing health concerns 
to create communities of lasting value that are equitable and healthy for all.” 
 
For more information about the Plan4Health program, visit www.plan4health.us or follow the hashtag 
#Plan4Health on Twitter.   
 
The American Planning Association is an independent, not- for-profit educational organization that provides leadership in the 
development of vital communities. APA and its professional institute, the American Institute of Certified Planners, are dedicated 
to advancing the art, science and profession of good planning -- physical, economic and social -- so as to create communities 
that offer better choices for where and how people work and live. Members of APA help create communities of lasting value and 
encourage civic leaders, business interests and citizens to play a meaningful role in creating communities that enrich people's 
lives. APA has offices in Washington, D.C., and Chicago. For more information, visit www.planning.org. 
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