
Minutes 
Land Conservation Committee 

March 10, 2017 
 

Members Present:  Bill Berkhahn, Steve Borroughs, Marvin Klosterman, Robert  

                                Krause, Alan Tauchen and Arlyn Tober   
 

Members Absent:   None 
 
Others Present:      Scott Frank, Mary George, Brian Hanson & Blake Schuebel (LCD),   

                                Sherri Zenk-Reed (NRCS), Eric Roers, Jason Breeggemann & Clark   
                                Delzer (DNR), & Mike Druckrey 

                          
Location & Time:    Shawano County Courthouse, Room 7, 8:15 AM 
 

1. Call meeting to order: Meeting was called to order at 8:18 AM by Chairman Krause. 

 
2. Approve minutes of the 1/20/17 Land Conservation Committee (LCC) 

meeting:  Motion was made by Tober, seconded by Borroughs to accept the minutes 
as written.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 

3. Public comments: Krause asked if anyone wished to comment. Mike Druckrey 
handed out information regarding open meeting law. Krause stated the LCC meeting 

rarely goes into closed session and if Druckrey would like he could pass this information 
to corporation counsel. Druckrey stated the second page notes and agenda for Public 
Property meeting doesn’t have the statutory exemption to closed session. Krause 

stated that he was at the wrong meeting as it was regarding Public Property and this 
is the Land Conservation meeting.  Druckrey was requesting a copy of record.  Krause 

reiterated he was at the wrong meeting and we have nothing to do with the Public 
Property meeting as LCC was not asked to attend.  There were no other requests.   

 

4. Committee may deviate from order of items listed on agenda:  Motion was made 
by Berkhahn, seconded by Borroughs to allow deviation from the order of items on the 

agenda if necessary.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
   

5. Agency Reports: 

a. United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) – Farm Service Agency (FSA): 
Tauchen distributed a handout and stated there are important deadlines to keep 

in mind; March 15, 2017 Non-Insured Assistance Program deadline to apply for 
coverage on spring planted crops and August 1, 2017 Agriculture Rick Coverage 
(ARC) & Price Loss Coverage (PLC) Contract Enrollment.  Throughout the year, 

during enrollment periods and crop acreage reporting the staff works with 
producers and reminds them of the requirements for conservation compliance. 

Failure to do so could result in loss of federal payments including crop insurance 
premium support and USDA program eligibility. Tauchen announced a new staff 
member, Matt Larsen, Program Technician, has joined Shawano Field office. Also, 

Nancy Swenty County Executive Director (CED) for Oconto-Marinette is currently 
the Acting CED for the Shawano-Menominee office.  Former CED for Shawano-

Menominee, Rhonda Vande Hey, has taken a new position in Winnebago-
Waupaca County as their county Director.  USDA recently launched a new service 
called Bridges to Opportunity (BTO) that connects farmers & ranchers to services 

beyond the traditional USDA programs and loans.  Krause commented on his trip 
earlier this week to Washington DC to meet with the stated representatives.  The 



representatives were not available but their staff was there to ask questions of 
the group as they wanted to know what was going on with the farms and the 

programs they are using.  They are getting ready for the new Farm Bill so they 
are doing research as to better serve the farmers.  Krause suggested farmers 

should contact their legislators to give them input on immigration, milk program 
etc. Krause was impressed as they really wanted to hear from the farmers not 
the Farm Bureau or NRCS.  Tauchen stated the title of the report is that of Oconto 

and Marinette County but also applies to Shawano.  A copy of the report is 
available in the Land Conservation Department. 

 
b. USDA - Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS):  Zenk-Reed distributed 

a handout. She stated the Conservation Stewardship Program (CSP) batching 

date was February 3, 2017.  Shawano County currently has 4 applications.   
Frank asked what percentage of CSP participants renew.  Zenk-Reed stated the 

majority renew with a few not renewing due to rolling tracts into another contract 
so the properties will all be included in the same contract.  With the new 
procedures, NRCS will be more critical of these contracts for better conservation 

practices.  The CSP is really there to reward farmers who are being good 
environmental stewards of the land. She also stated they will have to be 

accountable for practices as well.  Krause asked if there will be spot-checks to 
verify this. Zenk-Reed stated they will be walking the fields and checking for 

various issues like soil erosion. The Environmental Quality Incentives Program 
(EQIP) had 30 applicants for the September 2, 2016 batching date with 8 
applications funded with 3 of those utilizing Local Work Group (LWG) funds. 

March 3, 2017 batching date resulted in 17 applications screening High. Word on 
the funding should happen mid-April. The next batching date is October 20, 

2017.  She suggested to sign up in June so they can get in the fields before the 
corn gets too high.  LWG meeting is scheduled for June 22, 2017 at 9:00 am in 
the Oconto County Courthouse.  Conservation Technical Assistance update: 

Terry Huffman has informed the office that he will be returning for a final summer 
in 2017.  Wetland determinations will now be completed by a team of NRCS staff 

and will complete all determinations for the NE area.  There was discussion 
regarding EQIP and its conservation practices. Krause asked about the power 
company putting in new towers and seeding after work was done.  He asked if 

the NRCS would work with them to get pollinator habitat planted instead of 
standard grass mix.  Zenk-Reed stated that they can give advice but not be able 

to fund. Berkhahn asked if the new EPA regulations will impact the wetland 
determinations.  Zenk-Reed stated it won’t unless they make changes to the 
Food Security Act as the current review involves the Clean Water Act.  A copy of 

the report is available in the Land Conservation Department.  
 

c. WI Department of Natural Resources (DNR): Eric Roers asked new DNR staff to 
introduce themselves to the committee. Jason Breeggemann is the new Fisheries 
Biologist for Shawano and Waupaca Counties. He comes to our area with a great 

deal of experience and education. Clark Delzer is the new Conservation Warden 
for the eastern part of Shawano County.  Mark Schraufnagel is currently covering 

the western part of the county.  Another warden is in the training process but 
will be hired in the fall for the western part of the county. Delzer provided his 
business card and asked to include his information in the meeting notes (DNR 

office, 647 Lakeland Rd, Shawano, WI 54116, Phone# 920-764-0194, Email: 
Clark.Delzer@wisconsin.gov). There also is a new Forester in Keshena, Jason 

Hennes and Jarred Labbus is the new technician.  Roers also stated March 21, 
2017 is a County Deer Advisory Council public meeting at 7:00 pm for the harvest 



numbers of antlerless deer.  This meeting will be held in the LGI room at the 
Middle School in Shawano and a finalization meeting will be held in April. The 

tree delivery will be in mid-April this year.  He has 2 rentals for the county tree 
planter so far.  He reported the larger tree planter needs a new tip but no other 

repairs are needed.  More root gel will need to be ordered. There was discussion 
about the deer tag registration and the on line Go Wild registration. 

 

6. Discuss and take possible action on 2017 nomination(s) for Tree Farmer 
Award and Soil & Water Conservation Farmer Award:  Roers stated that every 

year he asks the field offices to nominate a tree farmer.  This year it was Keshena’s 
turn and Jason Hennes has nominated Dean Mehlberg of Pella as their candidate for 
the 2017 Tree Farmer Award.  Roers stated the nominee is based on what the 

landowner is doing to improve their land and practices as well as them going above 
and beyond with promoting forestry to the general public.  After discussion a motion 

was made by Klosterman, seconded by Tauchen to select Dean Mehlberg for the 2017 
Tree Farmer Award.  Motion prevailed by acclamation.  Frank stated LCD staff and 
NRCS staff reviewed potential candidates for the 2017 Soil & Water Conservation 

Farmer Award.  Schuebel stated Dave Goers from the Town of Herman, has 350 animal 
units/ 200 milk cows and owns 180-200 acres.  He was awarded Environmental Quality 

Incentive Program (EQIP) funding in 2013.  Photos of the farm were displayed while 
Schuebel and Hanson explained the practices that were implemented.  Hanson stated 

the other candidate is Dale & Kathryn Kropp of Maple Grove.  Kropp is a custom heifer 
grower and owns steers.  He was awarded EQIP funding in 2015 to abandon an earthen 
waste storage and installed two concrete waste storages.  He also added a vegetative 

buffer along the earthen feedlots, enrolled land in Conservation Reserve Program, has 
a Nutrient Management Plan and practices cover cropping. Photos of the farm were 

displayed while Schuebel and Hanson explained the practices that were implemented.  
After discussion a motion was made by Tauchen, seconded by Berkhahn to select Dale 
& Kathryn Kropp for the 2017 Soil & Water Conservation Farmer Award.  Motion 

prevailed by acclamation. 
                                                                                         

7. Land Conservation Staff Reports:  Krause stated the staff reports were provided in 
the agenda packets and asked if there were any questions. Klosterman stated he 
appreciates the amount of work the LCD is doing and asked what is SNAP Plus.  Frank 

stated it stands for Soil Nutrient Application Planner and Hanson explained it is a 
program to help farmers to plan their crops and create a NMP (Nutrient Management 

Plan). Klosterman also asked about the runoff issue that keeps coming up.  Hanson 
explained the situation with photos and what is yet to be done this spring.  Tober asked 
Frank about the Lions Camp item.  Frank explained that Envirothon is an annual 

National event for students in 9-12 grades with our state competition held at the Lion’s 
Camp in Rosholt, WI coordinated by the Wisconsin Land+Water Conservation 

Association.  Frank & Greg Leonard (Eau Claire County) were asked to write the current 
issue scenario (Agricultural Soil & Water Conservation Stewardship) in which the 
students are allotted 40 min to investigate the environmental topic and give a 10 min 

presentation to the judges. Tober also asked Frank about his work with Hayman Falls.  
Frank stated that he received a call from a gentleman from Kenosha County who used 

to live in the Leopolis area.  They are having similar issues on possible dam upgrades 
or removal and wanted information from other counties that can help with the decision 
of what their options are.  Frank also stated he was able to inform him who has the 

necessary information he was looking for. 
 

8. Report on 1/26/17 Lumberjack RC&D Council Meeting:  Klosterman and Hanson 
reported the meeting was held in Deerbrook (Langlade County) with all counties 



represented. The first hour committees met discussed projects and ranked them.  They 
had their business meeting in which the budget was approved and went over a proposal 

for grant ranking the next cycle.  The council then decided which projects would be 
awarded.  In all they awarded $34,000 in funds targeting those that had never had 

project requests before.  Paul Mueller explained how the funding for Lumberjack RC&D 
Council comes from the Forestry Department though a percentage of the Forestry 
inventory.  Terry Seidl from Shawano County received the 2016 Forest Steward Award 

and Outstanding Tree Farmer Award.  Roers and Frank will figure out a date when to 
present these awards to Seidl. The next Lumberjack RC&D Council meeting is 

scheduled for April 27, 2017 in Lincoln County. 
 

9. Report on Lake Management District Meetings:  Frank stated White Clay Lake 

District (WCLD) did not have a quorum as only 2 commissioners (Dennis Muck and 
Don Radloff) and 2 staff (Todd Verboomen from East Central Wisconsin Regional 

Planning Commission and Scott Frank) were there.  WCLD was awarded a Lake 
Planning Grant from the WI DNR.  They did have an informal discussion on going 
forward needing to form a stakeholders group, project timeline, and hold an 

informational meeting.  The meeting will be rescheduled for April.  Tober discussed 
Brenda Nordin encouraging lake organizations be members of Waterways Association 

of Menominee and Shawano Counties (WAMSCO).  Frank explained some reasons why 
they are trying to get them to join this multi-county group and the difference between 

Shawano Area Waterways Management (SAWM) and WAMSCO.  
 

10. Discuss and take possible action on an extension timber sale contract to 

expire on 3/31/17:  Frank explained there are three contracts that expire March 31, 
2017.  MH Forestry contract was already extended one time and is for the 
southernmost portion of the County Farm.  Milke Park/Land Fill and Wilson Creek both 

contracted with Gingerich Forestry.  Frank stated the second extension has a contract 
clause for a 5% increase.  Frank asked Roers if this ever happened to him and what 

the DNR did.  Roers stated that if it could have been done this year and the contractor 
chose not to then he added the stumpage increase.  He stated if it was a lowland sale 
and conditions were not right for harvest like this year, he didn’t charge the increase.  

Frank stated the access agreement to the Wilson Creek property (west side) is to expire 
March 31 as well.  Frank noted another contract which expires November 15, 2017 for 

Voelz Park and this harvest should be completed in that timeframe.  Motion made by 
Tober, seconded by Tauchen to extend the three timber contracts without a stumpage 
increase and extend the access agreement to the Wilson Creek property (west side).  

Motion prevailed by acclamation. 
 

11. Discuss items for county soil and water conservation tour in 2017:  Krause 
asked for this item to be tabled until the April meeting.  Motion made by Berkhahn, 
seconded by Borroughs to table this item until the April meeting.  Motion prevailed by 

acclamation. 
 

12. Discuss and take possible action on landowner cost-share funding request for 
soil & water conservation practices:  Schuebel stated that Steve Prey (Split Rock) 
stopped in to discuss a waste storage closure and cost sharing.  Schuebel also stated 

that the closure plan has been submitted to NRCS Technical staff in Appleton for review 
and a county LWM permit was also needed.  Frank showed a picture of the site while 

Schuebel explained the project and the concerns of the owner with children playing in 
it as well as trying to complete this project before planting season if possible.  The cost 
estimate is $11,750 total with a cost share rate of 70% ($8,225 of cost share and 

balance from the owner).  Following discussion, motion made by Tober, seconded by 



Berkhahn to provide cost-share funding as presented for Steve Prey waste storage 
closure project.  Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
13. Report on and approval of Certificates of Compliance issued for Farmland 

Preservation Program:  Krause stated the reports for January & February were 
included in LCC packets and asked if there were any questions.  Hanson explained the 
different format as we are now in a new cycle and landowners are in different stages 

of compliance.  Krause asked about parcels not zoned Farmland Preservation (FP).  
Frank displayed an example of how a landowner could have parcels with different 

zoning in different towns yet all will be on the certificate but only the ones with FP 
zoning will be eligible. Motion was made by Klosterman, seconded by Berkhahn to 
accept the Certificates of Compliance report.  Motion prevailed by acclamation.  

 
14. At 9:30 AM- last call for bids, open, discuss and take possible action on sealed 

bids received for #1-2017 Maple Hills invasive species control on County Farm 
property:  Krause made a last call for bids at 9:40 AM.  Frank stated there were three 
bids received and gave Krause the bids to open.  Krause read the 1st bid from Endeavor 

Environmental Services (Joe Ramcheck) for $295 per acre with a total of $4130.  The 
2nd bid was from Tree of Life Forestry Services (Jairus Campbell) for $250 per acre with 

a total of $3500.  The 3rd bid was from Nature Care Consultant Services LLC for $414.28 
per acre with a total of $5799.92.  Roers commented that the DNR has used Tree of 

Life Forestry services before and were quite happy with their work. Frank stated the 
previous control work done in 2015 was by Endeavor Environmental.  Following 
discussion a motion was made by Klosterman, seconded by Borroughs to award the 

bid to Tree of Life Forestry Services and enter into a contract as long as their credentials 
checked out.  Motion prevailed by acclamation.  

 

15. Discuss and take possible action on bid for planned 2017 timber marking and 
volume estimates: Frank referred the committee to proposal from Wolf River 

Forestry, LLC (Dan Pubanz) included in the LCC packet.  Frank stated the rate quote 
he received from Pubanz is well in line with past projects Pubanz completed. The site 
quoted was the 21 acres at Hayman Falls and the only site scheduled for marking in 

2017.  Motion made by Tauchen, seconded by Berkhahn to award the marking contract 
to Wolf River Forestry, LLC in the amount of $900. Motion prevailed by acclamation. 

 
16. Correspondence and news:  Frank reported on document received from the WI DNR 

- Notice of Intent to reissue WI Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (WPDES) Permit 

for Betley Farms LLC.  Krause asked that a copy be forwarded to the town.   
 

17. New business that is requested for future committee consideration:  Frank 
mentioned there will be a public hearing in April in which staff from the LCD will be 
filling in for him.  Krause asked that LCD staff investigate with Corporation Counsel 

regarding the issue brought up during the public comments and report on the findings 
during the April meeting.   

 
18. Approve travel and meeting requests if necessary: None 

 

19. Set next meeting date(s):  April 13, 2017 and May 11, 2017, both at 8:15 AM. 
 

20. Adjournment:  Motion to adjourn by Klosterman, seconded by Berkhahn.  Motion 
prevailed by acclamation.  Meeting was adjourned at 10:33 AM. 

 
Recorded by: Scott Frank, Conservationist and Mary George, Office Assistant III 


