
 SHAWANO COUNTY 
COMPREHENSIVE OUTDOOR RECREATION PLAN 

2014-2018 

 
 

More leisure time and a growing 

interest in the environment and 

physical fitness have placed 

greater demands on recreation 

facilities in Shawano County. 

 

This plan, developed in 

conjunction with the County’s 

Highway and Parks Committee, 

the East Central Wisconsin 

Regional Planning Commission, 

and various interested local 

organizations and citizens, 

continues a planning process 

which historically has served as 

a guide for the future 

development of Shawano’s park 

and recreation system. 

Plan Summary  

The Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan (CORP) 

aims to provide all the elements needed to achieve 

Shawano’s goal of a comprehensive open space 

network. The system is made up of local, county, and 

even regional destinations providing recreational 

space for people in every neighborhood to relax, 

recreate and enjoy the natural beauty of the County 

on a daily basis. 

 

The Parks & Recreation Plan includes five different 

components: 
 

1. Goals and Objectives for parks and recreation in 
the City. 

2. A Complete Inventory of current facilities. 
3. A Needs Assessment for future areas. 
4. Recommendations and Public Opinion  
5. A 5-year Action Program to guide the County 

until 2018. 
 

The 2014-2018 version of Shawano County’s Outdoor 

Recreation Plan seeks to help preserve the County's 
natural environment and at the same time allow 
residents and visitors alike to play, learn, enjoy and 
live in harmony with it.  In addition to setting forth 
new recommendations based on present needs, the 
adopted plan will enable the County to once again 
compete for matching funds available through the 
Department of Natural Resources’ Stewardship 
Program if available.  
 

Funding components of this program, target monies 

for parkland acquisition and development projects as 
well as for numerous other projects and activities that 
preserve, protect and enhance important land and 
water-based natural assets.  Collectively, grants are 
available through the WDNR Stewardship Program and 
have effectively doubled the local funding commitment 
for acquisition and development of parkland and other 
public recreational facilities.   

 



 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

 

 

Contacts: 
 
 

Keith Marquardt 

Shawano County 
Parks Manager 

W6158 Lake Drive 
Shawano, WI  54166 
Keith.Marquardt@co.

shawano.wi.us 

(715) 526-5216 

 

Trish Nau 
Principal Parks and 

Recreation Planner 
ECWRPC 

400 Ahnaip St., Suite 

100 
Menasha, WI  54952 

tnau@ecwrpc.org 
(920) 751-4770 

 

Highlights & Statistics 
 

 The goals of the CORP are to 
provide a variety of comprehensive 
parks and recreational areas while 
preserving the environmental 
resources with continuing public 
support. Encouraging healthy 
livability and also providing ADA 
accessible sites are main 
objectives. 
 
 According to the 2010 
Census, there are 41,949 residents 
within the County’s boundaries 
resulting in a needs requirement to 
provide 5,349 acres of recreational 
space for its current residents. 
Current need splits for a county 
=(100A per /1,000 capita) with 70 
acres of passive and 30 acres of 
active recreational open space.  
When applied to 2030 population 
projections, 5,699 acres will be 
needed, 1,710 of that being active. 
There is a current surplus of 11,084 
acres for 2030’s population base. 
 
 The County maintains 8 parks 
and a 90 site campground, a total 
of 302+ acres with 100+ miles of 
trails. 
 
 Favorite parks and facilities 
listed by residents were: 1st 
Shawano Lake & Campground, 2nd 
Mielke Park & Theatre, and 3rd 
Sunset Island / Heritage Parks. 
 
 The most used facilities were 
the trails within the County, boat 
launches and the water resources 
were listed as the County’s 
greatest strengths. 
 
 Winter sports facilities were 
listed as a top need as well as 
biking/hiking trails, swimming 
areas, and teen activity programs. 

 
 Not needed based on trends, 
shuffleboard, rugby, horseshoe 
pits, golf, football, and bocce ball. 
 

 
NATURAL / CULTURAL 

Encourage educational efforts with 
farmers, the DNR, and lake owners 

on wise resource use and land 
management practices. 

 
Protect and Preserve those areas 
with high aesthetic value while 

minimizing impacts on significant 
environmental resources. 

 
LINEAR FACILITIES 

Maintain connections for the 
Mountain-Bay and WIOUWASH Trails 
while looking for new connections 

and possibilities for “ridge top 
hiking trails as well as the current 
snowmobile and cross country ski 

trails network. 
 

Address public water access points 
for canoe take ins/outs along with 

clean-up programs. 
 

COUNTY PARKS 
Develop a tree maintenance 

program and strategy. 
 

Continue to work with health groups 
such as Pathways Shawano. 

 
Maintain fishing piers and docking 

areas. Develop the waterfront 
areas. 

 
Update facilities to comply with ADA 

Title III rules, have consistent 
signage throughout the parks. 

 
Install boat wash stations at all boat 

launches for aquatic invasive 

species control.  

“The mission of 

the Shawano 

County Parks 

Department is to 

provide clean, 

safe, and diverse 

recreational 

opportunities 

throughout the 

County for 

residents and 

visitors alike.” 
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