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 Spring 

2010 
Summer 

2010 
Fall 2010 Winter 2011 2011-Winter 2012

Consultant prepares first draft of zoning 
code text for County staff review 

     

Consultant prepares second draft of zoning 
code text for Zoning Code Advisory 
Committee review 

     

Zoning Code Advisory Committee members 
discuss key text issues with Towns 

     

County prepare draft zoning maps for 
Towns and presents for their review and 
feedback 

     

Next round of cluster open houses and 
Town meetings to present revised zoning 
code text and maps, followed by detailed 
town review 

     

County adoption of zoning code and map 
       

Formal Town adoption period for zoning 
code and map (see reverse side for more) 
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Wisconsin Statutes, Section 59.69, spells out the process for Town consideration of “comprehensive revisions” to 
County zoning codes after their adoption by the County Board.  Under that Statute section: 

 The “old” county zoning ordinance will continue to apply in each of the 22 towns now under general county zoning until (a) the town board 
adopts by resolution the new County zoning code and map as it affects their respective town OR (b) one year passes from the date of County 
Board approval of the new zoning ordinance, whichever comes first. 

 If the one year period passes without town board adoption of the new county zoning code and map, that town will no longer be under general 
county zoning.  That town will instead be unzoned (but see below), may adopt its own town zoning code, or may later adopt the county zoning 
code. 

 County shoreland, shoreland-wetland, and floodplain zoning ordinances will continue to apply in all towns, as required by Wisconsin Statutes, 
regardless of whether they are under general county zoning now or in the future. 

 If a town decides to adopt its own general zoning code, that town will be solely responsible for administering it.  Towns that choose not adopt 
the county zoning code or a town zoning code will not have a reliable way to affect future land use changes.  Legal town ordinances that touch 
on land use regulation in certain ways are described below. 

 This process provides the opportunity for the three towns not under general County zoning currently to come under County zoning if they 
choose.  Understanding levels of potential interest now would help in the County zoning map preparation process.   

 
The Town Advisory Committee has asked us to present a list of other abilities that towns have to regulate land 
development in addition to the county zoning code.  While none of the following fully cover what a zoning code can 
accomplish, they include town adoption of: 
 A subdivision ordinance to guide the division of large pieces of land into smaller pieces and provide direction on streets, lots, and utilities. 
 A mobile home ordinance to limit their placement, replacement, or repair.  
 An access (driveway) control ordinance to specify where new development can access town roads and set other standards to allow emergency access. 
 A public nuisance ordinance that prohibits any use of property that could injure or endanger the safety, health, and comfort of the public. 
 A permit requirement to accumulate or store any junked automobiles or automobile parts outside of any building. 
 A liquor license ordinance to regulate the placement of bars and other liquor sales uses.   
 Requiring a consultation with the town board or plan commission and a formal site plan review before obtaining a building permit. 
 An ordinance to authorize local enforcement of the state’s Uniform Dwelling Code for one- and two-family dwellings.   
 Utility or sanitary districts to provide certain areas with utility services and not others.   
 Public acquisition of land or the rights to develop land from willing sellers, where the community identifies such lands for long-term preservation. 
 Intergovernmental agreements to meet shared land use goals.   


